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It is back breaking work 

creating vole habitat but 

there were plenty of volun-

teers at the Community 

Action Day organised by 

LENS and the Canal and 

River Trust and sponsored 

by Roland Hosker through 

Erewash Borough Council 

and Derbyshire County 

Council’s grant schemes.  

The pond dipping activity 

showed how last year’s 

pollution incident still af-

fected the canal as there 

were no invertebrates in 

the noxious bottom sedi-

ment and no aquatic wa-

terweeds.  There was still 

wildlife exploiting the semi 

aquatic waterside vegeta-

tion and also the water 

itself. Tadpoles, common 

newts, sticklebacks, and 

carp fry were abundant. 

Dragonfly exuviae were all 

of banded demoiselle.  

A brave band of litterpick-

ers scoured the canal bank 

from Long Eaton to Sandi-

acre Lock.  

Students from Broomfield 

College and local scouts 

were keen to carry out a 

butterfly transect on the 

nearby Toton Washlands 

reserve and were left  in 

no doubt that butterflies 

are difficult to catch, but 

there is no other way to 

identify white butterflies. 

Holly blue, orange tip, 

speckled wood, meadow 

brown, peacock, small, 

large and green veined 

white butterflies were 

recorded. It was wonder-

ful to see an azure king-

fisher carrying a large 

fish flying low down the 

River Erewash.                                                                                  

The best sighting of the 

day was a water vole who 

ignored all the fuss and 

continued eating lunch. 

GIVE A VOLE A HOME  

ON THE EREWASH CANAL 

COMMUNITY ACTION 
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Erewash Tree Wardens  

contact Jamie Richards 

jaimey.richards@erewash.gov.uk 

 

Wildlife emergency no  

08456 058058  

UK Fungus Day 

13th Oct 2013 

There will a series of events, lectures 

and forays across the UK to celebrate 

the wonderful fungal kingdom Zoe and Ben Raking the Mud 

 Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Water vole  

Photo credit John Travis 
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 Page 2 

A weekend wildlife extravaganza was 
held at Attenborough to celebrate 50 
years of Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. 
The first ever attempt to list all of the 

wildlife on the reserve aiming to record 
at least 50 new species. Events were 
free. Wildlife workshops, walks and 
talks on many subjects of natural histo-
ry interest including flying spiders. The 
sunny weather and so many activities 

meant everyone enjoyed themselves. 

LENS, DANES, Opticron and Beeston 
Wildlife Group were based in inflatable 
gazebos outside the visitor centre to 
answer queries and identify finds.NWT 
succeeded in recording 733 species in-
cluding 94 new for the reserve.  

 

getting more publicity, getting sup-

port from EBC,  plus enjoying a 
Community Picnic and organising a 
tree walk, moth watch and a sky 

watch.    Erewash Borough Council 
painted the play equipment, laid 
the tarmac path, replaced the Dia-
mond Jubilee oak tree and sup-
ported other activities. 

For more information please con-
tact Katharine Stewart – Publicity 

Officer – Friends of Hayworth Road 
Park - phone 0115 849 0005 or 
email krstewart1999@yahoo.com 

The Friends of Hayworth Road Park 

was set up about 2 years ago to help 
maintain Hayworth Park by upgrad-
ing certain areas and increasing the 

flora and fauna of the park, working 
with Erewash Borough Council  
 
The Friends have met new members 
of the local community and made 
new friends. Achievements include 
planting and enlarging the wild flow-

er areas, planting daffodil bulbs,  

tidying up the woodland, picking up 
litter, painting the wooden fence 

around the play area, planting a 
hedge at the back of the shops,   

See Ian Viles list of moths P 3 

 

 

pond, but the spawn was affected by 
the ice and snow - later there were 
hundreds of tadpoles, and several 
small froglets were seen in the longer 
grass area in the orchard. A heron 

has also been spotted in the pond on 
several occasions. The new compost-
ing loo is proving to be a marvellous 
addition, and so far no problems with 
unpleasant odours. The loo gets quite 

a lot of use, especially from parties of 
younger school children who visit the 

site periodically. 

enquiries@diginstapleford.org 

 

Dig In is Stapleford’s very own 

community allotment, run by local 

people for local people. Based at the 
Albany Allotments site on Pasture 

Road, it offers lots of planting space, 

knowledge, experience, and the op-
portunity to get growing together in 

a friendly and helpful environment. 

It is open to all and it is completely 

free The cold weather prevented 

early planting outdoors, but a few 
seedlings were grown in the poly-

tunnel. The frogs spawned in the 

 

Stapleford Community Allotment 

Dig In Allotment 

Photo credit David Gell 

The recently upgraded new paths 
and a lovely new car park make 
access to the reserve easier for 
everyone. 

Notts birdwatchers post regular 
sightings which include bar tailed 
godwit and green sandpiper. A red 

kite and a Montagu’s harrier were 
seen over Brandshill Wood in June 

http://
www.attenboroughnaturecentre.co.uk/
sightings/ 

 

 

 

Sarah Goodacre flying spiders 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Hayworth Road Park, Sandiacre 

The Big 50 - 50th Anniversary NWT Wildlife Event 

Moth Watch at Hayworth Park 

 Photo credit David Pinney 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
mailto:krstewart1999@yahoo.com?subject=hayworth
mailto:enquiries@diginstapleford.org?subject=dig%20in
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?msid=210109226811030356173.0004bb25bc56bb3aa80a7&msa=0
http://www.attenboroughnaturecentre.co.uk/sightings/
http://www.attenboroughnaturecentre.co.uk/sightings/
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12th July 2013 for 2 hours  10 pm to 12 midnight   

Vice County: 57    

Grid Reference:  SK477360     

Recorder's name: I. M. Viles    

Address of site: Hayworth Park, Sandiacre    

Trap type: 125W MV    

Scientific Name Common Name Status 12/07/2013 

Tortrix viridana Green Oak Tortrix   1 

Chrysoteuchia culmella Garden Grass-veneer   10 

Crambus pascuella Crambus pascuella   10 

Eurrhypara hortulata Small Magpie   1 

Habrosyne pyritoides Buff Arches   1 

Hemithea aestivaria Common Emerald   1 

Cidaria fulvata Barred Yellow   1 

Eupithecia pulchellata 
pulchellata Foxglove Pug   1 

Pasiphila rectangulata Green Pug   1 

Opisthograptis luteolata Brimstone Moth   1 

Ourapteryx sambucaria Swallow-tailed Moth   3 

Biston betularia Peppered Moth (Light)   3 

Lomographa temerata Clouded Silver   1 

Deilephila elpenor Elephant Hawk-moth   1 

Leucoma salicis White Satin Local 1 

Eilema lurideola Common Footman   1 

Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine   1 

Nola cucullatella Short-cloaked Moth   1 

Agrotis exclamationis Heart & Dart   1 

Axylia putris Flame   1 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder   1 

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing   1 

Xestia triangulum Double Square-spot   1 

Melanchra persicariae Dot Moth   1 

Lacanobia oleracea Bright-line Brown-eye   1 

Mythimna pallens Common Wainscot   1 

Acronicta megacephala Poplar Grey   1 

Acronicta aceris Sycamore Local 2 

Acronicta leporina Miller   1 

Acronicta tridens/psi Grey Dagger agg.   1 

Cryphia domestica Marbled Beauty   1 

Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches   1 

Bena bicolorana Scarce Silver-lines Local 1 

Hypena proboscidalis Snout   1 

Zanclognatha tarsipen- Fan-foot   1 

    58 

Moth watch at Hayworth Road Park, Sandiacre  

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Everyone eagerly awaits the first signs of spring and where better to observe them than on your own street.  

