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A total of £3579 was 

awarded.  The money 

has been used to pur-

chase a laptop computer 

with associated software 

including Microsoft  

Office Students Edition 

and Photoshop Ele-

ments.   

In addition a digital pro-

jector has been  

purchased.  This will 

enable speakers to give 

talks which have been 

developed in Microsoft 

Powerpoint or other 

computer programmes 

and should enable us to 

have more up to date 

speakers for indoor 

meetings.   

Speakers fees and room 

rent are also covered by 

this generous grant. 

Harlequin ladybirds 

have been found at Risley 

and Long Eaton.   

These ladybirds are un-

welcome invaders as they 

can eat other beneficial 

insects including other 

ladybirds.   

Harlequins are so variable 

that they are often con-

fused with the 7-spot 

and similarly sized lady-

birds, but harlequins  have 

two large white spots on  

either side of the  

scutellum behind the head. 

There have also been 

more orange ladybirds re-

ported this year.  This in-

teresting insect feeds on 

mildew and is often found 

on dead leaves. 

Lottery Bid Successful 
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Insect Show 
Derbyshire and Notting-

hamshire Entomological 

Society held their annual 

insect show on November 

3.  LENS had several 

stalls.   

Alan Heath led indoor 

pond dipping sessions 

with David Gibbons . The 

‘pond’ was very popular 

with children at the show. 

The venue was Broom-

field Hall and the home 

cooked meals from the 

café were very popular.  

The grounds were spec-

tacular with good autumn 

foliage.  The garden cen-

tre was also open for the 

day. 
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It has been said that Long 

Eaton’s West Park, combined 

with Trent College’s arboretum, 

comprises the second largest 

arboretum in Derbyshire. 

West Park has a tree trail with 

good public access. 

For information contact the 

Green Space Team on 0845 

907 2244 Ext 3886. or the 

Friends of West Park Group 

http://www.erewash.gov.uk/

LeisureCulture/

ParksRecreation/West Park-

FriendsGroup.htm  

Tours of the Trent College ar-

boretum can be arranged for 

interested groups or any adult 

with an interest in trees.  The 

tours run from May to August, 

starting at 7.00 p.m. and fin-

ishing at about 8.45 p.m. After-

noon tours can also be ar-

ranged. If your group would 

like further details or would like 

a tour of the Trent arboretum, 

please contact either the School 
Office on 0115 8494949 or Mr. D. 

Pinney on 0115 877 9669  

Here are the answers to a few 

questions about trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

 

 

 

Tree Trail 

Derbyshire’s Largest? 

Who would we contact if a 

neighbour’s tree or hedge 

was causing problems? 

Ring 0115 9072244 and ask for 

Technical & Administrative Sup-

port, where a member of staff 

will be able to advise you of the 

issues. 

Please send any more tree 

questions to the Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How would we know if a 

tree had a preservation or-

der on it? - Ring 01159072232 

Technical & Administrative Sup-

port) or look on our interactive 

mapping system on our website 

(www.erewash.gov.uk) 

Who would we contact if we 

wanted a tree to have a tree 

preservation order on it? - 

 Ring 0115 9072232 Technical 

& Administrative Support) who 

will talk you through the proce-

dure. 

About Trees 

Helen also found some fine 

specimen trees at Smisby 

Arboretum. 

Recently the West Park 

Tree Trail has been re-

stored and improved by 

Erewash Borough Council 

and the Friends of West 

Park. Leaflets are available 

soon from Long Eaton Li-

brary and Erewash Bor-

ough Council Leisure Ser-

vices.  No 20 on the tree 

trail is a maidenhair tree 

sponsored by LENS. 

The bronze plaque for LENS 

maidenhair tree 

Judy Passey (former LENS 
secretary) Commemorative 
tree at Trent 

http://www.erewash.gov.uk/LeisureCulture/ParksRecreation/westParkFriendsGroup.htm
http://www.erewash.gov.uk/LeisureCulture/ParksRecreation/westParkFriendsGroup.htm
http://www.erewash.gov.uk/LeisureCulture/ParksRecreation/westParkFriendsGroup.htm
http://www.erewash.gov.uk/LeisureCulture/ParksRecreation/westParkFriendsGroup.htm
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/My%20Documents/www.erewash.gov.uk
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Max Bryce Garden Bird Survey 

 

From 2001 to 2006 a garden bird watch was car-
ried out by Max Bryce in his large garden at Tam-
worth Road Long Eaton.  The garden is a fruit and 
vegetable garden with a large area given to small 

trees and a small area of shaded grass. There was 
no pond and bird feeders were not used although 
there was a lot of compost.  

The garden bird survey was based on frequency, 
the proportion of months of the year that any 
given species was recorded, expressed as a per-
centage.   

