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VETERAN TREE HERITAGE

The Veteran Horse Chestnut at Risley
Photo credit Pat Ancliff

This horse chestnut tree, thought to be
around 150 years old, sits beside the
Golden Brook on a popular footpath in
Risley village and has provided conkers to
generations of children.
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The Horse Chestnut at Risley circa 1903
Photo credit unknown
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OPAL
OPAL (Open Air Laboratories) is about
to wind up as an organisation due to
the end of its funding. The website will
continue to be maintained for some
years and the i-spot identification site
will continue.

There is also small pot of money left
in the OPAL budget which they propose to spend on GMS Beginners
Moth Kits. They have already given
out 20 kits to recorders who wouldn't
have been in GMS otherwise. This
time they have money to sponsor 6
more kits.

OPAL has given us some fantastic support over the years, including the fundThis is aimed at people who are new
ing of leaflets, displays, ID guides and
to moth-trapping and to GMS, so antraining in various aspects of natural
yone already in GMS or anyone who
history.
already has a moth trap should not
As a finale Opal are organising an Esapply.
cape from the Classroom conference in
http://gms.staffs-ecology.org.uk/
February which is aimed at all people
involved in teaching who want to take
learning outdoors. This is a net-

Ash dieback
During the autumn it became apparent that the Chalara fraxinea
fungus which causes Ash Dieback
was present not only in nurseries in
the UK, but also in newly planted
sites and existing woodlands.

http://www.opalexplorenature

http://www.ispot.org.uk/

en/about-us/faqs/your-woods/
Pages/ash-dieback.aspx

In October 2012 the Government
banned the movement and importation of ash trees, followed by a rapid
but extensive survey to look for infected mature trees. The rate of
spread was considered to be gradual. Defra will require no action in
most cases.

This fungal pathogen threatens to
destroy a high percentage of the
It is hoped resistant trees will be
nation’s native ash trees, and will
change the landscape of the county identified and propagated.
on a scale even greater than Dutch http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
Elm Disease.

Ash Fraxinus excelsior
Photo credit Marion Bryce

Crunchy numbers
Feedback from Wordpress on the
LENS Website Blog
www.lensweb.wordpress.com

Some visitors came searching
mostly for books icon ‘long eaton
natural history soc’.

The blog got 4200 views in 2012.
There were 16 new posts in 2012
growing the total archive. The busiest day of the year was August 5th
with 33 views. The most popular
post that day was ‘About LENS’.

Visitors came from 91 countries in
all! Most visitors
came from The
United Kingdon.
The United
States and India
were not far behind. Visitors
view articles on
subject, regardless of the date

The top referring sites in 2012 were
mail.yahoo.com; Erewashvalleywildlife.org.uk; bbc.co.uk; Derbyshire.gov.uk; freewebs.com.
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they were posted. If you have an
article or a photograph you would like
to post e-mail it to the webmaster at
lensnaturalhistory@yahoo.co.uk.
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TREES WITH STORIES TO TELL
Pat Ancliff
This walk takes you around Risley and points out the most notable trees with a little history.
Start: Risley Village Memorial Hall, Derby Road, Risley-Grid Reference SK460356
Bus i4 stops at the hall on route between Derby and Nottingham. Parking: car park or on the road.
The walk takes about an hour.
1. Standing with your back to the hall doors look left to see a young oak tree growing in the hedge between
the field - Rush Meadow - and the churchyard. This tree was planted by the Parish Council in 1981 to mark the
wedding of Prince Charles and Diana Spencer.
Walk down the path to Derby Road and turn left.
2. Correspondence shows that seven trees were planted in 1954 to mark the coronation of our present Queen,
with proposed sites including land at the Village Hall. There is no record of the sites actually planted; however
the one horse chestnut and two limes which you can see after passing the field gate have girths suggesting
that they are about 60 years old.
3. On passing the churchyard pause to look at 4 large yew trees, perhaps some 200 years old. The War Memorial here names 14 local men who died in WWI. Local oral history says that a tree was planted for each man.
Pass the track to the City and stop by the school to look at three copper beech trees. These trees were planted
by Teresa Hooley after WW1 to commemorate the dead of that war, including her brother Major Basil Hooley
who died of influenza in 1918. There are five other beeches of similar age in front gardens along Derby Road.
4. Walk on beside the school hedge, which contains a lot of elm, to the security gate. An oak tree was planted
in the school field in 1977 to mark the Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. It can just be seen in the eastern
hedge, where it took the place of an old elm which was affected by Dutch Elm disease.
5. Retrace your steps to the entrance to the City and turn in to walk along Risley Brook. The first house is The
Old Post Office pictured on the front of this leaflet. The chestnut here is the same tree, now perhaps 130 years
old. Many residents remember paddling in the brook here and collecting conkers. Certainly my children did so.
6. The next house is Willow Bridge, named after the willow trees that once stood along the brook and fortunately one remains here.
7. Continue and cross a stile into the nature reserve and take the left fork through a gap into the field beyond.
The hedge on your right contains some once coppiced ash trees. In the past this strong, flexible wood would
have been used for tool handles and for household fires, as ash is one of the best burning woods.
“Ash wood wet and ash wood dry,