Plants that grow in the cracks in pavements got off to a good start this season. This is possibly due to soil warm-
ing effects from the lovely sunshine we have experienced over the past few weeks. The radiant heat warms the 
stone which then retains the heat and protects the weeds from frost. The lime in the cement gives an alkaline 
environment ideal for plant’s uptake of nutrients.  Currently in Marlborough Road we have flowering:  

The beautiful pale purple flowers of spring Crocus Crocus vernus, are self-seeded, This native of southern Europe 
is the commonest crocus grown in gardens First recorded in 1998 there are only three records in the Derbyshire 

Flora (2004) which probably represent relics of cultivation or garden throw outs. Common whitlow grass, Erophila 
verna is an occasional native ephemeral of all types of bare, open habitats including limestone outcrops, walls, 

open grassland, waste ground in built up areas. Common chickweed Stellaria media, Shepherd’s-purse Capsella 
bursa-pastoris and groundsel Senecio vulgaris may be collected for animal food. First recorded in 1789, these 
common native annuals of nutrient-enhanced soils and disturbed and cultivated areas grow throughout Derby-
shire. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bright yellow flowers of lesser celandine, first record 1789. is a locally abundant and increasing native peren-
nial of woods, hedges and damp grasslands seen early in the year. Formerly Ranunculus ficaria now named Ficar-
ia verna, lesser celandine exists in two forms subsp chrysocephalus and subsp. verna respectively which are very 
similar in appearance. Sub sp verna prefer more shady locations and frequently develops bulbils at the base of 
the stalk. The naming of plants is complicated and names are changing - more so now than in the past, as  

molecular studies show the relationship between plants. Common names are constant but they vary in each local-

ity, so can't be used in the same systematic way as binomial or latin names. 

Ivy leaved speedwell Veronica hederifolia is an anciently established (first recorded in 1789) scrambling annual of 

cultivated ground, wasteland, hedges and banks which occurs occasionally throughout our area. Two subspecies 
occur; sub sp hederifolia a plant of more open habitats such as arable fields, and sub sp lucorum, a  plant of 
more shaded habitats such as hedges. Red Dead-nettle Lamium purpureum,first record 1829,is an anciently es-
tablished annual of arable land, gardens, disturbed ground and waysides, generally on fertile soils. It occurs com-
monly. Hen-bit Dead-nettle Lamium amplexicaule is a much more uncommon species. First recorded in 1829 it is 
an anciently established but decreasing annual of gardens, arable fields, disturbed ground and walls recorded oc-
casionally.The flowers are self pollinating (cleistogamous). 

Danish Scurvygrass Cochlearia danica  is a frequent established winter annual of salt treated roads throughout 

Derbyshire. When flowering in spring it forms ribbons of white or pale pink alongside the majority of main roads, 
and increasingly, minor ones as well. The first records in 1972, were from railway ballast. There were no further 

records for twenty years until a 1992 sighting at the side of the A52/M1 in SK43. After that, this native of coastal 
Britain rapidly spread along almost all major routes.  

Grasses flower later in the year, Wall barley Hordeum murinum, used as darts by children, is an annual native 
grass of rough grassland, waysides and waste land, not so common out of our local area. First recorded in 1789 it 
may be an ancient introduction from Europe. Annual meadow grass Poa annua first recorded in 1789 is a very 
common native annual or short-lived perennial of a range of habitats. It occurs in grass fields, lawns, cultivated 

ground and waste places throughout our area. Rat’s-tail Fescue Vulpia myuros first record1971, a native of 
southern Europe, is a recently established annual of dry open habitats in rough ground and waste places, proba-
bly introduced as a contaminant of seeds or grains. Fern-grass Catapodium rigidum, first recorded 1880, is a rare 
native annual which generally occurs in limestone areas. Alan Wilmot, the BSBI recorder for Derbyshire, once 
observed ‘The only other place I have seen fern grass is between the cracks in the paving stones.’ 

Soon we will see the sweet violet, herb Robert, wood avens, pellitory of the wall, purple toadflax, gallant soldier, 
wall speedwell and Canadian fleabane  and the many other flowers that grow in the cracks in pavements.  

Marion Bryce 4 April 2013  

http://www.derby.gov.uk/apps/flora/ 

 

Plants in Pavements by Marion Bryce 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
http://www.derby.gov.uk/apps/flora/
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Our last report lamenting the 
absence of bullfinch sightings 
proved to be premature, for on 
the following day (11th Dec 
2012) a female bird appeared, 
returning on 12th  Dec. A pair of 

bullfinch was subsequently ob-
served tucking into a feast of 

sunflower hearts on16th Dec but 
there were no further sightings 
until a pair appeared on 12th 
May 2013 whenthey were rec-

orded frequently between 17th 
and 29th May with further sight-
ings on 18th and 19th June and 
19th, 24th, 25th, 29th and 31st 
July. 

 Goosanders in varying numbers 
continued visiting the pond on a 
daily basis.  The highest total 

saw 15 males and 7 females on 
17th Dec and the final sighting 
was a pair on 5th April. 

A herring gull and common gull 
were present on the pond on 
15th and 16th Jan respectively 
whilst a lesser blackbacked gull 
was noted on 17th Jan.  A pair of 

swans returned to the pond on 
3rd Jan and have remained although unfortunately they have not attempted to nest.  A pair of Canada geese 
touched down briefly on 20th Feb.  A Kingfisher flew through the garden on 2lst Dec and perched on branches 
alongside the pond for a while. It’s distinctive call was heard on 23rd Dec and there was a further sighting on 1st 
Feb 2013. Tufted duck have made only sporadic visits to the pond during the winter period.  A solitary female 

arrived on 12th Dec but a pair were daily visitors between 4-8th Feb appearing again on 20th and 21st Feb. A 
lone male was noted on 6th March and a pair of males on 12th March.  Four coots were observed on the pond on 

20th Feb but have since disappeared and a moorhen entered the garden on 15th March but has not been seen 
since. 