The house sparrow was the most frequent visitor 
all year round being seen every month of the year 
for all the years of the survey. The decline in num-

bers seen virtually countrywide in past years was 
not seen in this garden.  

The dunnock, with its joyful singing, was also a 
reliable visitor with 100% frequency throughout 
the survey.  The national population shows an an-
nual 10% increase. 

Blackbirds always seemed to love running through the raspberry undergrowth and have a flurry of activity in 
the evening as if they couldn’t quite settle.  They are quite noisy about it too. They were seen nearly every 

month of the survey except October 2004. 

Starlings were another regular visitor and was certainly a pest at cherry picking time, nationally the numbers 
are falling.  More starlings seem to fall down the chimney than any other bird and they make quite a mess. 

The collared dove which was never seen in past years, maintained a frequency of over 90% throughout the 

period of the survey.  

The ring dove maintained a frequency of about 60-75% numbers are increasing in national counts. 

Song thrushes reappeared around April in 2005 and were seen in Spring and Summer, this heralded a recovery 
from a presumed slump in number due to the use of pesticides in gardens which were used to get rid of slug 
and snail pests.  

The mistlethrush was sighted on three occasions only, preferring more open grassy areas as in West Park.  

Carrion crows reached a hundred percent frequency in 2002 and 2003, a pair must have been nesting nearby 
but something disestablished them and the norm was only a 50% monthly frequency and no young were seen. 

The robin which started the survey as a regular visitor seemed to find somewhere else to nest as it disappeared 
in spring in the later years but it maintained at least a two thirds frequency throughout the survey.  

The greenfinch started off the survey as an uncommon visitor early in the year disappearing in mid summer.  
By the end of the survey greenfinches had well colonised the town and were regular visitors.  Due to a virus 
the numbers have since crashed and 2006 was probably the best greenfinch year.  

Magpies were seen every year of the survey but the frequency of sightings varied between 25 and 75% of the 
months of the year tending not to be seen in the summer months.The little wren was not heard at all in 2006 
but was recorded with varying frequency throughout the other years of the survey. 

Blue tits varied between 100 and 75% frequency of sightings, the great tit 

was generally seen from December to May except for the first year of the 
survey.  

Bands of long tailed tits regularly pass along the bank of the nearby Ere-
wash Canal but were only seen in the garden in two of the years of the sur-
vey. 

Coal tits were recorded in two months of 2004 only.  These are increasing 
nationally. 

Goldfinches were sighted in March and April in the last two years of the sur-
vey.  The mild winters of recent years have resulted in our summer popula-
tions of birds remaining in residence throughout the year. 

With no pond available but a canal nearby I don't know who was more sur-
prised one year when a mallard landed on the garage roof. 

The house 

The house at Tamworth Road 

A robin 
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The chaffinch is possibly the most common bird seen when out in 
the countryside but was only sighted with a maximum of 37% fre-

quency in 4 years of the survey, generally, over the years, the fre-
quency of sightings increased.  

The results from this bird survey in a half acre garden near to the 

centre of Long Eaton, closely mirror the Leicestershire Garden bird 
survey carried out by Leicestershire and Rutland Ornithological So-
ciety. With the exception of the carrion crow which was a more 
regular visitor to the Long Eaton garden than the Leicestershire 
gardens and the great tit which was only just outside the Long 
Eaton top ten, the most common garden bird visitors were exactly 
the same:Blackbird, wood pigeon, blue tit, collared dove, house 

sparrow, dunnock, robin, starling, greenfinch and great tit.  This 
shows a remarkable consistency and this single garden bird survey 

illustrates a valid method for determining the relative commonness of a species in an area. 

Notable absentees from the Tamworth Road garden survey were blackcap, bullfinch, chiffchaff, goldcrest, 
sparrowhawk, jackdaw, linnet, house martin and redwing.  These birds had been considered to be regular 
visitors in previous years. 

House sparrow, starling and song thrush 
have declined nationally by more than 50% 
in the last 25 years, red listed by the BTO.  

Mistle thrush and dunnock, amber listed, 
have declined by 25-49% in the last 25 
years. Bird counts are important and this 
sort of information is being collected by the 

RSPB, Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, Garden Bird Survey which is carried 
out in January. 

Max sadly passed away December 2007 but 

let us hope that the results of this modest 
bird survey inspire others to record the 
birds, common and unusual, that build their 
nests, feed or pass through their own  

garden. 

