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Poppies are for Remembrance. It is 100 years since the start of World War 1 and memorial gar-
dens have been planted at many local schools, churches and parks. On November 11 people will 
wear a poppy on their lapel with pride and sorrow. University of Derby graduate Paul Cummins 
has led a team creating more than 800,000 ceramic poppies for an installation at the Tower of 
London ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ https://poppies.hrp.org.uk/buy-a-poppy/ 
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Fay, John, Joan and Christine 
attended Long Eaton School Eco 
Day on 2nd July.  It was a very 

hectic day with 300 Junior 
School children coming into the 
hall during the morning. 

Following a short 20mins lunch 
break, the pupils of the school 
arrived in the afternoon. 

Joan and Christine had devised 

a ‘Match the Fruits to the Trees’ 

quiz, they had gathered a won-

derful variety for the time of 

year.  John and I presented our 

usual ‘Name the Garden Birds’ 

along with the tubs of various 

bird foods.  Our collection of ex-

tras has grown to include, birds 

eggs and nests, feathers, dragon-

flies plus larvae, butterflies and 

fungi.   

In the absence of Alan we devised 

an additional hands on project of 

creating a male mallard with col-

oured card and feathers from the 

mallards that visit our garden.   

Much interest was shown on our 

stand and we were tired by the 

end of the day but the effort all 

seemed very worthwhile     

Fay Blackburn                                     

wagtails.  A pair of bullfinch were wel-
come arrivals on 5th May following 
which the male bird was present daily 
until 21st July while a juvenile bird was 
observed between 7th June-29th Ju-
ly.  In addition to the usual visitors, spar-
rows have appeared in encouraging 
numbers.  A song thrush was a rare pres-
ence on 22nd/23rd June as was a buz-
zard passing low  overhead on 8th & 
23rd March and 28th April.  An unusual 
spectacle on 5th May was sight of an 
angry male blackbird routing a sparrow 
hawk! 

Goosanders continued visiting the pond in 
various numbers up until 17th Feb.  Tufted 
Duck were last seen on 25th with the larg-
est number of 6 being recorded on 18/19th 
Feb.  Moorhen and Coot were seen sporad-
ically through Feb with no sightings since, a 
very unusual occurrence.  A swan was not-
ed on only two occasions, 25th Feb and 
28th April.  A pair of greylags 
were infrequent visitors for a few hours on 
24th April. 

Reed buntings were daily visitors to the 
garden during Feb, March and April either 
individually or as a pair as was a pair of pied 

John and I represented LENS at the Kirk 

Hallam Lakeside Festival on 6th July.  It was a 
warm and sunny day if a little blustery.   

The event was very well attended, probably the 
best year since the Festival commenced.   

 

We took our usual items and were surprised at 
the knowledge of some people from the area.  

  

The duck collage that had been started at the 
Long Eaton School Eco Day was completed by 

early afternoon and when one 3year old was 

asked what it was by her mum, she said “It’s a 
duck, it’s a daddy duck, and there’s some 
round there”, meaning those on the lake, so 
hopefully knowledge of flora and fauna and our 
environment is being passed down through the 
generations. 

 

Fay Blackburn  

Kirk Hallam Lakes and Meadows 

 

Barker’s Pond February-July 2014 Fay and John 

Long Eaton School Eco Day 

Goosander 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Fay at Long Eaton Eco Fair 

Photo credit Fay Blackburn 

LENS Mallard 

Photo credit Fay Blackburn 
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In the ‘Great War to end all wars’ here are stories on both sides of young men going to war, many were killed, 
each had a story to  tell. In the 100th year of Remembrance, one of our members remembers his grandfather.  

 

Interview with John Travis 29 April 2014 
 
My grandad, Wilfred Warren Black was born 1st Dec  1896 in Lowdham, Nottinghamshire. His parents ran the 

railway hotel at Lowdham. He was the youngest of 8 children, John, Ted, Arthur, Violet, Polly(Mary), William and 
I can't remember the other.  He left school at age 12 work to work at Pearson's Nursery Gardens in Lowdham. He 
enjoyed the work and learnt to grow and breed daffodils but, looking for more pay, became apprenticed to the 
blacksmith at nearby Gonalston for 5yrs.  

 
Gonalston Smithy 1914 - Wilfred Blackband front of picture  

Photo courtesy of John Travis  

 

 
In 1914 he volunteered for the army and was sent to Margate in Kent. Horses were crucial for the war effort, be-
ing used to transport men and all their needs and also armoury. His skills were highly regarded. He was so good 

at teaching, they kept him in Margate, training farriers and blacksmiths, so he never got to France at all. 
 
In 1919 he married Emily Longmate of Muskham, they had 4 children. He was a general blacksmith to 1936, he 
worked at the Forge at the top of Wells Road Mapperley. He said farriery was one of the hardest jobs under the 

heavens.  The large shire horses were difficult to handle and they kicked. The pay was low and  trade was declin-
ing as horses were replaced by lorries. In 1936 he got a job at a hosiery machine manufacturing company called 
Kidier and Son, making frames for machines. 
 
In  World War 2 my grandad was a fire watcher. He saw people killed at the Coop Bakery on Meadow Lane, Boots 
Printing Works was bombed. He no longer worked with  horses. Kidiers was sold out to an Italian company and 
he had to learn new skills. Mild steel special alloys were hardened for rotary cutting knives and he learnt to use 

chemical titrations to check the cyanide in the hardening baths,  previously he had done this by visual estimation 
of the colour of the flame of the molten sodium cyanide. He  worked to age 70.   

 
 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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http://www.sry.org.uk/History/HistoryScrollingPage/The-First-World-War-(1).aspx  

http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-242009-the-smithy-gonalston-nottinghamshire/photos  

Marion Bryce 23 April 2014  

Gonalston Smithy 1914 - Wilfred Blackband front of picture  

Photo courtesy of John Travis  

After retirement, for 10 years he worked at home, making gates and sharpening garden tools with trade passed 
from the builders merchants. Always a keen gardener, growing dahlias and chrysanthemums, he told his wife 
that the garden was no good for growing vegetables. He also bred rabbits and took them to shows. The skins 
were dressed and his daughters made gloves from them.  

 
He made enough money to see his son who had married and lived in Austria, which was run by the Russians at 
the time. It was a 10 week wait for a passport. He lived to age 91 and his ashes are buried in a family grave at 
North Muskham church with a memorial limestone  plaque.  He brought up his grandson John TRAVIS and 
taught him engineering skills. 
 
One day when I was visiting Nottingham I was surprised to see my grandfather in front of the forge at Gonal-

stone in a postcard in the Brewhouse Yard Museum at Nottingham Castle. 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
http://www.sry.org.uk/History/HistoryScrollingPage/The-First-World-War-(1).aspx
http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-242009-the-smithy-gonalston-nottinghamshire/photos
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Apr 14 Woodside Farm Nature Reserve, Shipley. Part of this new reserve is run as a farm with cows and 
sheep. See it at lambing time. Can be very wet, so please wear strong boots/wellies. NO DOGS PLEASE. 

Park at Pit Lane entrance (turn left off A6007, Ilkeston to Heanor Rd just over a mile after hospital). Grid ref SK 
449 445           Postcode DE75 7JL 

Leader Matt Johnson 
 
A bleary eyed Matt Johnson, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust’s Conservation Farming Officer introduced us to Woodside. 
The 182-acre site, which once formed part of the American Adventure theme park, is now the county’s biggest 
nature reserve outside the Peak District.  
After saying hello to the white hare, symbol of the reserve we walked past open gravel in the upper car park – 
dingy skipper butterfly habitat, along the new footpaths, some bounded by stock fences. We heard of the prob-

lems caused as some of the meandering common footpaths loved by local people, had been cut off to protect 
grazing animals. In the distance we could see the newly established wildflower meadow, grazed by sheep.  A 
majestic metal rodeo bull crowned the upper path.  
Descending muddy steps led to a ‘meeting of the many ways’ signpost. Cattle grazing is used on the large boul-

der field to improve the grassland flora and southern marsh orchids have already established. Long haired black 
and also ginger highland cattle gazed balefully as Matt lovingly recited their names.  