Waxwings continued to visit the garden up until 30th Dec when 17 birds were present. 

A further highlight of the winter period has been the unprecedented sightings of siskin.  A male bird appeared on 
17th Jan and three days later further male and female birds appeared on a daily basis in varying numbers until 
1st May when a solitary male visited the feeders.  A record total of 17 were in the trees and on the feeders on 
21st Feb.  

Great spotted woodpecker continue to visit with sightings of both male and female birds on eight occasions.  A 
male reed bunting was observed on 13th Dec and a female appeared on 10th March from when it became a daily 

visitor until the final sighting on 24th April.  Rare visitors to the garden were a male blackcap on 9th Jan 2013, a 
white throat on 20th April and a willow warbler on 21st April.  

 Fieldfare appeared only in small numbers during Jan the highest total comprising five birds on 19th Jan. Redwing 

were even scarcer with just four recorded during the period late Dec-20th Feb.  

A mistle thrush was an uncommon visitor to the garden on 16th Jan whilst a pair of jackdaws have become a fre-
quent sight.  One was attempting to cling desperately to a feeder containing fat balls on 30th July without much 
success. House sparrows have made a welcome return after an absence of several months with flocks of 12+ 
visiting the garden daily on various feeders. 

A house martin was also an unusual victim of the heat on 23rd July when it was spotted, wings outstretched, on 
the garage roof. 

 A fox was a surprising late morning visitor on 19th July when it spent several minutes in the heat sitting on one 
of the lawns before leisurely making its way out of the garden. 

  

OUR GARDEN/BARKER’S POND      

Fay and John Blackburn 

Fay and John’s garden at Quorndon Crescent Long Eaton 

 Photo credit Fay Blackburn 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a 

promotional tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing materials, 

such as press releases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a successful newsletter 

is making it useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your 

newsletter is to develop and write your 

own articles, or include a calendar of up-

coming events or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your articles 

short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your Web 

site. Microsoft Publisher offers a simple 

way to convert your newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when you’re finished 

writing your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

 

 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

 

Examining the catch Photo credit Dave Pinney 

Inside Story Headline 

Long Eaton School Environment Day 

Dave Pinney, Alan Heath and Dave Gell enjoyed running the pond-dipping activity at the District Cub Scout Activ-

ity Weekend Camp. This was held at the Long Eaton District Scout Activity Centre at Trent Lock. The ditch  stud-

ied was in Leicestershire (just!). Each group of about eight Cub Scouts spent an hour on each activity. List of or-

ganisms found  P7. 

District Cub Scout Activity  by David Pinney 

LENS stall at LES  

Photo credit Alan Heath 

The school welcomed over 400 visitors to the Environmental 
Fun Day. There are 300 individual trees on site, discounting the 
hedge planting along the fenced boundary Tree Wardens Roger 
Smith and Jane Limb trained students to identify up to 25 trees. 

Jane Limb and Claudia Smith prepared test cards and helped to 
set out a specially prepared tree trail and Tree Wardens David 
Pinney, Pat Ancliff and Anne and Geoff Bennett tested students 
on the day.  
Long Eaton School have won an award from Rotary Internation-
al Environment Group to put towards their work protecting the 
environment and improving the local flora and fauna. Recently 

they have registered with DWT and Kew Gardens on a         
wildflower project. 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Ditch behind Trent Lock Scout Activity Centere sampled in early June 2013 
by Cub Scouts at the District Activity Camp pond-dipping activity 

(as determined by Alan Heath, David Gell and David Pinney) 
 

Algae Chlorophycea Blanket weed Spirogyra sp. 

Algae Bacillariophyceae Diatom Synedra sp. 

Algae Bacillariophyceae Diatom Diatoma sp. 

Algae Bacillariophyceae Diatom Fragellaria sp. 

Algae Bacillariophyceae Diatom Cymbella ehrenbergii 

Algae Chrysophtya Synurid alga Synura sp. 

Protoctista Euglenozoa Euglena Euglena sp. 
 

Animals 
Platyhelminthes Class Turbellaria Flatworm Polycelis nigra 

Annelida Class Clitellata Leech - - 

Mollusca Class 
Gastropoda 

Ramshorn Snail Planorbis sp. 

Arthropoda/Crustacea Order 
Amphipoda 

Freshwater Shrimp Gammarus sp. 

 Order Cladocera Water Flea Simocephalus sp. 

 Order Cladocera Water Flea Chydorus sp. 

 Order Isopoda Water Slater or 
Hoglouse 

Asellus sp. 

 Order Copepoda Cyclops Cyclops sp. 

Arthropoda/Insecta Order 
Coleoptera 

Great Diving Beetle Dytiscus marginalis 

 Order 
Coleoptera 

Whirligig Beetle Gyrinus sp. 

 Order 
Coleoptera 

Water Beetle - - 

 Order 
Ephemeroptera 

Mayfly nymph Cloeon sp. 

 Order Odonata Damsel Fly nymph Coenagrion sp. 

 Order Odonata Dragonfly nymph - - 

 Order Diptera Rat-tailed maggot Eristalis  tenax 

 Order Diptera Midge larva Chironomus sp. 

 Order Hemiptera Lesser 
Waterboatman 

Corixa punctata 

 Order Hemiptera Backswimmer Notonecta sp. 

 Order Hemiptera Pond Skater Gerris sp. 

Arthropoda/Arachnida Order 
Trombidiformes 

Water Mite - - 

Chordata Class Amphibia Common Frog 
tadpole 

Rana temporaria 

 
Water pH 7.8 (Lovibond Comparator – Phenol Red indicator) 
The ditch, next to grassland used by cattle, was filled with reeds and other vegetation. 
In late May 2011 the pH was 8.2. Daphnia pulex was in abundance and red in colour near the 
style footbridge. We found none this time. In 2011 we also found Hydra oligactis, Planorbis 
corneus (Giant Ramshorn snail), Cypris sp. (Seed shrimp), Culex sp. (Mosquito larva), Leactra 
sp. (Stonefly nymph) and Alderfly nymph. 
David Pinney 

LIST OF ORGANISMS (EXCL. HIGHER PLANTS)  

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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April 29   Melbourne Pond 
Meet 7pm at war memorial by Melbourne Church for flowers and waterfowl. Approx 2 mile walk 
around picturesque Melbourne Pond. 