*

A king may warm his slippers by.”
Follow the footpath diagonally across the second field toward a lone house on the bridleway. Turn left and stop
at the original entrance to Risley Lodge. Two magnificent horse chestnuts stand on either side. Their girths
suggest that they are about 100 – 120 years old, so dating back to the time that the Hooley family lived at The
Lodge. The trimmings from the yews which you can see in the grounds are sent to the pharmaceutical industry
for use in cancer medication.
At the bottom of the track turn right and find a safe place to cross to the south side of Derby Road. With your
back to the pub look across at a bank of trees opposite
8. The original group of 18 trees was planted in 1937 to commemorate the coronation of King George VI. Of
this group, only 4 limes and 1 oak remain. I was told by older residents that many were originally damaged by
revellers leaving the pub.
9. A short walk to your right will take you back past Risley Hall to the village hall. On the way one last tree of
note is growing in the verge on the north side of the road. Closer examination shows that it is an elm and several trunks appear to grow from an old stump. This may well be re-growth from an elm that was felled following the spread of Dutch Elm disease in the 1960s.
To continue this tradition of commemorative tree planting, Risley Parish Council is planting an oak tree in First
Avenue playing field to mark the 2012 Diamond Jubilee.
Pat Ancliff. 2012
Sources:
• Risley Parish Council correspondence and minutes
• Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock
• Oral history from life long residents of Risley
* There are several version of this rhyme. Some may be found at: www.aie.org.uk/vault/fp.htm
Further copies of this leaflet may be downloaded from
www.risley-pc.org.uk and www.erewash.gov.uk/culture-leisure/pride-in-erewash/tree-wardens

3
www.lensweb.wordpress.com

Risley Wilderness
Marion Bryce
A small piece of woodland known as the Risley Wilderness was put up for auction by the Derby Diocesan
authority in 2012. This was of great interest as for many years LENS rented this land as a nature reserve.
George Smith was LENS Chairman from 1978-1987 and at the first LENS committee meeting in 1978 he
announced that Mrs Rudd, the Church Warden said we might have Risley Wilderness as a nature reserve. Mr
Dolft the Secretary of the Derby Diocesan Trust was in agreement and the trustees set a rent of £2 a year.
The site is interleaved with an old orchard which is managed by the Risley Education Foundation and it is this
part of the wood which has a pond. On the boundary line is a veteran hornbeam tree and there are also veteran field maples. Regular LENS working parties set to making a map of the site; recording wildlife; installing
fences; planting hedges; removing sycamore and putting up nestboxes. There was great interest from Derbyshire Naturalists Trust who were also negotiating, unsuccessfully, to buy some of the wonderful primrose meadows on the nearby estate. George Smith, LENS chairman, lived at Willow Bridge and so was able to carry out
general upkeep on the site. At times, the nettles used to grow waist high and George’s heroic activities with the
scythe kept the path open. From the beginning there were problems with vandalism. As wooden fences were
broken down, permission was given for barbed wire. Trees were felled into the site and local householders
dumped garden waste which had to be removed. We put up a sign saying ‘private’. The aim was not to keep
people out but to instill a modicum of respect for the reserve. The upkeep of the boundary was even more difficult after the introduction of horses to the adjacent land, these ate the hedge and used the wood as a cut
through to the stables, this was worrying as the condition of the lease was to maintain the boundary.
Derbyshire now Wildlife Trust was interested in the Wilderness due to interesting plant species such as giant
bellflower, Corydalis solida, Corydalis cava, and turks cap lily which grew, in addition to the normal woodland
flora of sweet violets and town hall clock. LENS paid for DWT to plant native trees such as oak and as DWT
were keen to manage the reserve LENS paid the last lease in 1993 and DWT took over management of the reserve. The Wilderness has been purchased by a nearby householder who aims to manage the wood for wildlife.
It which had become rather dark and overgrown with ivy, resulting in the loss of what was a very interesting
flora possibly arising from exotic garden waste. It is understood that the current owners, together with Risley
Education Foundation, aim to keep the informal footpath open for reasonable public access. See following
plant survey which indicates long established woodland.
Risley Glebe The Wilderness

SK461358

28/05/2012

M Bryce

Common Name

Latin Name

AW

**Abundance

Patchy Y/N

8

Apple, Crab

Malus sylvestris 1230.2

Y

R

Y

9

Apple, Cultivated

Malus domestica 1230.1

R

Y

13

Ash

Fraxinus excelsior 841

R

Y

17

Avens, Wood

Geum urbanum 925

O

Y

25

Beech

Fagus sylvatica 810

O

Y

51

Bluebell

Hyacinthoides hispanica

R

Y

55

Bramble [agg]