 
The large new observation 
tower gave clear views 
across Woodside to St Mary’s 
Church at Ilkeston and we 
could even see the Dale Ab-
bey Windmill on the skyline. 

A raucous pheasant cackled 
behind us in the trees. 
 
Norwegian maple and field 

maple flowering at leafburst 
were in young woodland 
which has been thinned, with 

every 5th tree left as standing 
deadwood. Some piles of 
brash next to a ride cleared 
under the electricity lines will 
attract insects for wrens and 
small mammals to feed on. 

The new barn has a kestrel 
box outside and an owl box 
inside and that is where we 

saw the lambs. Ahh! They 
were so black and white and 
so beautiful! How the twin 
lambs shove and love their 

mother’s milk. With a flock of 
75 ewes, lambing continues 
day and night for 4 week’s, 

poor Matt was exhausted. An established flock of Jacob sheep has been cross bred with a gritstone breed. Suf-
folk bloodstock will also be introduced in future years to increase the value of the fat lambs.   

Matt has a group of volunteers including ex-
miners, who have helped develop an education 

area around the new barn, with a pond, log pile 
and all-ability access ramps and paths. Matt’s 

pride in his helpers was immense, as we stood 
on their new built bridge over the deep gorge of 
a rushing stream behind the barn.  As the full 
moon glowed on us from behind the trees we 

were serenaded by song thrush, blackbird and 
grasshopper warbler. 
Woodside Nature Reserve – named after a for-
mer colliery – was opened December 2011. It is 
an exciting site because it is so near to a lot of 
people.It is a hub for wildlife across the Erewash 
Valley linking existing open sites like Shipley 

Country Park together. To enquire about volun-
teering at the reserve, call 01773 881188. 

 
Marion Bryce 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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May 10 Nottingham Rock Cemetery. This is a RIGS (Regionally Important Geological Site) with old 

sand mines and caves and numerous ornate and interesting gravestones. 

Meet at main gates at junction of Mansfield Rd & Forest Rd East.   

Grid ref SK 570 412  Leader Tim Colman 

 

 ‘I dreamt I dwelt in marble halls 

With vassals and serfs at my side, 

And of all who assembled within those walls 

That I was the hope and the pride. 

I had riches all too great to count 

And a high ancestral name’ 

Alfred Bunn. 

 

On a sunny morning, such that we couldn’t believe our luck, we met Tim at the iron gates of the cem-

etery which is:  

‘A good example of a High Victorian (1856) commercial cemetery. * The site combines elements of 

the garden cemetery with the picturesque taste to create a most unusual design and layout. * The 

dramatic landscape, exploiting rocky caves, chasms and outcrops, survives intact and in good condi-

tion. * The cemetery contains a good collection of funerary monuments which reflect the development 

of Nottingham during the late 19th and early 20th century. (English Heritage) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Tim had his hand lens out and was talking geology as a multitude of gravestones and monuments of 

different colours, types of rock and shapes vying in splendiferousness dazed our senses. The infor-

mation stream drifted through our consciousness: 

 

Granites can be predominantly white, pink, or gray in color, depending on their mineralogy. By defini-

tion, a granite is an igneous rock consisting of an aluminosilicate framework with at least 20% quartz 

and up to 65% alkali feldspar by volume. A light coloured granular matrix of feldspar, quartz and mica 

Tomb of Edwin Patchitt who designed the Church Rock Cemetery which opened in 1856 
Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Bunn
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Basalt has less than 20% quartz and is usually grey to black in colour but rapidly 

weathers to brown or rust-red. It is a common igneous rock formed from the rapid 
cooling of lava exposed at or very near the surface. Less dense, it moves underneath 

the continental shelves as it is formed. 

A natural rock arch and cast iron railings at Nottingham Rock Cemetery 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 

Gabbro is dense, greenish or dark-colored, coarse grained. The vast majority of the Earth’s surface is 

underlain by gabbro but coarse graining may cause uneven weathering. 

Dolerites are fine grained gabbro usually black, dark-grey or green but may be mottled black. 

Slate, frequently grey in colour, is a fine-grained, foliated, homogeneous metamorphic 

rock.  Originating locally or from Wales it flakes so is not in popular use. 

 

These are some modern memorial stones, although the cemetery is closed, family plots are still in 

use.Larvikite is a variety of monzonite feldspar, with less than 5% quarz  by weight, notable for the 

presence of handsome, thumbnail-sized crystals of bright blue feldspar. The gold lettering is painted 

on.Feldspars crystallise to form white veins or crystals in both igneous and sedimentary rock 

Quartz (silicon oxide) is the second most abundant mineral in the Earth’s continental crust, after 

feldspar. The crystal is a six-sided prism with six-sided pyramids at each end. 

 

Limestone, much used for memorial stones is a sedimentary rock composed largely of calcium car-

bonate as crystals of calcite and aragonite from skeletal fragments of marine organisms. Pure white 

marble is the result of metamorphism of a very pure limestone or dolomite. The characteristic swirls 

and veins of many colored marble varieties are usually due to various mineral impurities such as clay 

or iron oxides which were present in the original limestone. Geologists use the term “marble” to refer 

to metamorphosed limestone but stonemasons use the term for all limestone. The surface of these 

had dulled with weathering, limestone reacts with acid. 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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A Magnificent Granite Monument 
Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 

 

LENS at Nottingham Rock Cemetery Tim Colman is back right of photograph 
Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 

Dolomite used for the retaining wall of Bul-

well stone is a sedimentary carbonate rock 

containing the pink mineral calcium mag-

nesium carbonate. 

 

The minerals for memorial stones came 

from Cornwall, Scotland, Italy, Norway and 

other  countries. You know mused Tim, 

when eons of years have passed and this 

cemetery is being excavated beneath lay-

ers of rock, the Martian archeologists are 

going to have a very difficult time assigning 

the origin. 

 

We paused to examine a Triassic sandstone 

exposure. Rocks of Triassic (248-205 mil-

lion years old) age form the solid geology 

throughout the bulk of the central portion 

of Nottinghamshire. At the base, large peb-

bles showed waterborne sand layers, the 

finer layers of sand above may have been 

windborne when Nottingham was covered 

by a desert plain. ‘You know’ mused Tim, 

‘when I tell my wife that something is re-

cent, she always checks if I mean this year, 

or a million years ago.’ Tim is a profession-

al geologist. 

 

Mysteriously the famous large classic sand-

stone arch had disappeared, but you can 

see we were enjoying ourselves. 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Old sand mines at Nottingham Rock Cemetery Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 

The sand mines were fenced off. We could see that numerous underground passages led off beneath 

the city.  A large tunnel had been excavated to give ease of passage to a horse drawn bier to access 

the cemetery extension but we had to walk over the hill. There was a good view down into the St 

Ann’s Valley which was open by arrangement with the cemetery keeper. This is a natural hollow with 

Gothic arches set into the exposed bed rock. The exposed bedrock of the Valley supports buttressed 

St Ann’s Valley at Nottingham Rock Cemetery Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 
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This was a green and tranquil hollow with cherry trees and birdsong. Lines of flat stones had the 

names of men and women who died in the early 20th century, these were the pauper’s graves, a 

stark contrast to the fading monumental memorials above. The stones were well ordered, and well 

kept, not a bad investment for a guinea. We were also surprised this was a Commonwealth War 

Cemetery which contains 79 scattered burials of the First World War and 20 from the Second World 

War. Images of crossed machine guns and tanks were incised into neat white Portland limestone 

headstones. The RIG exposure here was an outstanding clean example of sedimentary layers of Tri-

assic sandstone with cross bedding  

Mike Barrett examines the Regionally Important Geological Exposure at Nottingham Rock Cemetery 
Photo credit Marion Bryce 10 May 2014 

Green woodpeckers drummed as we made our way up through the shimmering stones and floriferous 

grassland back to the gates. 

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1001486 

http://www.pdmhs.com/PDFs/ScannedBulletinArticles/Bulletin%2012-4%20-%20The%20Sand%

20Mines%20of%20Nottingham.pdf 

Marion Bryce 16 May 2014 

Puffintasia at Bempton Cliffs 

See, hear and smell seabirds!  