Grid ref : SK 389250  

Leader  Marion Bryce 

We were blessed by a perfect clear still evening as sixteen of us left Melbourne Church with everything we 
needed except Marion, our leader for the night! With the church tower as a landmark we hoped we couldn’t get 
lost! Melbourne Pool looked serene in the evening light, but noisy Canada geese announced their presence. 
Greylag geese, coot, mallard, tufted duck, mute swans and moorhens swam on the calm water and busied 
themselves at their nests. A grey wagtail and a sparrowhawk were spotted. We spent some time trying to dis-
tinguish the swallows from the house martins as they swooped low over our heads and the water, then up and 
away.  As we got our eyes in we could spot the chestnut throat and long thin forked tails of the swallows.  

 

Alan took several samples of water from the lake and showed us freshwater shrimps and a mayfly larva. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

               Looking across Melbourne Pond to the Parish Church  

                                     Photo credit Marion Bryce 

 

As we entered the woods we were entranced by a song thrush singing his heart out at the top of the canopy. 
We picked out the song of a chiffchaff from the melodic chorus of bird song, and spotted robin, chaffinch, gold-
finch, bluetit and the omnipresent wood pigeon. The ground was yellow with lesser celandine in places. Butter-
bur, dog’s mercury, coltsfoot, large bittercress, goldilock's buttercup and a few wood avens were already in 

flower. We noticed many small Himalayan balsam seedlings, which will not remain small for long.  A very white 
fungus was identified as slime mould. Amongst the trees which had been felled was a yew revealing a slice of 
reddened wood, which appeared to be ‘bleeding’ sap. Attempting to count the rings we estimated the tree to be 
well over 100 years old and learnt a new word, ‘dendrochronology’, the science of determining the age of trees. 

 

Leaving the woods we walked round a cultivated field, with purple sprouting broccoli and celeriac ready to har-

vest. Along the field boundary grew forget-me-not, red and white dead-nettle and garlic mustard.  

 

Looking back we noticed that our party had increased by one person. It was indeed Marion, who had been de-
layed by a bad traffic hold-up, but had managed to catch us up at last. She told us that Lord Melbourne, Wil-
liam Lamb, Queen Victoria’s first prime minister was named after Melbourne Hall, seat of the Lamb Family and 
Melbourne in Australia was named after Lord Melbourne. Thomas Cook, travel agent, was born in Melbourne.  

His first foray into the travel business was to organise a trip for a group of temperance campaigners to travel 
by train the 11 miles from Leicester to Loughborough for a rally. 

 

As we climbed the hill we admired the view over the roofs of the Georgian houses of Melbourne, then passed 
through a kissing gate, the best constructed we had ever seen, having been recently repaired by the Melbourne 

Footpaths Group. Passing along a narrow passage between stone walls we were rewarded by seeing several 
different ferns, ivy leafed toadflax and wall rue. Then the beautiful Norman doorway of Melbourne church came 
into view.  

 

Joan Breakwell 

Goldilocks buttercup Ranunculus auricomus 

 Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Large bittercress Cardamine amara 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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May 13  Risley Tree Walk 
Meet at Risley Village Hall car park (next to church) off Derby Road, Risley 
Grid ref  SK 460 357 Postcode DE72 3SU  
Leader  Pat Ancliff 

 

LENS members travelled through sleet and rain to meet in the Village Hall car park. Pat Ancliff Risley Parish 

Councillor and  Erewash Borough Council Tree Warden, distributed copies of her walk leaflet 'Trees with stories 

to tell' and we set off on our walk.  

Melbourne Pond Dipping Results 29 April 2013  

pH7.5 

Gammarus, Daphnia, Cyclops, Corixa, Canthocamptus, Polycelis nigra, Caddis larva, Cloeon nymph, Chirono-

mus larva. 

Nematode, Rotifer, Vorticella, Bursaria, Diatoma, Cymbella ehrenbergii, Stentor, Oscillatoria, Nitzschia simoi-

dea, Lionotus, Surirella constricta, Spirostomum, Pleurosigma. 

22 species in total.  Alan Heath 

Gill Martin, Margaret Hobby, Martin, John Langford, Alan Heath, Brian Hobby, Tony Maggs, Catherine Harrison, 

John Haynes, Pat Ancliff, Helen Knewstubb, Joan Breakwell, Stephanie White and Christine Carrier 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Since 1930, Risley Parish Council have planted memorial trees, Pat has recovered the history. First we saw an 

oak tree planted for Prince Charles and Diana's 1981 wedding. Then we posed under a bird cherry bursting 

with blossom. We were surrounded by magnificent buildings, Risley Church and Risley Hall on land once owned 

by the Willoughbys of Wollaton hall.  One horse chestnut and 2 elms remain from 7 Queen's coronation trees,  

planted 1954. In front gardens and the school grounds are some of the 14 copper beeches planted to remem-

ber the villagers who fell in World War 1, named on the war memorial. The 4 huge yews in the churchyard 

may be 200 years old. Two ancient lime trees photographed at the turn of the century are in the front garden 

of the old School House.  

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Turning into The City, the gardens of the Old Post Office alongside the brook, were very colourful. We passed 

the old horse chestnut tree and the willow at Willow Bridge where George Smith, past LENS Chairman, used to 

live. Drawn in by nostalgia we squidged into Risley Wilderness, a white starry wonderland of  luscious aromatic 

wild garlic.  A birdsong pause, song thrush, blackbird and robin. Pipistrelle bats, tawny owls and little owls live 

in the wood. Where the majestic ribbed veteran ivy clad, hornbeam was leaning.  

 

The Golden Brook runs through marshy land at Derbyshire Wildlife Trust's Risley Glebe Nature Reserve and is a 

crossroads of footpaths leading to Dale Abbey and Hopwell.  Turning away and crossing a stile, we walked 

alongside a tall hedge punctuated with wrinkled grey ash trees. White petals bruising brown, the blackthorn 

was just bursting into leaf and shining papery green nuts decorated the elm saplings. 

 

The footpath led across a wheat field to Bluebell Wood which is owned by an American lady, who bought it in 

memory of her grandfather. Deep blue moment: The gentle fragrance from the drooping bells delighted, red 

campion and cuckoo pint were just opening. Plaited hornbeam bark with catkins, oak, sycamore and horse 

chestnut, evening candles lighting. In the corner, fenced off, brambles hid a bat roost in an old water reservoir. 

 

The feathery flowers of an ancient ash tree cut a delicate tracery against the blue sky, we basked. Pale pink 

cuckoo flower peeped above long grass in the cottage garden. The elaborate scrolled gates of Risley Lodge 

marked the green raised track of Park Drive across the field: Imagine the carriage carrying the Hooley family 

children, Ernest-Terah, Teresa and Basil, along the private drive to church. Terah Hooley, founder of the Long 

Eaton lace mills is buried in Risley churchyard.  