Rubus fruticosus 1728

O

Y

R

Y

R

Y

O

Y

R

Y

R

Y

58
59

Brome, False
Brome, hairy

Brachypodium sylvaticum 250
Bromopsis ramosa 272

Y
Y
Y

63

Bryony, Black

Tamus communis 2032

76

Burdock, Lesser

Arctium minus agg 2405

197

Buttercup Goldilocks

Ranunculus auricomus

87

Buttercup, Creeping

Ranunculus repens 1660

R

Y

88

Buttercup, Meadow

Ranunculus acris 1642

R

Y

98

Celandine, Lesser

Ranunculus ficaria 1649

O

Y

104

Chestnut, Horse

Aesculus hippocastanum 2241

O

Y

110

Cleavers or Goosegrass

Galium aparine 873

F

Y

113

Clover, White

Trifolium repens 2092

R

Y

4

Y
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116

Cock's Foot

Dactylis glomerata 607

R

Y

202

Damson

Prunus domestica ssp. insititia

O

Y

157

Dandelion[agg]

Taraxacum agg. 2034

R

Y

201

Dewberry

Rubus caesius

R

Y

165

Dock, Wood

Rumex sanguineus 1753

O

Y

178

Elder

Sambucus nigra 1815

R

Y

Elm Wych

Y

Y

Ulmus glabra 2119

200

Fern Hard Shield

Polystichum aculeatum

214

Fern, buckler, broad

218

Y

O
R

Y

Dryopteris dilatata 661

R

Y

Fern, male, common

Dryopteris filix-mas 665

O

Y

231

Figwort, Water

Scrophularia auriculata 1865

R

Y

262

Ground-ivy

Glechoma hederacea931

O

Y

282

Hawthorn

Crataegus monogyna569

R

Y

O

Y

R

Y

R

Y

O

Y

R

Y

R

Y

284

Hazel

Y

Corylus avellana557

292

Herb Robert

Geranium robertianum918

293

Hogweed

Heracleum sphondylium968

294

Holly

Y

Y

Ilex aquifolium1023

Y

299

Hornbeam

Carpinus betula

198

Iris foetid

Iris foetidissima

307

Ivy

Hedera helix 952

F

Y

328

Lime

Tilia x vulgaris2065

R

Y

331

Lords-and-Ladies or Cuckoo
Pint

Arum maculatum176

338

Maple, Field

Acer campestre3

348

Meadow grass, annual

349

Y

O

Y

R

Y

Poa annua 1495

R

Y

Meadow grass, Rough

Poa trivialis 1507

O

Y

370

Mustard, Garlic

Alliaria petiolata 64

O

Y

372

Nettle, Common

Urtica dioica2126

O

Y

392

Parsley, Cow

Anthriscus arvensis125

R

Y

398

Pignut

Conopodium majus541

O

Y

404

Plantain, Greater

Plantago major1488

R

Y

432

Ramsons or Wild Garlic

Allium ursinum75

A

N

434

Raspberry

Rubus idaeus1729

O

Y

436

Red currant

Ribes rubrum

O

Y

449

Rose, Dog [agg]

Rosa canina agg1708

R

Y

497

Snowberry 2022

Symphoricarpos albus

O

Y

199

Snowdrop

Galanthus nivalis

O

Y

546

Sycamore

Acer pseudoplatanus

F

Y

R

Y

O

Y

R

Y

O

Y

Taxus baccata
R
D = Dominant; A = Abundant, F = Frequent, O = Occasional, R = Rare.

Y

578

Violet Sweet

Y

Y

Y

Y
Y

Viola odorata

Y

580

Violet, early dog

Viola reichenbachiana

605

Willow, Crack

Salix fragilis 1793

625

Woundwort, Hedge

Stachys sylvatica 2005

632

Yew

**Abundance DAFOR

Y

Y

5

*AW -Sometimes considered to be indicators of long established or Ancient Woodland
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MANOR FARM LOCAL NATURE RESERVE –
Alan Heath and Ainsley Carruthers
The site received Local Nature Reserve status in September 2012
PREVIOUS RECORDS
1998
1999

10 August

Kingfisher (2)

2 September

Speckled Wood

27 October

Grey Heron

OLD RIVER – There is a small watercourse at the side of the river where the water flow was slow. Samples taken from this site.
1998
28 September
pH 7.4 Oscillatoria, Cymbella ehrenbergii, Loxophyllum, Closterium concavum, Nitzschia sigmoidea, Bacillaria paradoxa, Euglena, Nematode, Surirella constricta, Pinnularia, Cyclops, Peridinium
2000

7 November

Whole site flooded

2001
8 June pH 8.0 Cyclops, Simocephalus, Vaucheria, Phacus, Chironomus larva, Synedra, Closterium concavum, Vorticella,
Coleps, Cymbella ehrenbergii, Spirogyra, Euglena, Chydorus, Platambus maculate
2001
22 December
pH 7.6 Dissolved oxygen 6.4 ppm (Winkler method) Cyclops, Limnaea peregra, Cymbella ehrenbergii,
Pinnularia, Surirella constricta, Synedra
BATS

Using bat detector at 45 kHz

2004

July-August
2005

June 27-August 17

2006

July 8-31

2007

May 3-August 10

2008

May 10-July 2

2009

May 25-July 30 (Many heard on June 6)