Leader Stuart Gilmour 

May 2014 

 

It was great to be back at Bempton an unbelievable 30 years since LENS last visited the area. 

Straight in, tree sparrows posed at a feeding station and a swathe of red campion drew us along the 

cliff top walk. 

 

As we looked down, low over the sea  a fulmar was almost stationary, wings outspread. Only eight 

target seabird species breed here, so  identifying birds is easy. Thousands of guillemots and razor-

bills clung to the fragmented limestone stacks. We watched a razorbill hollow out a nest, striking at 

a guillemot alighting on the narrow shelf. The soft eyed kittiwakes looked on with equanimity from 

crafted raised woven nests, occasionally raising a muted trumpet. These three species were the 

most numerous birds in this great seabird city. Guillemots and razorbills come to land to nest, 

spending most of their life at sea. The guillemot is dark brown and white, not as black as the similar 

razorbill, it has a less common 'bridled' form with a white ring round the eye and stripe behind it. 

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1001486
http://www.pdmhs.com/PDFs/ScannedBulletinArticles/Bulletin%2012-4%20-%20The%20Sand%20Mines%20of%20Nottingham.pdf
http://www.pdmhs.com/PDFs/ScannedBulletinArticles/Bulletin%2012-4%20-%20The%20Sand%20Mines%20of%20Nottingham.pdf
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Everyone wanted to see the Pierrot puffins with sad eyes and colourful wide striped bill, smartly 

black and white suited with garish orange splayed feet. We lay down on the crumbling brown clay to 

spread our weight as we took our pictures, . Many more puffins were swimming in the sea far be-

low. We memorised the emergency number to call in case we got too close. 

 

Groups of gannets provided a real show: 

Soaring white geese with ink tipped wings,  

their piercing blue eyes and bills exaggerated 

with eyeliner, sensual necks snaking in honk-

ing delight. More and more gannets flew in as 

the cool breeze turned offshore lifting and 

holding the huge sea geese stationary at  our 

eye level. Unbounded delight. 

 

Reluctantly we turned homewards wading 

through the sea of red campion. We stopped 

and watched a whitethroat nest building, 

chasing the small rivulet moths flying be-

tween the pink notched petals. A pied wagtail 

flew past as ecstatic skylarks sang in the 

meadow. By now we had got camera fatigue 

so only made a desultory snap of a corn bunt-

ing posing on a fence post.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Back at the car park, we saw a pair of blackbirds and a reed bunting from the car while jackdaws 

politely queued for Stuart's sandwiches. Lastly a short eared owl tipped its wings in a farewell fly 

past. The sun was still shining but we had to go home. 

 

Marion Bryce 
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Pushing through a wonderland of meadow saxifrage we soon saw our first orchids. A striped leaf  

rosette with a loose spike of early purple Orchis mascula flowers, thrust above the tussocky grass. It 

is not every day that we see crosswort Cruciata laevipes either. 

A dainty green hairstreak drifted by. To our delight it landed on cow parsley and posed so we had 

 a good look  

May 31 Deepdale walk and hunt for bird’s nest orchids. 

An all day 7 mile walk in beautiful scenery. 

Park at White Lodge car park at Taddington (pay and display, WC), on A6 west of Ashford. 

Grid ref  SK 170 706         Postcode SK17 9UQ 

Leader Marion Bryce 

 

An enthusiastic group set off, daring a small herd of cows which blocked the stile as we set off up 

Deepdale. 
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Some spectacular and uncommon day flying moths were on the wing, small yellow underwing 

Panemeria tenebrata which feeds on mouse ear, grass rivulet Perizoma albulata (food plant yellow 

rattle) and speckled yellow Pseudopanthera macularia (food plant wood sage). 

Best of all were the obliging dingy skippers which followed us up the flowery dale so that now, eve-

ryone knows what they look like for recording on our butterfly transect. 
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The first pale pink common spotted orchids Dactylorhiza fuchsii were opening, a delicate curved 

stemmed flower with pale green spotted leaves. Along the dale were the tizer coloured nodding heads 

of water avens Geum rivale, much more attractive than the wood avens Geum urbanum which is a 

pest in our Long Eaton gardens. These 2 species hybridise and we saw a good example of a hybrid 

with large yellow flowers. Red starts kept their distance calling from the tree tops, ‘chiffchaff on ster-

oids’. 

A pair of hobbies  proclaimed their territory with dramatic soaring and diving displays, at the top of a 

steep bank, pointed wings like a large swift circling, a shrill khee khee khee repeated and in-

sistent.  Before we knew it we were on top of the plateau wading through buttercups, pignut and red 

clover. Suitably revived at the hospitable victuallers in the beautiful village of Sheldon, we squeezed 

through gaps in the fossiliferous drystone walls on our way to Magpie Mine. 
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This old lead mine has a Cornish engine house which used to power the pump to keep the water out 

of the working mine levels. Though lead ore remains, the deep working became uneconomic and a 

collapse of the shaft in the 1960s signalled the end of attempts to reopen the mine. The (screened) 

shaft is 581′ deep where it meets a sough which was worked up from the River Wye for boats to 

transport the ore, there is a further drop of 200′ filled with water. We dropped a stone but we didn’t 

hear the splash. There is also an unusual and picturesque old horse gin from an earlier working. 

Dancing heads of yellow mountain pansy (Viola lu-

tea) topped the lead spoil heaps and the white star 

flowers of Spring sandwort (Minuartia verna) or 

‘leadwort’ peppered the almost bare stony soil a fas-

cinating and specialised plant community but a cool 

breeze hurried us on to Little Shacklow wood, 

through a ferny cleft past the entrance to the old 

Duke’s rosewood marble mines. The slippery muddy 

track led through swathes of wild garlic to the River 

Wye. 

It seemed natural to see water buffalo wallowing in 

the buttercup meadows. Following the famous and 

picturesque fly fishing river we were sorry to see the 

old corn mill, which had been fully restored to film 

ken Russell’s ‘Sons and Lovers’, had fallen back into 

disrepair. 

We were still in good spirits as we walked up through 

Great Shacklow Wood and found the object of our 

desire. The Bird’s nest orchid Neottia nidus-avis is 

white or flesh coloured with reduced leaves and has 

no chlorophyll. It grows as a parasite on the roots of 

beech trees, gaining nutrients from the host root’s 

fungal mycorrhiza, this enables it to grow in deep 

shade. The honey fragrance attracts flies and there 

were various uncomplimentary remarks, and every-

one agreed it was a very strange plant indeed. 

 

Marion Bryce 
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Jun 9 Ticknall Limeyards & Calke. Good for orchids. See Betty’s Pond and some of Calke’s noteworthy trees. 
Park at Ticknall Village Hall, Ingleby Lane (off A514). 
Ground rutted in places and can be muddy. 

Grid ref SK 353 242             Postcode DE73 7JW 

Leader Dot Morson 
What a fine evening for a walk around Ticknall Limeyards and Calke Park. Dot quickly took charge and gave a 
demonstration of a working village pump  

Standing under the canal style bridge of the old horse drawn tramway which linked 
Ticknall lime works to the Ashby Canal (1802-1915). Dot reminded us that in 
1962, outrage at proposed pond in-filling had been the spur for the formation of 
Derbyshire Naturalist’s Trust now Derbyshire Wildlife Trust (DWT)and Ticknall Lim-

We walked down the 150 year old lime tree avenue and crossed a meadow to ac-
cess the tramway. Four ventilation and light grids in the grass beneath our feet 

showed we were walking on top of the tramway tunnel which was built by cover-
ing a cutting, under the carriage drive. By the tramway we saw pegged hollows in 

the track bed stones which used to hold the rails, then everything went black as 
we walked through the tunnel. 
Back into sunlight, enchanter’s nightshade and dogs mercury grew under syca-
more and ash. A roe deer had left slots in the mud. Many sycamore and (non-
native) larch trees had been removed but a fine upright stand of pine trees re-
mained. 
An interpretation board told us that this Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

is important for it’s geological interest and the flora associated with limestone 
grassland. The Thringstone Fault crosses the parish of Ticknall from east to west, 
separating the Coal Measure clays to the south from the Carboniferous Lime-
stone to the north. Limestone is fairly rare in South Derbyshire and the dual use  

of lime for mortar and for fertiliser led to the develop-

ment of the limeyards at Ticknall in the 18th and 19th 

centuries. The limestone (calcium carbonate) was 

burnt with coal in order to reach the high temperatures 

necessary to burn off carbon dioxide, leaving quicklime 

(calcium oxide). Lime was spread on the land, which 

helped to break up clay soils and “manured” the land 

to give improved crop yields. To make mortar, the 

lumps of quicklime were placed in a pit in the ground 

and water was thrown on to it resulting in an exother-

mic reaction heating it up and making it crumble into a 

powder called slaked lime. This was then mixed with 

sand to make a mortar which had to be used before it 

hardened on exposure to the air. Limestone from the 

quarries was also used for building. 