 

At the end of the path, deep gold cowslips shone at the bottom of the hedge by Manor Farm. Along the main 

road, a twisting multi-stemmed elm tree is an Indian puzzle left from a huge elm which was cut down 40 years 

ago. 5 King George VI memorial trees remain from 18 planted on the roadside bank in 1936. The young trees 

were damaged by drunken revellers 70 years ago. Once known as The Blue Ball, the public house was originally 

the Ffych Arms but is now called the Risley Park. 

 

This was a beautiful evening, sweet with flowers and memories. 

The Wilderness at Risley Glebe 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 
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Field Mouse-ear 

Cerastium arvense 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

From Derby Flora on line: Field Mouse-ear is a very rare native perennial of 
dry grasslands, found on a range of soil types, from calcareous to slightly acid-
ic. Apart from upland areas in the north and west, modern records are scat-
tered right across Derbyshire, from Longshaw (SK2679) to Markland Grips 

(SK5074) and the Trent banks near Long Eaton (SK5032) , as noted in Linton's 
Flora. Formerly it grew over much the same area, but has been lost from a 
number of sites, possibly due to agricultural improvements. Nationally it is a 
species with an eastern distribution that has sadly shown a marked decline in 

frequency, particularly at the edge of its range (Preston et al. 2002). http://
www.derby.gov.uk/apps/flora/Flora.aspx?SpeciesID=374 

May 20   Flower & Bird Ramble along River Trent 
Park at end of Meadow Lane, Long Eaton, for approx 3 mile flat walk with no stiles, to explore the 

wildlife of the Trent Valley. 
Grid ref  SK 503 328 

Leader  Christine Carrier 
Report Marion Bryce 

 

 

We decided it was definitely a dandelion year as we stood posing in a field 

of bright yellow flower heads in the sunshine. It was easy to smile for the 

photo. Walking on wide paths with lush vegetation adorned with ladies 

lace and birds serenading us from poplar and willow trees. Blackcap, 

goldfinch, dunnock, wren, robin, a pair of green woodpeckers in the tree 

top, graceful terns patrolling the river, and yes, a distant cuckoo.  Yellow 

charlock, winter cress and rape, creeping and bulbous buttercup, blue 

ground ivy and lilac dames violet. White trumpets of field mouse ear 

beamed from the banked up fine sediment where a secret footpath led to 

a sandy beach by a blue lagoon. Reassured by the familiar backdrop of 

Ratcliffe on Soar power station, we knew this was reality. Oak, spindle, 

whitebeam, hawthorn and hazel. A trembling copse of aspen marked the 

turn to the Pasture Lane path back to Trent meadows. 

Ivan Carrier, Judy Langford, Anne Verity, John Langford, Dave Pinney, Stuart Gilder, Catherine Harrison,  

Tony Maggs Front:Joan Breakwell, Helen Knewstubb, Christine Carrier (Walk Leader), Alan Heath 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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June 3   Stanton Gate Triangle 
Small car park (free) at end of rough track at bottom of Mill Road off B6003 (Church St) Stapleford, 
(you may prefer to park on road nearby)  approx 2 mile flat walk, (bridge with steps) that includes 

Stanton Gate Local Nature Reserve.  

Grid ref  SK 486 375  near Postcode NG9  8FE 
Leader and report Marion Bryce 
 
The bottom of Mill Lane is an unlikely spot to start a natural history walk but the Stanton Gate triangle is a hid-
den gem. Under a  blue sky with cotton wool cumulus a tarmac footpath leads through damp water meadows by 
the River Erewash. Purple heads of meadow foxtail and marsh foxtail wave between clumps of hard rush and a 
drifts of meadow buttercup. Alongside the path soft brome and barren brome tangle with herb Robert, shining 

cranesbill and hedge mustard. Tumbling waterfalls of may blossom arch overhead where alder cones are set. A 
swerve of the river carves steep banks for the kingfisher to nest and red-throated low swallows skim caddis. 
 

Grey leaves of marsh ragwort, drooping pink heads of marsh willow 

herb and ladysmock, bright eyed tufted forget me not, yellow cel-
ery leaved buttercup receptacle protruding and confetti white flow-

ers of common crowfoot are found in this site of interest for nature 
conservation which is on the Nottinghamshire side of the river. 
 
Across the road we watch a rabbit bravely cross the multi-track rail 
line, designated for an upgrade to HS2. A meeting of road, rail, 
river and canal at Stanton Gate Local Nature Reserve. Huge rec-
tangular stepping stones lead to the canal side where the halo-

phyte lesser sea spurrey flowers among toad rush under the mo-
torway bridge. Stepping up to the meadow, iron slag and furnace 
waste from Stanton ironworks creates a depauperate soil where 
wild flowers thrive. Birds foot trefoil, zig-zag clover, ox eye daisy 

and kidney vetch attract many butterflies in summer (which is  
rather late this year) yellow meadow ants create a fine island tilth. 
 

Wading through long grass and ladies lace with bright blue islands 
of Spanish bluebells we leave the reserve in search of gnomes and cross to the Erewash canal. Mallard with 
ducklings swim past reedy coots' nests. We stroll past the black and white gates of Pasture Lock to the pleasing 
curve of Bridge number 12 and a view of timeless equine pasture. Tapestry veridian stroked russet ridge and 
standing water furrow, stripe to fresh spring green shades of distant trees.  The canal is a rippling metallic curve 
narrowing to the sharp steeple of the church of St Giles at the Stoney Clouds azimuth.  

 
We sing across the rusty trellis and uncertain planks of Stores Bridge back to Mill Lane. 
 
 

 

Alan Heath, Margaret Hobby, Christine Carrier, Colin and Malina Benn, Richard Pyle, Hazel 
and Dave Gell, Stephanie White, Brian Hobby, Helen Knewstubb, Stuart Gilder, John Haynes, 

Dave Pinney, John and Fay Blackburn, Mike Barratt 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Common crowfoot Ranunculus aquatilis 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 
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June 15 (Sat) Sence Valley and Donington le Heath Manor House 
Meet in lower car park (free, toilets in upper car park) at Sence Valley SK 401 114.  
Afternoon meet, Donington le Heath Manor House (car park free) (SK 420 126) explore the physic 

garden and the incredible wild flower areas below the car park.   

Leader David Gibbons 
Report Joan Breakwell 
 
Sence Valley was once part of a vast opencast coal mine, but has since been beautifully landscaped, including 
the planting of 98,000 trees. It is now managed by the Forestry Commission. 