2010

June 2-5 September

2011

May 6-June 26

2012

May 30-August 8

BUTTERFLIES
2006
2007

May 5

Orange tip, speckled wood

July 17

Small copper, gatekeeper, small white

July 19

Peacock, red admiral, speckled wood, small white, gatekeeper

July 31

Comma, peacock, small tortoiseshell, speckled wood (many)

2008

June 8

Speckled wood, red admiral, holly blue, banded demoiselle,

2009

April 17

Orange tip, speckled wood, peacock

2011

August 2

Speckled wood, red admiral, small tortoiseshell, orange tip

2011

August

Two sparrowhawks heard and seen frequently for several weeks

September 28

Himalayan balsam frequent along the horse path
Tar spot fungus on sycamore

BIRDS 2000-2012
MAMMALS

Wood pigeon, magpie, blackbird, starling, blue tit, great tit

2000-2012

Fox, grey squirrel, long tailed field mouse, common shrew, pipistrelle bats

PHOTOGRAPHS of the site taken on 5 November 2012 and also previous years.
NOTE See below 1998 list of birds for Manor Farm, Toton Fields and Banks Road area from Ainsley Carruthers, Vice Chairman Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. Ainslie managed 100 visits covering the same route with each visit taking about 90 minutes. In bold are
breeding birds from the year 2000 with an estimate of pairs from singing males and direct observation of nest building, feeding
young and fledged young.
Black bird (30), blackcap (4), black headed gull, bluetit (6), bullfinch, Canada goose, chaffinch, chiffchaff (2), coaltit, collared dove (4), cormorant, carrion crow (4), dunnock or hedge accentor(23), feral pigeon, fieldfare, garden warbler (1),
goldcrest, goldfinch, golden pheasant, great tit (6), greenfinch (4), green sandpiper, grey heron, green woodpecker (1), grey
wagtail, herring gull, house martin (8), house sparrow,(25) jackdaw, kestrel, kingfisher(2), lapwing, lesser black backed gull,
lesser whitethroat (1), linnet (2), long tailed tit, magpie (9), mallard (2), meadow pipet, mistlethrush (4), moorhen (4),
pied wagtail, redwing, reed bunting (1), robin (18), rook, skylark (1),sparrowhawk, song thrush (4), starling, stock dove
(1),swallow, swift, common tern, whitethroat, willow tit (1), (16) willow warbler (20), wood pigeon (6), wren (16), yellowhammer (2), yellow leg gull.
Ainslie further reports that the St Leonard’s Riding School fields are interesting and in January 1999 there were rook numbers of up
to 1000 with 50 fieldfares, 20 redwings and 150 wood pigeons.
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MANOR FARM LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Marion Bryce
Plant survey
13/05/2012
Alder
Ash
Avens, Wood
Balsam, Himalayan
Bent Common
Bistort amphibious
Bitter-cress, Hairy
Blackthorn or Sloe
Bluebell
Bulrush, common
Burdock, Lesser
Burnet, Great

SK 501340
Alnus glutinosa 77
Fraxinus excelsior 841
Geum urbanum 925
Impatiens glandifera 1026
Agrostis capillaris 40
Persicaria amphibia
Cardamine hirsuta 329
Prunus spinosa 1617
Hyacinthoides hispanica
Schoenoplectus lacustris
Arctium minus agg 2405
Sanguisorba officinalis 1818

Bur-reed, Branched

Sparganium erectum 1981

Buttercup, Creeping
Ranunculus repens 1660
Canary Grass, Reed
Phalaris arundinacea 1454
Celandine, Lesser
Ranunculus ficaria 1649
Cherry bird
Prunus padus
Cherry, Wild
Prunus avium 1611
Chestnut, Horse
Aesculus hippocastanum 2241
Chickweed, Common
Stellaria media 2012
Cleavers or Goosegrass Galium aparine 873
Cocks Foot
Dactylis glomerata 607
Meadow crane’sbill
Geranium pratense
Couch, Common
Elytrigia repens 33
Cuckoo Flower or Lady’s
Smock
Cardamine pratensis331
Daffodil
Narcissus pseudonarcissus
Daisy
Bellis perennis231
Dandelion[agg]
Taraxacum agg. 2034
Dead-nettle, White
Lamium album 1098
Dock, Broad-leaved
Rumex obtusifolius 1748
Dogwood
Cornus sanguineus 548
Elder
Sambucus nigra 1815
Floating sweetgrass
Glyceria fluitans
Forget-me-not, Field
Myosotis arvensis 1317
Foxtail, Meadow
Alopecurus pratensis 85
Groundsel
Senecio vulgaris1905
Guelder Rose
Viburnum opulus2185
Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna569
Hazel
Corylus avellana557
Hedge Parsley
Torilis japonica2069
Hemp-nettle, Common Galaeopsis tetrahit agg869
Holly
Ilex aquifolium1023
Ivy
Hedera helix 952
Mallow common
Malva sylvestris
Maple, Field
Acer campestre3
Maple, Norwegian
Acer platanoides
Meadowsweet
Filipendula ulmaria833
Mugwort
Artemisia vulgaris175
Mustard, Garlic
Alliaria petiolata 64
7