 
The lime pits, which had been cleared, were again be-
coming overgrown with a lot of bramble and hedge 
woundwort. The old pits can be treacherous but we felt 

safe on the new walk, even when standing on a bridge 
looking down into a very deep fern filled lime pit. 

 
The track led to the quarries, with deep black pools grow-
ing yellow iris, water horsetail, water plantain and mare’s 
tail. The grassland around was close grazed and hundreds 
of common spotted orchids put on an exciting pink flower 

show with some twayblade and quaking grass and other 
flowers such as buttercups, clover and bird’s foot tre-
foil.Dot sped up and shimmied through Serpentine Wood 
where the changed geology supported veteran oak and 
sweet chestnut. The Old Man of Calke, a 1000 year old 
oak tree, is now protected from compaction by protective 

fencing, we also made a nodding acquaintance with other 
twisted, gnarled, burred and holey ancient trees. 
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Now we were fiield walking, passing the ruined gamekeeper’s cottage and the pumping station at the hill top 
then descending through bracken coated heathland edged with speedwell and lesser stitchwort to where yellow 
flag and yellow water lily was flowering at Betty’s pond. Dot disappeared, she had squeezed into a hidey hole at 
the foot of a very large veteran small leaved lime, so we joined her like ‘Sardines’ to stand at the venerable foot 

of possibly the oldest tree on the Calke Estate. 

The air was heavy but a nuclear blast of yellow sunshine showed the way through the trees to a new laid wide 
white track which led us back through Poker’s Plantation towards an enticing and exciting sunset.  
Marion Bryce 
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Come with Brian Hobby to Orchid Wood for an evening stroll.  From Draycott take the Sawley Road to 
the car park at Orchid Wood (SK455324) to look for orchids in the wood and birds on St Chads Water 
at Church Wilne. 
 

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust local group were visiting Orchid Wood last night so I decided to hitch a lift. There was a 
light mizzle as we entered the wildlife site and everyone was eager to see the pond life advertised on the notice-
board. The wood was previously a gravel and sand pit called Elvaston Quarry, but the quarry was filled in with fly 
ash and capped with soil. Amenity planting of an interesting selection of trees and shrubs, 10,466 in total, was 
carried out in 1997 and 1998 by Groundwork on behalf of Erewash Borough Council. The site design also incor-
porated a grassland community and an orchid glade. It took many years for the trees to get well established, but 
now the reserve has matured we can see oak, willow, silver birch, white poplar and aspen in dryad finery and so 

the wildlife site deserves it’s woodland status. 
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Fly ash is an alkaline industrial waste known to 
support unusual plant communities. In 1997 or-
chids ‘under threat’ from an established fly ash 

plant community at Measham and Dagenham were 

translocated to Orchid Wood. The top soil was re-
moved  from a 15x20m2 area to provide like condi-
tions with the site of origination. 0.5m high top 
soil bunds to the east and west helped to define 
the area and contain water as there was concern 
that the receptor site was drier than the origina-
tion sites. Long Eaton Community School pupils 

were enlisted to help plant 50 sacks of orchid rich 
turf and soil material. Where the turf definitely 
contained an orchid tuber on planting, a galva-
nised metal nail was driven into the ground next 

to the tuber. So that by using a metal detector it 
would be possible in future years to establish 

where the original orchids were planted. Local 
monitoring showed the project was a great suc-
cess and for years a colony of southern marsh or-
chids established and seeded ever wider into the 
site. Some of these orchids were super giant 
plants showing hybrid vigour as the southern 
marsh orchids cross fertilised with the common 

spotted orchids.    

Sometimes it is unkindly called, the cabbage of the orchid world, due to the leaves which I think, resemble those 
of a tulip. We soon spotted another group of Draycott exotica, expecting hundreds in the main site. On this visit, 

the orchid glade had only 5 flowering stems of ‘pure’ southern marsh orchid. The succession of flowering is 
southern marsh, then hybrids, then common spotteds so we should see more orchids over the next few weeks. 

Altogether we counted 50 flowering stems on the whole site. The Michaelmas daisies that were incidentally intro-
duced from the Dagenham site are still present in the excavated area   

This nature reserve needs yellow rattle’ muttered Brian,’ to slow down the 
grass’, but in among the long grass were cherry lips, the small but perfect 
scarlet pea flowers of grass vetchling, an uncommon plant which thrives in 
the semi-shade. 

 
A very wet drinker moth caterpillar was feeding on the grass blades.  These 
are the very large hairy caterpillars which the cuckoo likes to eat, indeed a 
cuckoo had been lording it over the meadow the week before the club vis-

it.  In fact, every caterpillar we saw was a drinker moth, it got embarrass-
ing, but it proves the point that they do like the rain. 

We splashed through the woods out 
of the north-west side of the reserve 
and followed a bridleway south to-
wards St Chads Water.  A chaffinch 

chipped and the liquid tones of the 
blackbird set us off ‘Blackbird sing-
ing at the dead of night’ who would 

not enjoy that Beatles classic?   

On the way we saw three climbing plants. Hops were trailing across the 
top of the hawthorns, a possible relic of a cottage brewery industry. 
White bryony in the hedge, common locally, is the only representative of 
the melon family in the British flora. Nearby were the dark green shiny 

heart shaped leaves of black bryony, the only representative of the yam 
family. Faith thought this would be good for flower arrangements. Alan 
said ‘these 2 bryonys mean you are south of Derby because white bryony 
doesn’t grow to the north’. Alan is the Botanical recorder for Derbyshire 
and he got quite a few ticks tonight, with especial satisfaction when we 
reached the car park at St Chad’s where he found our favourite fern 

St. Chad’s church is a beautiful 13th-15th century church. It’s isolated situation arose because in times gone by 
almost the entire village moved a mile or two up the road to Draycott, which is less prone to flooding.   The sky 

was lowering and early to darkness, mist swirled over St. Chads Water. At the far side of the pond we had lost 
our view, the trees had grown so high that we could only just see the turret tips of the ancient church across 

the water. Brian was a bit disappointed not to see more birds, but common terns were breeding on the floating 
platform so it more than made up for the lack of a pond at Orchid Wood. 
  
Marion Bryce 4 June 2014 
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Jun 23 Witches Oak Water Nature Reserve. A 2 to 3 mile walk on mainly flat ground, with a few bumps, on a 
new local reserve. Wear boots. 
Access by permit only. Meet at Shardlow Quarry Gates off A50, westbound carriageway. At Castle Doning-

ton roundabout take A50 towards Derby. After less than a mile, straight after crossing the River Trent, turn left 

onto quarry slip road. At T-junction turn right, follow road round to the quarry gates. Grid ref SK 433 295 
Leader  Richard Spowage, Reserves Manager, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust 
 

The waters of the River Trent have historically been among the most polluted but by 2004 water quality had im-

proved significantly such that Severn Trent acquired old gravel pits at Aston on Trent and adapted them for water 

storage to give a connected series of 12 ponds to the River Trent. One of the conditions of use was that the site 

should undergo habitat creation as a nature reserve for the local community and maintain a valuable wildlife cor-

ridor. The 80Ha site was called Witches Oak Water after the veteran oak tree which had been preserved on site. 