 

In the morning we walked around one of 
the three lakes, Stonebridge Pond. Alt-
hough it was cloudy and the season late 

there was plenty to see.  Impossible to 
give more than the highlights: verges 

crowded with flowering grasses such as 
Yorkshire fog, cock’s foot and false oat; 
bright yellow lichen on the granite 
blocks on the bridge; the pretty and de-
lightfully-named Veronica beccabunga 

(brooklime); striking patches of red 
campion ranging from nearly white to 
deep pink; a lone broom plant, enjoying 
the acid soil,  in full bloom; a bank cov-
ered in common spotted orchids begin-
ning to show colour, but not ready to 
display their full glory for a couple of 

weeks or so; a weasel running across 
the path; a male reed bunting, which sat 
in the top of a nearby shrub for ages; a 
pair of great-crested grebes with two 
chicks. 

 

 

The guelder rose was in flower, rather resembling a lacy hydrangea. Our 
leader, David, told us the open flowers were sterile, whilst the ones which 
don’t open are the fertile ones. We also learnt that white dead-nettle has a 

square stem. He showed us a way of distinguishing soft from hard rush: the 
pith inside soft rush is a continuous long ‘stem’, whereas that in hard rush is 

more ladder like, containing holes.  

 

There was a large plantation of alder trees, which take nitrogen from the air 
and convert it into soil-enriching nitrates. The ground cover was an expanse 
of stinging nettles. David, commented that he couldn’t remember when he 
last saw caterpillars on stinging nettles although peacock, red admiral, small 
tortoiseshell and comma butterflies all lay their eggs on them. The decline in 
insect-life in general was striking. Apart from two female scorpion flies 

(which do not have the upturned abdomen resembling that of a scorpion of 
the males), there were few insects to be seen. Suddenly we saw what ap-
peared to be a very large bee. As it perched on a dead stick right in front of 
us we saw it was in fact a yellow broad-bodied chaser dragonfly. Cameras 

clicked merrily as two more of the same species joined it. We guessed they 
had just hatched and were drying their wings – definitely the highlight of the 

morning for me!  

 

After the morning walk a small group of us moved on to lunch at the nearby 

Donington-le Heath Manor House, parts of which date back to 1290, with its 
well-maintained physic garden, a common feature of the medieval manor 
house. The plants and herbs are labelled with Dr Culpepper’s recommenda-
tions for their medical uses to cure sore throats, headaches and much be-
sides. As well as more commonly grown herbs there were plants such as 
horse-radish, tansy and sweet woodruff. 

Below the car park is a little known wild flower meadow, which looked a picture. Swathes of ragged robin inter-
mingled with meadow and creeping buttercups, common vetch, white campion  and meadow cranesbill, which 

was just beginning to show colour. Yellow rattle was growing on only one side of the path. As it is parasitic on 
grass roots the grass on that side was weaker and the flower display more striking. Had it not been raining by 
then many bees and butterflies would surely have been visiting the flowers. 

Yellow flags at Stonebridge Pool—Sence Valley 

Photo credit Joan Breakwell 

Ragged robin Lychnis flos-cuculi  

Photo credit Joan Breakwell 

Femaile broad bodied chaser 

Libellula depressa  

Photo credit Joan Breakwell 
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June 29 (Sat) Wardlow Hay Cop – Orchids and Wildflowers 
Meet at parking space in Monsal Dale in the little car park by the river just after you turn right for 
Wardlow Hay Cop for uphill walk to nature reserve with stunning views and fascinating plant life.  
Grid ref  SK 176 723 

Leader  Brian Gough 
Report Joan Breakwell 
 

On a glorious afternoon in June a small group met in Monsaldale to 
explore the limestone loving flowers of Wardlow Hay Cop.  

 

The meadows looked beautiful covered in low-growing flowers, such 
as white fairy flax, purple thyme, blue speedwell, milkwort, which var-
ied from purple to blue to pink, yellow rock rose and many more. The 
yellow mountain pansies were a special treat. We saw twayblade and 
hundreds of stems of orchids, mostly common spotted, again varying 

in colour from white to deep pink. How wonderful to see all these 
flowers in the sun! 

 

We spotted an unusual thistle, not yet in flower. Our leader, Brian, 
was excited as he believed it to be the first record of a woolly thistle 
on Wardlow Hay Cop.  

 

We remarked how late the summer flowers were. Some early purple 
orchids still had a little purple left in them and we even saw a few 
bluebells, which hadn’t totally lost their blueness.  Butterflies were in 
short supply, but a few small heaths were on the wing and we saw 
common blue and small white. Brian showed us the early leaves of 

harebells, several stems of fragrant orchids in bud and two gentian 
plants, but we’ll have to return later in the summer to see the flowers! 

 

We had come to look for one plant in particular. It wasn’t easy to find, but fortunately Brian knew where to 
look. When we saw him disappear over a cliff accompanied by a chorus of ‘Jack’s from a large group of jack-
daws, we wondered whether only the brave would be rewarded. However we all managed to see the precious 

Nottingham catchfly growing on a ledge next to clumps of striking bloody cranesbill. Not much of it and I’m 
reliably told it is currently growing in much greater quantities in Kent! But ours was all the better for the chal-
lenge of finding it. 

Nottingham Catchfly Silene nutans 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Fay Blackburn and other LENS members in the Sence Valley 

Photo credit Alan Heath 
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July 29  Paget Estate, Charnwood Forest 
Meet Home Farm car park (by arrangement only), Woodhouse Lane. (Turn off opposite reservoir.)  

Short walk (some stiles) along ridge with lovely views. An interesting estate with working horses, 
charcoal making and dry stone walling.  

Grid ref  SK 504167 
Leader  Stuart Freeman 
Report Marion Bryce 
 
Home Farm on the Paget Estate is owned by the Joanna 
Herbert Stepney Charitable Settlement also known as 
the Paget Charitable Trust. It is an Organic Farm open to 

the public. On a damp dark day we arrived in the farm-
yard to meet Stuart Freeman of Total Tree Services Ltd 
who manages 250 Ha of woodland on the farm.  
Swallows and martins stooped low over the near field, 

not bothered by two kestrels hunting voles amongst a 
herd of long horn cows. A wagtail with slate grey upper 

parts and distinctive lemon yellow underside, wagged its 
tail and chicked from the top of a red barn.  
 
The evening brightened as we met Breeze and Storm the 
cob horses, known as Gipsy vanners, employed to do the 
heavy tree work. Stuart trained with Monty Roberts the 
Horse Whisperer and soon had us mesmerised and lead-

ing the horses. John Blackburn held the reins as Stuart 
demonstrated his absolute trust in Breeze ducking under 
his belly. 
 

Next we crossed the meadow with gatekeeper and com-
ma butterflies twirling. Chiascuro trees were exciting dis-
cussion, oak red, pedunculate or sessile? Neck craning 

blue spruce, leylandii, redwood and larch, with some 
standing deadwood. This was grand parkland.  
 