RHS Manor Farm Nature Reserve LHS-Toton Fields
Photo credit Marion Bryce

Oak,Pedunculate
Parsley, Cow
Pineapple Weed
Plantain, Greater
Plantain, Ribwort
Poplar Lombardy
Poplar, white
Privet, Wild
Ragwort,Common
Raspberry
Rye-grass, Perennial
Sedge pendulous
Sow-thistleSmooth
Speedwell,Ivyleaved
Spindle
Sweet-grass, Reed
Sycamore
Tare smooth
Teasel, Wild
Thistle, Creeping
Thistle, welted
Thistle,Spear
Timothy grass
Violet Sweet
Water-cress, Fool’s
Weld
Willow, Crack
Willow, Grey
Willow, Osier
Willow-herb, Broad lved
Willow-herb, Gt hairy
Willow-herb, Rosebay
Wintercress

Quercus robur1640
Anthriscus arvensis125
Matricaria discoidea1242
Plantago major1488
Plantago lanceolata1487
Populus nigra var Italica
Populus alba
Ligustrum vulgare1144
Senecio jacobaea1899
Rubus idaeus1729
Lolium perenne 1183
Carex pendula
Sonchus oleraceus 1954
Veronica hederifolia2171
Euonymus europaeus
Glyceria maxima 934
Acer pseudoplatanus
Vicia tetrasperma
Dipacus fullonum 6461
Cirsium arvense
Carduus acanthoides
Cirsium vulgare 522
Phleum pratense
Viola odorata
Apium nodiflorum 137
Reseda luteola 1672
Salix fragilis 1793
Salix cinerea 1786
Salix viminalis 1805
Epilobium montanum 695
Epilobium hirsutum
Chamerion angustifolium 477
Barbarea vulgaris

Yellow archangel silver
leaved form

Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp.
argentatum

www.lensweb.wordpress.com

AN UNEXPECTED VISITOR
Susan and Ivan Barker
We live in Toton, and are lucky enough to have our garden backing on to the fields and the River Erewash.
We have a diverse variety of birds which visit us to feed, in spite of the fact of having a dog and two cats ! The
most colourful visiting us at the moment are the Bullfinches and the Goldfinches. We have a Greater Spotted
Woodpecker visit us most days, and now have a visiting Nuthatch who puts in a daily appearance to feed on the
fat balls.
Our next door neighbour has had a Jay in his garden, but up to now we have not seen him, unless of course, he
has visited whilst we have been out.
A few weeks ago we had the most colourful of all our “feathered” visitors ! From the kitchen window I spotted a
flash of ginger running across the patio.
I went out, as I thought that it was one of the fox cubs that
visit, but to my amazement realised that it was my ginger
cat, and he was sitting looking, with a perplexed look on face,
at a kingfisher sitting on the ground!
I picked the bird up, and could see no injuries anywhere. My
husband and I assumed that he had flown into the window,
and “winded” himself.
We put him in to a shoe box, and after fifteen minutes, could
hear him trying to get out of his cardboard prison!
We did not want to release him into the garden because of
the shrubs etc not to mention cats, so my husband took him
down to the river in his shoe box, after we had done a “photo
shoot”, and the neighbours came to view him.
By the time he was released (without a backward glance or
thank you) he had acquired quite a few admirers and well
wishers on the river bank !

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Photo credit Susan and Ivan Barker

The experience has been quite a thrill for us, we have seen
photos of kingfishers, but none of them capture the intensity
of the colours of the feathers, and the delicate markings of
the head feathers. We will not forget our visitor in a hurry !

GARDEN BIRD UPDATE
John and Judy Langford
Marisco, 114 Breedon Street, Long Eaton NG104FE
Just writing to record to you one or two of the more interesting or unusual bird
visitors to Marisco’s garden. Now one of them is a chaffinch and the other a
starling. I’m not being funny – they are now unusual birds for us, though the
latter was common years ago. We don’t get many chaffinches as we aren’t
close to woodland.
But the others are more unusual, coal tit, long tailed tit and a wintering blackcap. Apparently Long Eaton was favoured with a visitation of waxwings from
Scandinavia. Ours came with the redwings. We had about 8-10 waxwings early December, then 1 and 4 on other days. They were eating our hawthorn berries, but did not stop long. But we did have good views of them- the characteristic crest and the yellow at the tip of the tail. Nice because this is the first
sighting we have had of this bird.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Photo credit Marion Bryce

Oh, I mustn’t forget- in the last days of December we had a goldcrest to add
to this set of records.
A note from ‘The Grebe’ newsletter of the Leicestershire and Rutland Ornithological Society:Tree seed crops have
been poor this year, with little natural food, many birds have taken refuge in gardens, particularly coaltits and
blackcaps. The influx is being charted in the British Trust for Ornithology Garden Birdwatch surveys. For a free
garden birdwatch enquiry pack email gbw@bto.org tel 01842750050
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Toton Fields LNR 21 December 2012
Photo credit Marion Bryce