One of the largest reed beds in Derbyshire was planted and the bird reports published by Derbyshire Ornithologi-

cal Society and otter sightings marked the success of the ‘Nature after minerals’ project in 2011.  

What was it like last night? In the 

warm glow of the evening sun we 

were happy looking at site maps 

and identifying dragonflies in the 

car park. Then Richard led us over 

rough ground between ponds, 

through the reserve, from the out-

let to the inlet of the River Trent. 

Surprised to gain passage, we 

pushed through a maze of chest 

high tufted hair grass.  Clouds of 

meadow brown butterflies and 

blue tailed damselflies burst out 

with every footstep. Bird’s foot 

trefoil and marsh bedstraw strag-

gled in the long grass. Unmanaged 

hedges enclosed grassy rides, cry-

ing out for a horse. Trees masked 

inaccessible crumbling shorelines. Reed warbler, heard not seen, and complaining sedge warbler sang from 

patches of reed bed with smatterings of bulrush, reedmace and purple loosestrife remnants of former glory. Tuft-

ed duck, great crested grebe and mallard (with ducklings) were distant glimpses on far water.  Bloated pea green 

algae covered the shallows. There was no footpath but Richard pushed on past the huge meander of the river and 

at each pond proudly showed the sluice gates and valves he had uncovered in this secret garden.  

The great potential for managed 

biodiversity has been wasted over 

recent years. It seems management 

ceased on delivery of the project. 

To reduce the ever-present risk of 

flooding, sluice gates to the site 

were left open and, as the water 

levels dropped the newly created 

marshy habitat and reed beds dried 

out. The overall plan for the site 

which has acres of grassland and 

miles of hedgerows seems to have 

had no thought for future manage-

ment. Re-wilding results in less bio-

diversity as the carefully created 

mosaic of priority habitats disappear 

and trees take over the site. 

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust are negoti-

ating to manage the site for the 15 years of remaining funding. They will make use of water level controls which 

are present for each pond and for the inlet and outlet to the River Trent. Problems are that grazing will need 

fences and these are considered to increase flood risk, so most conservation effort would need mechanical inter-

action. Despite the efforts of Aston on Trent Parish Council to invoke section 106 the reserve has remained closed 

to public access. The ponds are steep sided and very deep. Hanson’s nearby working quarry made access hazard-

ous, although now that it has been ‘mothballed’ it might be a good time to renew efforts. DWT are keen to create 

a new car park and open up the site if they are awarded site management and can get permissions.  
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Jul 14 Manor Farm and Toton Fields Nature Reserves.  Two of our local nature reserves.Also of historic in-
terest.See site of Manor House and two water mills recorded in Domesday Book. 

Meet  at Manor Farm Recreation Ground car park. Turn left off Nottm Road at Toton Corner traffic lights (Manor 
Farm Pub), car park on left just before houses begin. 

Grid ref SK 504 343 

Leader Norman Lewis CBE 

The sky was dark as I walked the familiar path to Toton Park. To the background of whites and the clunk of 
bowls, the sky brightened as Norman Lewis transformed the neatly mown tennis court mound to a past age of 
manor houses, mills and willow beds. A large cross marked the spot of scraping and digging where an archaeo-
logical dig had taken place. The Friends of Toton Fields had obtained a £47000 lottery grant to involve the local 

community in a rediscovery of the past. Areas I had walked daily over the years, which were once just paths and 
brambles became ancient ridge and furrow, 3 mills with associated ponds, leats and races, and a moated manor 
house mentioned in the Domesday Book.  This was on the site of Manor Farm which was demolished 60 years 

ago. Finds included an elaborate key, a 15th century silver coin and an earring.You can read all about it on the 
website http://totonunearthed.org.uk/. More local volunteers are being recruited for the further stages of the dig 
which is being carried out by the Trent Peak Archaeological Society. 

Then we turned to Natural History. Crossing Portland 
Meadow where Brian Parkes counted 108 ringlet butterflies 
last week, to the bridge over the River Erewash. After 
flooding in Long Eaton in 1932 the river was canalised and 
the flow divided this was to move flood water on quickly. 
Soon the Environment Agency will start work to restore a 

more natural, meandering flow to the river and restore 
ponds on the Long Eaton and Toton side of Manor Farm. 
These will hold the water back to allow drainage to take 
place and prevent flooding further along the water course. 

Pausing to admire a natural meander of the river with a 
steep crumbling clay eroded bank facing to shallow accret-
ed gravel beds we were unlucky not to see a kingfisher, 
there are several pairs nesting on the river. 103 birds and 
550 plants species have been recorded from the local ar-

ea, which includes Toton Sidings. Fragments of the basket osier beds (Salix repens) remain. These were called 
selictions in the Domesday Book and were still being run commercially by William Scaling, basket maker to 

Queen Victoria, at the turn of the 19th century. 

Along the river were ripe yellow cherry plums and also 
black poplars. Walking gently uphill a 2m strip of grass 
verge had been scarified and seeded with wildflowers by 
the group to give a colourful display of purple knapweed, 
yellow bird’s foot trefoil, white wild carrot, spiny teasel 

and many other flowers. There was a warm pleasant 
breeze at the top of the hill as we looked out over the ma-
roon train caterpillars on the multiple tracks at the busy 
sidings. We could see South to Charnwood and the 
perched church at Breedon on the Hill, NW to Sandiacre 

Mills, Stoney Clouds and beyond Willington to Stafford-
shire. Many of the power stations which used to be in view 

are no longer active, Derby, Willington, Wilford, Castle 
Donington amongst others.  Amongst the wildflowers tum-
bling over the edge were many spherical flower heads of 
crow garlic. 

Birch and ash trees have sprung up all over the sidings which had flowered so magnificently following clearance. 
It is unlikely there will be any management while HS2 is under consideration. Hungarian bent has spread rapidly 
and there were a few flowers of white melilot and great mullein. 

After hearing about the hard work carrying out the archaeological dig I was intrigued to find out that one of our 
members has one of the original mill stones from Manor Farm in the front garden! 

http://totonunearthed.org.uk/
https://lensweb.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/normanimg_5564.jpg
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Monday July 28 – Nottingham Arboretum. 
Good selection of interesting trees including some ‘Champions’. A bit up and down, but generally easy walking on 
good paths. 

Met 7pm, just inside main entrance on Waverley Street by Waverley Lodge opposite General Cemetery (not Rock 

Cemetery!) Park on Arboretum Street on north side, then 5 minute walk back to main entrance. Or use tram, get 
off opposite Boys’ High School and walk down hill to Arboretum. 
Grid ref: SK 567 405 
Postcode: NG7 4HF 
Leader: Graham Piearce 

It is easy to imagine Victorian families taking their Sunday stroll in 
Nottingham Arboretum with its winding paths, sweeping lawns, 

ornamental lake, aviaries and bandstand.  Opened in 1852 the 
park, covering 17 acres, contains more than 800 trees including a 
handful of the originals. 
Graham’s walk took us past the 25 ‘champion’ trees of the park as 

well as many other interesting or rare species. Champions have the 
greatest height or girth of their species in one or more of the fol-

lowing areas: Nottinghamshire, England, or Britain and Ireland. 
Three exceptional trees in the arboretum have this distinction in all 
three groups. 
 
We were very quickly introduced to three champions – an Italian 
alder growing happily away from water, a beautiful cut-leaf alder 
growing very happily beside the ornamental lake and a huge fig-

tree. The fig tree is thought to be one of the first plants to have 
been cultivated by man. 
The striking gingko tree, which was thought for years to be male, 
produced fruit last year. The terrible smell of the fruit at last 

proved it had been female all along! 
There were so many wonderful trees to see – a weeping elm, red 
snake-bark maple, yellow-non-prickly-fruited horse chestnut, dou-

ble-flowering horse chestnut that bears no fruit, a field maple 
named Elizabeth planted for the queen’s diamond jubilee, mop-
head maple and an unprepossessing small-flowered black hawthorn 
which was nevertheless a triple champion.  