The bouncy leaf litter was alive with baby frogs and 
toads as we reached a close planted area where forestry 
training sessions are held, including safe use of chain-

saws, tree thinning and dry stone walling.  Sycamores 
have been removed from the wood except for one speci-
men tree which gained fame in the 2010 film ‘Pelican 
Blood’ which is a love story set in the world of obsessive 

birdwatchers. 

 

Charcoal making was next. Stuart owns two large burn-
ers which use wood trimmings to produce high quality 
local charcoal. The labour intensive 24 hour process in-
volves skill in packing logs in a wheel on top of kindling, 

a huge lid provides a reducing atmosphere, some oxygen 
is introduced successionally by alternately opening and 
stopping up basal air vents with soil.  
 
Continuing we looked up at the ridge but the light was 
fading as moved to an area of mature woodland. Lastly 

we peered through ivy to discover a ruined building 
which housed a waterwheel which used to send water to 
the farmhouse. Some of us squeezed through the tiny 
door to find the wheel in working order but no pump. 
Restoration will be another project for Stuart and his 
merry team. 
 

There are 3 permissive paths through the estate. The 
walk along the ridge at Buckhill Barns has the best view 
in the Soar Valley. As Joanna says: This is England and 
everybody should be able to enjoy England.’ 
 

Marion Bryce 

Absolute Trust of Breeze 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Stuart Freeman Charcoal Burner 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

 

The Waterwheel at Home Farm  

Photo credit Marion Bryce 
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Helen loves the trees at Home Farm 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Stuart holds the reins 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 
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Aug 12 Nottingham University Park Tree Walk 
Main Visitor car park (free in eve) 
Grid ref  SK 543 384   Postcode  NG7 2RD 

Leader  Graham Piearce 

Report Marion Bryce 
 
We take trees for granted.  If we see a tree we might notice if it is flowering or the leaves have changed colour 
but we tend to think of them in terms of landscape.  We feel sad when they are chopped down but we don’t know 
why.  
 
On a fine evening Graham led a merry romp around the campus.  With 3000 trees, 300 species in 300 acres at 

Nottingham University Park we had a lot of ground to cover. Some of the huge oak and beech trees predate the 
parkland trees which were planted after 1798 when gracious dwellings were built on the farmland of the former 
monastic demesne.  At Hugh Stewart Hall we learnt to tell the age of a monkey puzzle tree, the source of pine 
nuts, and saw an unusual fastigiate horse chestnut.  Golden sycamores reflected the evening sun. In the red-

wood grove we sympathized with a living fossil, the dawn redwood, only the female survives. In the colourful 
ampitheatre are yellow gum, Alpine snow gum and cider gum trees, eucalyptus with 20-60 x the volume of wood 

production of English oak saving native forests worldwide. A healthy ash tree was nearby. According to surveys 
only 17% of young people can recognize an ash tree.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A variegated sweet chestnut in Lincoln Hall was very attractive.  Taste the black fruit of the white mulberry. 

Zelkova serrata the Keaki tree is related to elm and can catch Dutch Elm disease. At Lenton Hurst a short leaved 

Cyprus cedar is awaiting ID confirmation, these trees do not produce viable seed until they are 150 years old.  
Stuart and Dave Pinney spotted a cone high up in the tree……… Through the Gertrude Jekyll garden to admire a 
National Girth Champion Ulmus ‘Sapporo Autumn Gold’ a disease resistant elm. Evelyn, a very popular field  
maple cultivar renamed Queen Elizabeth for the Golden Jubilee Year. Wonderful trees were hitting us fast, a rare 
red hipped Grignon Thorn, a fern leaved beech and a cut leaved birch. Nootka and Monterey cypress with the 
leylandii hybrid. Sort out the lime species in lime alley. The first holm oaks were planted in Wollaton in the 

1580s. Autumn tints in red maple leaves, snake bark and grey snake bark maples, vine-leaved maple with trifoli-
ate leaves. Chanticleer pear. Check out the brown hairs under the pin oak leaf. Turkish hazel is big for a garden, 
why not plant a trazel? The hybrid is smaller and has better quality nuts. Flowering cherries in the winter garden 
chosen so students can appreciate the flowers in term time. Medlar bletting in the Old Botanic Garden buy at 
Beeston WI. Most rare choke cherry impossible fruit. The Southern hemisphere roble beech beats global warm-
ing. A tree for the future. 

 

After you have been out with Graham Piearce you will never feel the same about trees again.  They have become 
3 dimensional beings. A vital part of our existence.  
 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Moth trapping and recording for the 

Garden Moth Scheme started March 1 
with an extremely poor start.  In 
week 4 and 5 only 2 Oak Beauty and 
1  Dotted Border were recorded 
across all of the East Midlands! The 
average number of moths recorded 
per recording night throughout spring 

and early summer was the lowest for 
5 years. Spring species such as Com-
mon Quakers and Hebrew Characters 

were still being recorded in early 
summer which shows the impact on 
the very cold start to this GMS year. 
Numbers were clearly affected by the 

heavy rain and wet weather as the 
larva burrow into the ground to 
overwinter in earthen cocoons. 

This bad news follows Butterfly 
Conservation’s 2013 publication 
‘The state of Britain’s larger moths’ 

which showed a period of in-
creased change, driven largely by 
human activity, with increasing 
numbers of new arrivals and sig-
nificant declines in many of our 
native species. The current focus 
on threatened moth species, is not 

enough. Pervasive environmental 
degradation and the decline of 
common species demand the rec-
reation of a rural and urban 
landscape that is much more 

 

Our trees are under threat. The 

number of pests and diseases 

attacking them has increased in 

the last few years. Free packs 

are available containing guides, 

information, fieldbooks and rec-

ord sheets to carry out a local 

tree health survey.  Surveys can 

be carried out between May and 

late September. The results can 

be sent in or entered on line.  

OPAL National Hedge Survey 

Buff Ermine Spilosoma luteum in a Toton garden 

In June voting took place in a poll run 
by BBC Wildlife Magazine for our 
'National Species'. 
The hedgehog won with a landslide 
of 42% of the votes.  
 
This result will hopefully focus much 
needed attention on the plight of the 
hedgehog in Britain and convince a new 
division of people that setting up a 

Hedgehog Street is the thing to do! 
 