Photo credit Marion Bryce

Photo credit Tony Maggs

Photo credit Marion Bryce

St Leonard’s Riding School Long Eaton 21 December 2012

Toton Washlands December 2012

Manor Farm Flood bund in action 21 December 2012

RIVER EREWASH IN FLOOD

GARDEN BIRD RECORDS 2012
Joan Breakwell
Bird

J

F

M

A

My

Jn

Jy

A

S

O

N

D

Blackbird

4

4

4

4

5

6

6

5

4

5

3

4

Blk-headed gull

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Bluetit

4

3

3

2

3

7

6

8

4

5

2

4

Bullfinch

-

-

-

-

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

Buzzard

-

-

0

0

-

-

-

-

0

-

0

-

Canada goose

-

-

-

-

-

0

-

-

-

-

-

0

Chaffinch

6

11

8

3

1

3

1

1

1

2

2

4

Coal tit

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

1

2

2

1

Collared dove

3

3

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

-

Cormorant

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

0

-

-

Carrion crow

3

2

2

2

2

2

0

2

1

2

1

1

Dunnock

2

2

2

3

5

3

2

1

2

2

2

2

Fieldfare

-

0

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Goldcrest

-

-

-

-

1

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

Goldfinch

18

11

9

12

5

5

7

10

18

12

16

8

Great tit

3

2

2

2

2

6

3

4

3

3

3

3

Greenfinch

6

5

7

6

4

4

2

3

2

2

9

15

Gt spotted wdpkr

-

1

1

1

1

-

1

1

1

1

1

Grey heron

-

0

0

1

-

0

-

-

1

-

-

1

Herring gull

-

-

-

-

-

-

0

-

-

0

-

-

House martin

-

-

-

0

0

0

0

0

0

-

-

-

House sparrow

6

6

10

6

3

2

5

3

6

2

4

4

Jay

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

Long tailed tit

5

4

2

2

4

4

7

9

14

6

6

8

Magpie

2

1

2

8

2

1

2

3

4

3

2

2

Mallard

-

2

2

2

1

-

-

-

-

-

4

-

Mistle thrush

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

0

0

Redwing

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

Robin

2

2

2

2

2

1

2

2

1

1

1

2

Siskin

-

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Snipe

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

Song thrush

-

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

Sparrowhawk

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

Stock dove

3

3

1

2

4

4

2

2

2

1

2

3

Starling

13

11

1

3

4

13

3

3

3

0

3

4

Swift

-

-

-

-

0

0

0

-

-

-

-

-

Wood pigeon

7

5

5

5

8

4

4

5

7

7

5

6

Wren

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

-

-
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GARDEN BIRD RECORDS 2012
Gwen Bates
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GARDEN BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES 2012
Alan Heath
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DIAMOND TREE AT LONG EATON SCHOOL
Barbara James

The Queens Diamond Jubilee Tree Planting at The Long Eaton School

Photo credit B James

Tree wardens, staff and students old and new from The Long Eaton School helped the Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire, Mr William Tucker, plant a special tree to mark The Queens Diamond Jubilee.
It was very appropriate that helping with the planting was Rotarian Alan Wiggins, who had been a student at the
school during the coronation 60 years ago, and also Milly Dainty one of the schools’ current youngest students.
Erewash Borough Council Tree Wardens, staff from Initial and gardeners from Woodland Landscapes Ltd helped to
prepare the ground for planting.
The tree was donated by The Tree Council and the schools Eco-Interactors chose a Scarlet Willow otherwise
known as a Salix alba Chermisina. It is also called the Coral-bark Willow. It has bright orange twigs in winter
when it becomes a conspicuous fine waterside tree reaching a height of 28 m. Collins Tree Guide p164-165 states
that, in winter sunlight, the tree is like a giant flame.
Long Eaton School has also featured in National Geographic Kids Magazine this year.
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LONG EATON WEATHER
Alan Heath
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OUR GARDEN AND BARKER’S POND
Fay & John Blackburn
We have had a wonderful week or so bird watching in and around our garden. On 27th November 50 WAXWINGS visited the garden and surrounding trees. These were followed by a lone
redwing on the 28th and again on the 29th. Also
on the 29th a male blackcap appeared. Then on
30th November 2 female goosanders were spotted on Barker’s Pond; was this the advance
party? If you remember the largest total to visit
the pond last year was 43!!!
Another first for the garden was a Jay on the 1st
December. Then on the 4th WAXWINGS apWaxwings Photo credit John Travis
peared again numbering approx. 100 this
time. The following day approx. 50 appeared with
the same number on the 6th, 7th and 9th. A small number of fieldfares has also been present.
Both male and female great spotted woodpeckers visit the garden from time to time. A pied wagtail has appeared again. We are enjoying the regular sighting of a pair of coal tits in the garden along with the usual
great tits, blue tits and long-tailed tits. Greenfinch, chaffinch and goldfinch have returned to the feeders in
the garden but as yet we have no sightings of bullfinch the last being in July.
The goosanders reappeared on the 5th December, 6m, 2f and 4m, 3f on the 8th. A lesser black-backed gull
was sitting on ice on 2nd December. The pond hosts the regular residents of mallard and at the moment a
solitary coot, no moorhens!! A pair of swans visit occasionally. 9th December 2012
A note from Tony Maggs:Long Eaton is the centre for the wax wings visit this year according to the Derbyshire Ornithologiical Society. The biggest flock was in Long Eaton along Field Farm Road east of the Railway
Station and numbered c200 on 8th Dec and c150 on 9th Dec.