 
During this very hands-on 

evening, we touched leaves 
that were woolly, smooth, 
rough, even sand-papery, 
looked for tiny spikes at the 

tips of leaves, felt the deeply 
indented bark of the cork oak, 
marvelled at cinnamon-scented 

leaves and admired the beauti-
ful colouring on the bark of the 
London plane tree, which is 
one of the original plantings. 
We learned of the at-
tempt  being made to value 
trees, taking into account their 

age, condition, and community 
and social values. This 160 

year-old London plane for ex-
ample is valued at £200,000. 
Two of the rarest trees were 
named after a plant collector 

called Henry. Henry’s maple 
has unusual leaves for a maple 
and wonderful Autumn colour, 
whilst the tree known as Hen-
ry’s lime has beautiful leaves 
edged with bristle-like teeth. 
 

A green woodpecker flew in front of us calling loudly and settled high up in a tree. 
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We walked along the dahlia border, once the longest of its kind in Europe and continued along the oak bank. To-
wards the end of the walk the Chinese Bell Tower with its cannons captured from the battle of Sebastopol and 

bell looted from the temple in Canton loomed dramatically above us. 
 

Finishing at the old rose garden, whose new purpose is still un-
der discussion, a subtle and beautiful sunset saw us on our way. 
 
Joan Breakwell 

Nottingham Canal Local Nature Reserve 
From Stapleford, go through Trowell, at church turn right towards Nottingham, Cossall Road is first on left after 
canal bridge. Cossall Road car park is on left at end of straight stretch. 
Grid ref SK 483 412                    Postcode NG9 3PG 

Leader John Haynes 
Viewing from the car park, in bright 
sunshine we watched several hun-
dred jackdaws and rooks picking 

over rough grass. A stripey chested 
brown kestrel posed in a far hedge, 
testing our binoculars. 

 
Broxtowe Borough Council’s Not-
tingham Canal LNR follows the for-
mer towpath of the Nottingham Ca-
nal.http://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/
CHttpHandler.ashx?

id=25079&p=0 Six miles long, it is 
narrow and covers 30.6 hectares. 
John introduced us to the southern 
section which has large areas of 

open water.  The canal was origi-
nally built to transport coal to Not-
tingham and was opened in 1796. 

It was abandoned for navigation in 
1937, remaining in water until 
1971. A 200m section is owned by 
the Trowell Garden Centre and was 
filled in, but a footpath links the 
canal sections. The nearby Erewash 

Canal and the River Erewash are linked by the Erewash Valley Trail and numerous footpaths.  

 
Swifts were swirling high in the sky and moorhens poked amongst the green reed spikes as our eyes searched 

the marginal vegetation of the canal for our familiar waterside plants, purple loosestrife, water figwort, gipsy-
wort, hemp agrimony, amphibious bistort, water forget me not and water mint. Reed sweetgrass, yellow flag, 
greater reedmace (our bulrush) and branched bur reed seemed to almost choke the canal. Shining yellow over-
grown buttercup flowers of greater spearwort thrust out of the reeds by a wooden bridge, and this was a big 

tick for us. 

http://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=25079&p=0%20
http://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=25079&p=0%20
http://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=25079&p=0%20
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A comma caterpillar was feeding on a nettle overhanging the canal. The com-
ma is a very common butterfly but few people had seen the caterpillar be-
fore. The caterpillar is interesting in that it mimics a bird dropping to prevent 

it from becoming a bird’s meal. When sitting curled up and motionless on a 

nettle leaf the skin patterns of dark brown, tan and a big white splash on the 
rear would fool most casual glances. 
 
Among the willows a large cherry tree had cracked and rested with its crown 
in the canal, the heron’s delight and a good site to roost. The Grey Heron is a 
tall bird with a long neck and legs, and a heavy dagger-like bill. The up-
perparts are grey, but the head, neck and belly are white. The crest is black 

and black markings continue down the throat to the belly. A bird motionless 
for so long, our big question was ‘Is this bird stuffed?’  

 
 

Following the Robinett’s arm , we saw John’s favourite site 
where grass snakes lie in the sun.  

 
The nature reserve east of Robbinett’s Arm is a 6.2 (ha) 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), one of the best 
examples of acidic grassland in the county. 
 
It was a beautiful evening as we returned along the canal, 
damselflies with luminescent turquoise tails were motion-

less in the reeds.  
 
We met some local residents searching for the moon which 
was a surreal experience which only happens if you go out 

with LENS.  
 
The sun retreated to make way for the largest, brightest 

moon in twenty years as the moon reached the closest 
point in it’s orbit of the earth. This is the perigee. The lus-
trous super moon was being admired by star gazers all 
over the world.         Marion Bryce 
 

Nottingham Canal 11 August 2014 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 
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The Birds of Derbyshire John Ellis 
 

This book is, in my opinion well worth far more than the £45 retail price as 
you get a lot for your money and books with a limited market generally cost 
considerably more.  What you get is a weighty tome of A4 size and around an 
inch and a half thick with 19 pages of colour photographs.  The text opens 
with a history of ornithology in Derbyshire and progresses through a descrip-

tion of the county and its natural areas and geology and boundary changes. 
Reference is also included on ringing in the county and the breeding bird sur-
vey. These sections take up the first 78 pages before moving onto the species 
accounts. 

 

The meat of the book is obviously the individual species accounts and these 
are generally well written and illustrated with distribution maps. A number of 
artists have provided vignettes and some of these are really excellent and I 
would love large versions to frame and hang on my wall. I have dipped into 

the species accounts and read some on common species and others on county 
rarities such as the Long Eaton Woodchat Shrike. I was generally impressed 
and look forward to reading more.  My only problem with this book is that due 
to its size and weight I cannot read it other than at a table. Mind you, I think 
the dust jacket design is diabolical and does not reflect the content; indeed it 
may put some people off purchasing it. 

 

It is amazing to compare this book with the previous Birds of Derbyshire written by Roy Frost in 1978. This re-

ceived great acclaim at the time and was only a regular sized volume with nowhere near the content of this vol-
ume. 

 

Whilst it covers the counties avifauna and is not cheap I would suggest you are missing out if you are serious 

about your birds and don’t get a copy. I would also urge you to sign up for your copy of the Birds of Nottingham-
shire which is also due out this year. 

http://www.derbyshireos.org.uk/tbod.php 

Woodchat Shrike at Long Eaton  

Wendy Manvers 
  

During the evening of 1st May 2006 a 
Woodchat Shrike was found at Long 
Eaton GP by observers apparently out 
looking for Little Owls. The news was 

initially reported to Notts Birdline that 
night and news of its presence soon 
spread. During the morning of the 2nd 
the bird was soon relocated. I man-
aged to get down at about 14.30hrs 
and in the rather dull windy conditions 

it seemed to be feeding quite well 

catching Bees alongside the hedge 
bordering the rough field south of the 
pits. On the 3rd I again got down at 
about 14.30 hrs and in much warmer 
brighter conditions the bird appeared 
to be ranging more widely and was 

showing well at times, enabling me to 
get the photos shown here. The only 
previous occurences in Derbyshire are 
of one seen eating a Yellowhammer on 
Melbourne Common on 19th May 1839 
and one at Clay Mills Gravel Pits on 

20th April 1968.    Woodchat shrike Wendy Manvers 

C:/Users/enzmlmb/Documents/Fax
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Muntjac 

A species that was introduced into the UK and like many alien species one which escaped into the wild. They are 
generally solitary or found in pairs (doe with kid or buck with doe) although pair-bonding does not occur. Bucks 
defend small exclusive territories against other bucks whereas does' territories overlap with each other and with 
several bucks. 

Muntjac are our smallest species of deer being the size of an Alsatian dog, measuring just 50cm at the shoulder 
and the rear haunches are higher than the withers giving a hunched appearance. They are russet brown in sum-

mer and grey brown in winter with   short antlers and visible upper canines in bucks. There are very large facial 
(sub orbital) glands below the eyes and they have a ginger forehead with pronounced black lines running to the 
pedicles in bucks, dark diamond shape on does. They have a fairly wide tail, which is held erect when disturbed. 

They have a life san of up to 16 years but does may to three years longer than the bucks. 