1. Hedgehog (3,849 votes - 42%) 
2. Badger (2,157 votes) 
3. Oak tree (950 votes) 
4. Red squirrel (730 votes) 
5. Robin (626 votes) 
6. Otter (270 votes) 
7. Bluebell (198 votes) 
8. Water vole (150 votes) 
9. Swallow (108 votes) 

           Hedgehog Street 

Most unwanted tree pests 

 Chalara dieback 

 Asian longhorn beetle 

 Citrus longhorn beetle 

 Emerald ash borer beetle 

 Oak processionary moth 

 Pine processionary moth 

OPAL Tree Survey       

Moths 

 
 
 
 

This year, there are very few local 
records for hedgehogs. Our hedge-
hogs are declining and urgently need 
our help 

Ways to help hedgehogs are to: 

Provide a hedgehog home in the wild-
life patch in your garden 

Feed with dog/cat food, meal worms, 
sunflower hearts, dried fruit 

Provide water at ground level 

Provide an escape route from ponds 

Take great care in use of slug pellets 

Make a 15 cm hole in your fence or 
wall or swap your fence for a hedge to 

provide a link to other gardens on the 
street 

Hedgehog in Notts Garden 

Photo credit John Wolf 

 

Pine processionary moth 

Thaumetopoea pityocampa 

Photo credit Internet 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/state-of-britains-larger-moths-2013-report.pdf 

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/ 

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/TreeSurvey 
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Early Easter at Sawley 

At 5 am on a cold misty morning in March, cleaner Dave Ow-
en of Northfield Street, Sawley, had a surprise when he 
opened the front door.   

In the middle of the road were a pair of mallards.  

They flew off quickly in a flurry of feathers and left behind an 
egg!  Dave proudly showed his egg at work.   

There was no flood warning currently on the River Trent at 
Sawley but local waterways are at quite high water levels and 

possibly the mallards had been displaced from their nest by 
the high waters.  

No, he didn’t eat the egg, he decided to hatch in a friend’s 
incubator.   

4 weeks later:To our surprise Dave’s duck hatched!   

The plan was if it is female to keep it for eggs, a male would 
be returned to the river. The mallard was a female but it 
seems wild ducks do not take kindly to captivity and Davina 
duck was so aggressive she was returned to the river! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brit-
ain's 

Hoverflies: An Introduction to the Hoverflies of Britain  

Stuart Ball & Roger Morris 

Wild Guides [Paperback]  £24.95 

Stubbs & Falk has long been the reference for book for hoverflies and I would still recommend any serious hov-

erfly enthusiast to buy their book. However, this new addition to the Wild Guides portfolio is well worth adding 
to the bookshelf and I would recommend it to any budding hoverfly enthusiast or naturalist who wants to know 

more about this interesting group of insects without spending a lot of money on Stubbs and Falck. 

Britain's Hoverflies is a photographic field guide to all the genera of hoverflies found in Britain and it focuses on 

the species most likely to be identified. The book contains more than 500 remarkable photographs exploring 
the various life stages of all 69 hoverfly genera and the 164 most commonly seen species. Easy-to-use species 
accounts highlight key identification features, including status, behaviour, and habitat requirements. The book 
also contains distribution maps, phenology charts, and introductory chapters that examine hoverfly biology and 
suggest places to look for them. There is even a chapter on catching and collecting hoverflies so in some areas 
it does provide more information than Stubbs and Falk. With both books on your shelf you could become the 

next local expert in no time at all. The authors run the Hoverfly Recording Scheme so are well qualified to pro-
duce this guide. I was really impressed with the photographs which are really clear and cover key identification 

points as well as portraying the whole insect at larger than life size. 

Highly recommended, and several suppliers are offering good discounts on the RRP, I got mine through Ama-
zon at £17.47 with free postage on April 4th. 

 

 

Dave Owen with Duck egg 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Book Review by John Ellis 
 

School teachers were trained in hands on activities at the OPAL Es-

cape from the Classroom Conference. Dave Gell and Marion Bryce 

ran a LENS stall. A CD is available containing all the workshop hand 

outs from the day and many other useful resources to use the out-

doors creatively (story walks and book building) and encourage 

wildlife into the school grounds  

Dave Budworth (DANES)and Marion Bryce (LENS )at the OPAL Es-

cape from the Classroom in  February 

Photo credit Nick Brown 

Escape from the Classroom 
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LENS Long Eaton Natural History 

Society 

Membership Renewal Form 

I would like to be a member of Long 

Eaton Natural History Society 

 

Name ________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________ 

 

             ________________________________ 

 

Postcode_________________________ 

 

Tel no___________________________ 

 

Email____________________________ 

I enclose a cheque/postal order for £8.00 

The annual subscription entitles members to attend 
meetings at £1.00 per session. 

I agree/do not agree that LENS can keep my name 
on a database. 

Please return completed form to the Hon Treasurer, 

Helen Knewstubb, 

9 Kingsley Crescent, Sawley Long Eaton NG10 3DA 

LENS Indoor Meetings  2013     

 
9th September        The Night Sky       Alan Heath  

  

14th October           10,000 years of Woodland    Pat Ford 

  

11th November        AGM/Members’ Night 

  

9th December          Quiz/Social Evening 

  

2014 

   

13th January            Shetland Islands    Val Williams 

  

10th February           Mongolia       Lyndsay Jones 

  

10th March               Kelham Bridge - Sewage Farm to    

           Nature Reserve     David Forgham 

Indoor meetings start at 7.15pm  in the Social Activities Annex,  
Long Eaton Public Library, Broad Street , Long Eaton.  Cost £1 for 

members, £2 for visitors. All welcome.  
CONTACT:Alan Heath 0115 9733766 

  

In March Alan Heath reported a Weasel from 
his garden close to Manor Farm Erewash’s 
newest  Local Nature Reserve.   

Please send pictures and wildlife news to 
the Editor, Marion Bryce 

23 Marlborough Road 

Long Eaton 

Nottingham 

NG10 2BS 

E-mail: Lensnaturalhistory@yahoo.co.uk 

CONTACTS 

THE MAMMALS OF DERBYSHIRE The ‘Mammals 
of Derbyshire’ book is now available.  It will be sold 
at many Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and other local 
natural history events over the coming months for 

£10. If you wish to have a copy posted to you, 
please send a cheque (payable to ‘Derbyshire Mam-
mal Group’) for £12.50 (includes P&P) and your full 
postal address to :Steve Lonsdale;31 Caroline 
Close;Alvaston;DE24 0QX 

Weasel Mustela nivalis 
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Debbie Alston and Dave Mallon 
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Friends of Forbes Hole Working Parties with Groundwork  

Tools and gloves and biscuits provided. Please bring a drink with you and come in warm and 

waterproof clothing. We meet in the car park Forbes Hole Local Nature Reserve, Field Farm Road, 

Long Eaton. The work will be a mixture of wetland and woodland habitat management. contact 

details are: 

email mfarrell@groundwork.org.uk 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com