MIGRANT BUTTERFLIES
Ken Orpe
2012 was a bad year for the Lepidoptera due to unfavourable weather conditions with many common species
showing in very small numbers and very few migrants appearing. Roger Martin recorded an individual Clouded Yellow at Long Eaton Gravel Pits on the 5th September 2012. This species seems to enter Derbyshire following waterways and is often noted in adjacent gravel pits (or former pits), especially if they have large areas of clover amongst the damp meadows.
I discovered the following interesting bit of information on one of our favourite migrants and one which has
been missing this year.
One of the longest standing mysteries of migration has finally been solved after scientists discovered where
the UK’s Painted Lady butterfly population goes each autumn. The butterfly, a common immigrant, migrates
from the continent each summer to UK shores in varying numbers. But up until now scientists did not know
if the Painted Lady made the return journey at the end of the summer, like
the closely related Red Admiral, or simply died in the UK.
In one of the largest citizen science projects ever conducted, scientists from
Butterfly Conservation amongst others, have discovered exactly what happens to Painted Ladies each autumn. Scientists discovered that the Painted
Lady did indeed migrate south each autumn but made this return journey
at high altitude out of view of butterfly observers on the ground. Radar
records revealed that Painted Ladies fly at an average altitude of over 500
metres on their southbound trip and can clock up speeds of 30 mph by
selecting favourable conditions.

Painted Lady
Photo credit Marion Bryce

The findings also revealed that the species undertakes a phenomenal
9,000 mile round trip from tropical Africa to the Arctic Circle – almost double
the
length
of
the
famous
migrations
undertaken
by
Monarch butterflies in North America.
It is pleasing that such discoveries continue to be made and our understanding of the natural world keeps expanding.
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FORBES HOLE
Alan Heath
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USEFUL WEBSITES
John Ellis
These days I find I spend a fair amount of time using the internet to find information and so I compiled this list
of the sites I visit frequently. The site I seem to visit most often is Eakring Birds, not for bird information but for
help with identifying various invertebrates. I hope you find this list useful.
JohnEllis
Nottinghamshire County Mammal Recorder
DERBYSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
http://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
DERBYSHIRE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
http://derbyshireos.org.uk
EAKRING BIRDS
Not just birds but lots of info on Notts invertebrates too
http://www.eakringbirds.com

OGSTON BIRD CLUB
http://www.ogstonbirdclub.co.uk

SOUTH DERBYSHIRE BADGER GROUP
http://www.southderbyshirebadgergroup.co.uk/

SOUTH NOTTS RINGING GROUP
One of the local bird ringing groups
http://southnottsringinggroup.blogspot.com

DERBYSHIRE DRAGONFLIES
http://www.derbyshire-dragonflies.org.uk

DERBYSHIRE MAMMAL GROUP
http://www.derbyshiremammalgroup.com

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
http://www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org

ATTENBOROUGH NATURE CENTRE
http://www.attenboroughnaturecentre.co.uk/

SOUTH NOTTS BAT GROUP
Recently amalgamated to form one group covering the county. Useful website for info on Notts bats
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE BIRDWATCHERS
The county bird society
http://www.nottsbirders.net

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE BIRDS
A useful site for info on status of local birds, birdwatching sites etc.
http://www.nottmbirds.org.uk

CLIFTON GROVE BIRDS
Site covering opposite side of Trent to Attenborough Reserve
http://cliftongrovebirds.co.uk

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE FUNGI GROUP
http://www.nottsfungigroup.org.uk

DERBYSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The local entomological society
http://www.danes-insects.org.uk/

EREWASH VALLEY WILDLIFE
A new site in its infancy
http://www.erewashvalleywildlife.org.uk

UK MOTHS
The site for moth identification issues
http://ukmoths.org.uk

BRITISH BUGS
A useful site for hemiptera info
http://www.britishbugs.org.uk

RSPB
http://www.rspb.org.uk

BRITISH TRUST FOR ORNITHOLOGY
http://www.bto.org
THE MAMMAL SOCIETY
http://www.mammal.org.uk

NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR BIOLOGICAL RECORDING
http://www.nfbr.org.uk

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/
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OPAL National Hedge Survey

Attenborough Wildlife Hotspot
Attenborough is a hotspot for wildlife and

hawker dragonfly in Britain) was discov-

so far this year there has been a string of

ered in woodland at the reserve. It is on

unusual wildlife and rare visitors for this

the wing in May-July, so rarely coincides

nature reserve. Staff and volunteers have

with the flight periods of the bigger

received the first ever record of a roe deer hawkers. A record of the wormwood moth
and first confirmed record of a badger, but was a good moth record for the nature
reserve, but a recent species of micro

more recently it has been invertebrates

providing excitement for wildlife recorders. moth, Gypsonoma minutana, may well be
Earlier in the summer, a small colony of

the most important and a Conservation

hairy dragonfly (the smallest species of

Grade 1 species for Nottinghamshire.

Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron
pratense ( Photo credit Dean
Eades

Give a Vole a Home on the Erewash Canal
dragonflies, damselflies and water
voles into the heart of
towns and urban areas.

The Erewash Canal has suffered from
some pollution and bank erosion and
this makes it difficult for wildlife to
flourish.

Erewash Borough Council
and Derbyshire County
Council and also LENS
have contributed to the
fund following an initiative by Tony Maggs.

The Canal and River Trust (formerly
British Waterways) need help to make
sure that the suitable habitats are
available for wildlife to have the
chance to thrive.
The project will install coir rolls backfilled with soil and aquatic plants along
the Erewash Canal to soften the bank
margins to increase the available habitat for damselflies and native crayfish
and reduce the erosion of the canal
bank that increases the level of silt and
turbidity of the water, which makes it
harder for wildlife to flourish. Sites for
fishermen will also be created.

The money will be used
to buy posts and coir
rolls and other equipment and volunteers will
be organised to carry out
the work.

This is hoped to lessen
the effect of the devastation of wildlife
caused by deoxygenation following
contaminated runoff from water used
This project is essential to protect vital to fight a fire at the Stanton site in
habitats on the Erewash Canal, bringing September.
important species such as crayfish,

A bream Abramis brama is
returned to the Erewash
Canal
Photo credit Marion Bryce

DANES Insect Show
Children made a beeline for the
LENS stand at the insect show.
Quizzes on basic insect identification, life cycles and shield bugs were
for all ages. Held at the
Brackenhurst campus, overall visitor
numbers were down due to other
events held on the same day but
the show was better than ever.

Volume 2 Issue 11

Helen Knewstubb quizzes
visitors to the Insect Show
Photo credit Marion Bryce

A series of talks were held throughout the day, on subjects such as,
the seashore, harvestmen and also
Whisby Nature Park. This was a
new initiative which
27 was very welcome and lifted the show to a new
level.

Shield bug colouring sheet
Photo credit Marion Bryce
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LENS Long Eaton Natural History
Society

CONTACTS
LENS Indoor Meetings
Please send pictures and wildlife news to
the Editor, Marion Bryce

14 Jan

Birds of Derbyshire Trent Valley - past,
present and future
Dr David Parkin

11 Feb

British Mammals (Characteristic identification
in the field) Joe Kirkwood

23 Marlborough Road
Long Eaton

11 March

Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Partnership
Nick Moyes

Nottingham
NG10 2BS
E-mail: Lensnaturalhistory@yahoo.co.uk

Indoor meetings start at 7.15pm in the Social Activities Annex,
Long Eaton Public Library, Broad Street , Long Eaton. Cost £1 for
members, £2 for visitors. All welcome.
CONTACT:Alan Heath 0115 9733766

Also see LENS at Long Eaton School World Environment Day
5 July 2.00 -3.30 pm
The Friends of Kirk Hallam Lake and Meadows Lakeside Festival Sunday, 7 July 12 noon to 4.00 pm
Friends of Forbes Hole Working Parties with Groundwork Creswell,
Ashfield & Mansfield
Concrete paving slab at Long Eaton with
lichen -Lecanora muralis

Wed 23rd, Wed 30 Jan
Wed 6th Feb, Wed 20 Feb,

Lichens are now considered to be fungi with
entrained algae ‘lichenised fungi’.

Wed 6th March
Tools and gloves and biscuits provided. Please bring a drink with you and come in warm and
waterproof clothing. We meet in the car park Forbes Hole Local Nature Reserve, Field Farm
Road, Long Eaton. The work will be a mixture of wetland and woodland habitat
management. contact details are:

They change colour in wet/dry, acid/alkali
conditions

Membership Renewal Form
I would like to be a member of Long
Eaton Natural History Society

email mfarrell@groundwork.org.uk
Mobile 07801 122 494

Name
________________________________
Address ________________________________
________________________________
Postcode_________________________
Tel no___________________________
Email____________________________
I enclose a cheque/postal order for £8.00
The annual subscription entitles members to attend
meetings at £1.00 per session.
I agree/do not agree that LENS can keep my name
on a database.

Jean with daughter Lyndsay and June Crosby behind

Please return completed form to the Hon Treasurer,
Helen Knewstubb,

Photo credit Lyndsay
Jean Jones 90th Birthday
A raffle was held which raised nearly £400 for Great Ormond Street Hospital

9 Kingsley Crescent, Sawley Long Eaton NG10 3DA
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