In contrast to all other species of deer in Britain Muntjac do not have a defined breeding season (rut). Instead, 
they breed all year round and the does can conceive again within days of giving birth. Bucks may fight for access 
to does but remain unusually tolerant of subordinate males within their vicinity. Muntjac are capable of breeding 
at 8 months old and breed all year round. After a gestation period of 7 months the doe gives birth to a single kid 

and is ready to mate again within a few days. Muntjac are active throughout the 24-hour period but make more 
use of open spaces during the hours of darkness in populations experiencing frequent disturbance. Peak times of 
activity are at dawn and dusk. After feeding long periods are spent "lying up", which is where the deer lies down 
to ruminate. 

Muntjac originate from south east China and were first introduced to Woburn Abbey deer park in Bedfordshire in 
1901. They bred in captivity and inevitably some escaped into the neighbouring countryside in the 1920’s. Due 
to the fact that they breed so freely they spread and numbers are now estimated to be  over two million with 

records coming from as far north as Yorkshire. 

Problems 

Muntjac are now considered a pest species in large parts of the country even moving into rural habitats. 

They are now considered as a serious threat to ancient woodland where high concentrations of this species can 
cause damage to trees and iconic native species of plants. They are also causing extensive damage to commer-

cial forestry and culling is now taking place. With the move into urban areas gardeners are finding that they are 
particularly fond of roses. 

 

What to do 

If you see a muntjac you should report it to the County 

Mammal Recorder 

 

For Derbyshire – Debbie Alston -  

mammalrecorder@derbyshiremammalgroup.com 

For Nottinghamshire - Michael – Walker -  

mwalker@nottswt.co.uk 

 

John Ellis 

Muntjac by John Ellis 

Muntjac 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

11/12/2013 A52 1/3 along from Bardill's island DOR Stapleford Notts SK495360 Vincent Bryce 

13/10/2010 behind Lidl next to the Erewash Canal.  Sandiacre Derbys SK479363 Reported D Pinney 

2011 Draycott main road Draycott Derbys SK438334 R Madden 

Muntjac– LENS local records These small reclusive mammals have been reported from Forbes Hole, West Park, Breaston 

and Toton Sidings, we have documented records as below. Marion 

mailto:mammalrecorder@derbyshiremammalgroup.com
mailto:mwalker@nottswt.co.uk
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There was great excitement at Marlborough Road, 
Long Eaton, when 5 year old Henry spotted a hedge-
hog curled up under the car wheel. Wondrously it 
came to life, rippling waves running down the speck-
led buff spines as incongruously small black feet pad-
dled down the gutter. Faced with a camera it about 

turned and ran straight across the road and up onto 
the pavement for sanctuary. It knew exactly where it 
was going, down a dark passage alongside the house 
opposite, a seeming dead end, it squeezed through a 

hole in the side gate and was gone. Although I’ve 
lived in the street for many years, I hadn’t noticed 

that hole. 
 
It was timely that this year Hedgehog Street started 
a project ‘Make holes for hedgehogs’. Hedgehog 
Street is a campaign aimed at ensuring the hedge-
hog, the UK’s only spiny mammal, remains a com-
mon and familiar part of British life. I mapped our 

hedgehog’s hole even though I hadn’t made it. 
Research by various organisations has shown our hedgehogs are in trouble.  
We’ve lost a third of all our hedgehogs in ten years. 

 
Fortunately, hedgehogs love gardens, and there are around half a million hectares of garden in the UK. Hedge-
hogs need to travel through entire neighbourhoods if they are to survive. They have to roam through several kilo-
metres in a night, to find enough food, safe nesting sites and a potential mate. The more easily they can get 

through our gardens the better chance they have for a future. Hedge-
hogs need access to lots and lots of different gardens to survive, so 
the campaign is as much about getting people to cooperate as it is 
about gardening for wildlife. 
 
There are over thirty thousand Hedgehog Champions regis-

tered with Hedgehog Street, forming a vibrant and enthusias-
tic community, and leading to local action for hedgehogs 
around the country 

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/pages/hedgehog-street.html 
 
Here a few LENS hedgehog statistics 
 

Local sightings 
 

 
 
 

Marion Bryce 14/08/14 

 No %Dead %Alive Earliest Latest 

2007 1 0 100  01-Nov 

2008 10 50 50 26-Apr 18-Aug 

2009 16 56 44 17-Mar 20-Oct 

2010 4 75 25 16-May 23-Oct 

2011 14 79 21 21-Jan 24-Nov 

2012 19 53 47 04-Apr 15-Sep 

2013 5 40 60 01-Jul 13-Sep 

2014 15 67 33 10-Feb 07-Aug 

Total 84 60 40   

Holes for Hedgehogs by Marion Bryce 

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/pages/hedgehog-street.html
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Forbes Hole Long Eaton 
LENS pond dipping exercise at Forbes Hole 5th April 2014 showed good water quality in the large pond and excel-

lent water quality in the small pond. No toads were seen but common frogs were spawning. Two male newts with 

frilly tails and spotted orange bellies were keen to return to the pond. The pond limpet Acroloxus lacustris was a 

new record for the site. We were surprised to find a tiger shrimp Gammarus tigrinus, another new record for the 

site. . Many pond skaters were skimming across the water surface and water measurers were at the water’s 

edge. We took the opportunity to litter pick the site and just finished as it started to rain. As the sky darkened a 

tawny owl began to hoot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Heath re- ports  
Previous Weather -Cloudy 

Present Weather-Cloudy with light rain later. 

MAIN POND - 2 pm  pH 7.8 with Phenol Red Indicator 

Diaptomus - Common        Ascellus - Rare 

Cloeon nymph - Rare                                                                 Caddis larva - Very Rare 

Cyclops - Common                                                            Ceratophyllum  

Gt. Pond Snail - Very Rare                                               Spirogyra - Very Rare   

Simocephalus - Very Rare           Nematode - Very Rare  

Nitzschia sigmoidea with Cocconeus attached - VR        Synedra - Very Rare            

  

SMALL POND -2.30 pm pH 7.4 Phenol Red Indicator 

Pond dipping platform out of 
use and steps removed 

 

Daphnia—Dominant. Sample 
teeming with them                      
Cloeon nymph - Occasional 

Cyclops - Rare   
        Cypris - Rare 

Corixa - Very Rare                     

Chaoborus larva - Very Rare 

Water Moss (Fontinalis antipyret-

ica) Dominant in regions          

Caddis larva - Very Rare 

Gammarus - Very Rare  
         Peridinium - Rare 

Synedra - Very Rare  
          

Frog—close to site near where 
steps were 
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 Dragonfly and Butterfly Day with the  

Friends of Forbes Hole 16 August 2014  

Helen rescues a Brown Hawker  

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

What we found at Forbes Hole 
Common Frog 

Wasp Vespula rufa 

Ichneumon wasp 

Harlequin ladybird 

Harlequin ladybird 

Hairy Shield bug 

Green shield bug 

Mird bug Himacerus apterous 

Speckled wood 

Brown argus 

Straw dot 

Straw pearl 

Common blue 

Common darter 

Blue tailed damselfly 

Ruddy darter 

Brown hawker 

Common blue damselfly 

Hoverfly Helophilus pendulus 

Hoverfly Eristalis pertinax 

HoverflyVolucella inanis 

Flesh fly 

Face fly Musca autumnalis poss 

Green bottle Eudasyphora cyanella 

Picture wing fly Terelia ruficauda prob 

Fly Eriothrix rufomaculata 

HoverflyMyathropa florea 

Common field grasshopper male and femaile 

Green grasshopper male 

Harvestman 

Cinnabar moth larva 

Grass moth 

Yellow meadow ant 

Garden cross spider 

Common Blue Butterfly at Forbes Hole 

Photo credit Alan Heath 

Community Policeman Joins in the Action 

Photo credit Alan Heath 
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Erewash Canal Community Day -LENS with The Canal and River Trust 

June 14 2014   Dockholm Lock NG10 4JB 
 

 
The Erewash Canal is a major artery through Long 

Eaton. The section from Derby Road to Sandiacre Lock 
Cottage is so special to LENS that in the aftermath of 
the Stanton pollution incident we took the decision to 
formally adopt it. On Saturday we held our second 
community day to encourage local involvement with 
upkeep of the canal and increase understanding of the 
associated wildlife. 