A chaffinch 

The back garden 

Max Bryce 
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The Rifle range pond near Trent Lock in 2007 
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 It is 30 years since Norman 

Lewis inspired people in the 

Long Eaton area with an in-

terest in their natural sur-

roundings to start a local 

Natural History Society.  With 

support from Norman and also 

Pat Brassley, conservation offi-

cers for Notts and Derbys Wildlife 

Trusts, we have had our own Na-

ture Reserve at Risley, now DWT, 

looked after Breaston Lagoon 

and Attenborough through war-

dening schemes, marshalled the 

race for wildlife at Wollaton Hall 

and raised money for the Wild-

life Trusts.  We keep a close 

watch on local planning and 

have supported the Tree Coun-

cil’s wardening scheme. Our 

local records are reported to 

the Wildlife Trusts and the Brit-

ish Natural History Museum in 

London keeps a copy of all 

our bulletins.  Keep up 

the  good work LENS! 

come involved in the transmis-

sion of disease 

 
As part of Mosquito 

Watch. Killgerm 

Chemicals Ltd will 

identify mosquito 

specimens submitted 

in a crush proof con-

tainer with details of 

 

 Date of collection 

The Asian Tiger Mosquito 

(Aedes albopictus) has been 

identified by the 

Health Protection 

Agency as an insect 

that could potentially 

arrive in the UK. If 

this were to happen 

and if the mosquito 

became established, 

then it could cause a 

greater biting nui-

sance and may be-

 Specific location                          

or post code 

 General location town 

 Land use eg nature reserve 

 Local habitat eg lake 

 Contact details of individual  

submitting the record. 

 Send to PO Box 2, Ossett, 

W Yorkshire, WF5 9NA 

Tiger Alert at LENS members night. 

Asian Tiger  

Mosquito 

LENS 30 Years of Wildlife Watch. 

park has just been felled.  A 

comprehensive scheme of tree 

planting is being planned and 

ideas are invited from members 

of the public.  One suggestion is 

that the bowling green should be 

surrounded by palm trees, the 

exhausted old heathers and were 

taken out last year leaving the 

gardens there bare and resting. 

Send your ideas to the editor.  

Please make a special point of 

recording any wildlife you see on 

the park so the friends can build 

up a wildlife database. 

Three giant redwood trees have 

been sponsored by the Friends of 

West Park.  The 12’ trees were 

planted on Jan 22 close to the 

centre of the park and will pro-

vide a focal point for people en-

tering the park.   

Many of the old poplar trees on 

the park are dying and need re-

placing.  The old black poplar, 

previously the largest tree on the 

Giant trees for West Park 

The next meeting of the Friends of West Park is on 

February 7 in the Curzon Room of West Park Leisure 

Centre. 

 

Orchids photographed at Netherfield   

Lagoons decorate the 30 anniversary 

cake made by Cakes Etc   

John Goodchild and Stuart 

plant the Giant Redwood on 

West Park 
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West Park Wedding 
After a visit to Bluebell Nurseries this 

summer LENS members have pur-

chased a Wedding Cake Tree Cornus 

controversa variegata for a special 

commemorative planting on West Park. 

The planting is to celebrate 30 years of 

LENS watching over local wildlife.   

The club meets  on the second Monday 

of the month throughout the year. 

LENS Long Eaton Natural History 

Society 

Membership Renewal Form 

I would like to be a member of Long Eaton Natural 

History Society 

 

Name ________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________ 

 

             ________________________________ 

 

Postcode_________________________ 

 

Tel no___________________________ 

 

Email____________________________ 

I enclose a cheque/postal order for £8.00 

The annual subscription entitles members to attend 

meetings at £1.00 per session. 

I agree/do not agree that LENS can keep my name on a 

database. 

Please return completed form to the Hon Treasurer, 

Helen Knewstubb, 

9 Kingsley Crescent, Sawley Long Eaton NG10 3DA 

Future Meetings 

 

January 7     Passions, Potions and Poisons,  Tracey Akehurst 

  

January 21   Birding with a Camera, Paul Bingham 

 

February 4    Life in the Darkness, John Jones 

   

February 18  In Praise of Plants, Robert Hawkesworth 

 

March 3          A Fungal Feast, Beverley Rhodes 

 

March 17      The Secret Life of Honey Bees  

                     and their Keepers, Graham Law 

 

Meetings start at 7.15 pm  in the Social Activities Annex,   

Long Eaton Public Library, Broad Street , Long Eaton. 

We’re on the web. 

www.geocities.com/

lensnaturalhistory 

Please send wildlife 

records to Alan Heath 

6 Harlaxton Drive 

Long Eaton 

Thanks to all contributors and 

MBryce, ELadbury and 

HCollington for photographs used 

in this bulletin. 

Please send pictures and wildlife news to 
the Editor,Marion Bryce 

23 Marlborough Road 

Long Eaton 

Nottingham 

NG10 2BS 

E-mail: Lensnaturalhistory@yahoo.co.uk 

CONTACTS 

Helen Bryce and Kevin Sutton ad-

mire a Wedding Cake tree at Blue-

bell Nurseries on a LENS outing. 

http://www.geocities.com/lensnaturalhistory
http://www.geocities.com/lensnaturalhistory