 
The Canal and River Trust provided all the knowledge 
and equipment we needed to restore the black and 

white character to the canal furniture at Dockholm 
Lock. It is surprising just how many merry souls walk, 
jog, cycle and boat this route, full of reminiscence and 
admiration of this canal section of the Erewash Valley 

Way. The time passed too quickly as surfaces were 
prepped and painted with black treacly Hammerite.  
 
With wet paint signs in position, we set off on a nature 
walk with Tony Maggs. Heading onto Toton Washlands 
to lean on the bridge across the River Erewash watch-

ing a kingfisher. We had all the time in the world as we 
tripped along the flood bund above the exuberant 

bramble, nettle and nodding blue cranesbill which 
screened the old oxbows and deep froggy pools. One 
brave marsh orchid peered above the rank grass. It 
was a bit of a puzzle, the flower spike is smaller and 
more flat headed than the usual Southern Marsh Or-

chids we see, and the flower is darker purple, some 
people think it may be 
Northern Marsh Orchid . 
There is only one more 
southerly outpost of this 
species in the New For-
est. A lot of wetland hab-

itat has disappeared over 

recent years, mainly due 
to drainage, but this col-

ony is having a problem due to cessation of animal grazing at the site, it is being 
shaded out by brambles and developing scrubland. Now that dog ownership is so 
popular it is not safe to graze livestock so the Environment Agency have carried out 

clearance work in drier areas. So, feeling sorry for the beautiful but solitary orchid 
we cleared around the flower spike and hope for more next year. 

 
We spent a long time 
breathing sunshine, 
leaning on the farther 
bridge looking for water 

voles and the family of 

greater spotted wood-
peckers feeding young 
seen earlier, no luck 
this time. 
 
Taking the return path 

along the Erewash Ca-
nal, yellow flag, pond 
sedge, purple loose-
strife and flowering 
rush delighted. ‘Our’ 
family of swans was 

feeding among the yel-
low and white water lily flowers and a meadow brown 

              butterfly was ‘resting it’s wings’. 
 
          Marion Bryce 17 June 2014 
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Just to let you know I went on a toad 
road rescue last night. It was near St 
Chads pond Church Wilne. We managed 
to rescue 14 in total 10 of the on the 
road and the others were making their 
way to the road. Sally and Martin started 

on Monday night they were more active 
as they rescued 52 from the road. Do 
you want to record them?  I looked on 
Derbyshire amphibians web site. And 
they wanted the length of the male re-

cording. This will be a registered site 
next year. Common toads are very par-

ticular about where they breed and often 
make their way back to the same breed-
ing pond each year,  they travel directly, 
which brings them into conflict with traf-
fic where a road crosses their ancestral 

  

work done by Richard Lewington is 
as usual, exceptional. The book 
covers more than 1,000 species 

and there are maps for most of 
them, although these need to be 

viewed as possible areas where the 
moths may occur as lack of com-
prehensive records means less 
than 100% accuracy of coverage. 
The text is comprehensive and 
there are many photographs as 
well as Lewington’s drawings. The 

descriptions include comparisons 
with similar or confusion species. 

With the recently released “British 

Plume Moths” by Colin Hart moth 

Many expert mothers dismiss micro 
moths as to date there has not been 

an easy guide for identification and 
one has had to buy several books to 

cover all the families some of which 
are very expensive and far too large 
to use in the field. 

With this book we now have the 
means to identify all those small 
critters we have previously dis-
missed. 

The authors, Phil Sterling and Mark 
Parsons are well known and respect-
ed experts in the field and the art-

identification has never been more 
accessible. I would recommend this 
book to anyone with a passing inter-

est in moths. Hopefully more people 
will get involved in micro identifica-

tion and send their records to Dave 
Budworth the recorder for Notting-
hamshire and Derbyshire’ 
dbud01@aol.com 

The book is available as a hardback 
at £45.00 or softback at £29.95. I 
have seen several offers of discount-
ed prices but I got my copy online 
from “The Book Depository” at 

£16.40 post free, which is a tre-

mendous discount. 

 

 

 

to the danger of traffic. Mothers and 

cubs maybe separated by fast flowing 

water. No doubt many Grey Seal 

pups born in the winter will have 

been separated from their mothers as 

they are not sea worthy until about 6 

weeks and have moulted their white 

fur. It was reported on the BBC 

Countryfile program that the RSPCA 

centre at East Winch had rescued 

about 50 pups for release back into 

The Wash.  

Waterlogged ground will have killed 

many small mammals but recoloni-

sation will eventually occur if suita-

ble reservoirs of unaffected animals 

are nearby. We have noted this in 

areas we have small mammal live-

trapped alongside the River Trent 

near Willington. An indirect effect of 

water lying on the land for extended 

periods means that many ground 

insects and worms will be killed off. 

This means less food for Hedgehogs, 

Badgers, mice and shrews. Re-

colonisation of such devastated are-

as takes some time.  

A report in The Times in February 

highlighted the problems caused to 

wildlife by the extreme and sudden 

flooding that has occurred last win-

ter. Water Voles, whilst they live by 

the water, are not strong swim-

mers and have little chance of es-

cape if their burrows are inundated 

by a sudden surge of high water. 

There has been a report of Water 

Voles in Essex being spread wider 

afield by floods in 2012. Rising riv-

ers can force Otters to move over-

land and onto roads exposing them 

 
The Effects of Flooding on Mammals by  

Liz Lonsdale Derby Mammal Group 

Registers these sites as ‘migratory 
routes’ and helps coordinate local 
patrols. Patrols can apply to their 
local council for Toad warning signs 

and actively help toads across the 
roads. http://www.froglife.org/what-
we-do/toads-on-roads/ 

Derbyshire Amphibian and Reptile 
Group was formed to co-ordinate the 
activities of various local toad patrol-

lers in the 1980s and in 2013 there 
were twelve patrols and six other 
sites had some visits to rescue toads. 

http://www.derbyshirearg.co.uk/ 
Common toad 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

BOOK REVIEW by John Ellis 

Field Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland 

Toad Rescue by Stuart Gilder 

mailto:dbud01@aol.com
http://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/
http://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/
http://www.derbyshirearg.co.uk/
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LENS Long Eaton Natural History 

Society 

Membership Renewal Form 

I would like to be a member of Long 
Eaton Natural History Society 

 

Name ________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________ 

 

             ________________________________ 

 

Postcode_________________________ 

 

Tel no___________________________ 

 

Email____________________________ 

I enclose a cheque/postal order for £8.00 

The annual subscription entitles members to attend 
meetings at £1.00 per session. 

I agree/do not agree that LENS can keep my name on a 
database. 

Please return completed form to the Hon Treasurer, Helen 
Knewstubb, 

9 Kingsley Crescent, Sawley Long Eaton NG10 3DA 

Future Meetings 

8th September    ‘Fungal Foray’   - John Jones 

13th October       ‘Ethiopia and its Wildlife’   -  Paul Bingham 

10th November   AGM/Members’ Night 

8th December      Quiz and social Evening 

 

2015 

 

12th January        ‘Fair Isle Bird Observatory’   -  David Parkin 

9th February         ‘What makes a Spider Fly’    -  Sara Goodacre 

9th March              ‘The Mustelid’                        -  Val Williams 

      

  

Indoor meetings start at 7.15pm  in the Social Activities Annex, 

Long Eaton Public Library, Broad Street , Long Eaton. Cost £1 for 

members, £2 for visitors. All welcome.  

CONTACT: 

Alan Heath 0115.9733766/Lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com                   

 

See website www.lensweb.wordpress.com  

for further details of activities. 

Wood mouse raid at Sawley 

Photo credit Helen Knewstubb 

Thanks to all contributors 

and H Knewstubb, Fay 

Blackburn, Dave Pinney, 

Alan Heath, Wendy 

Manvers, Joan Breakwell, 

Gill Forrester and Marion 

Bryce, for photographs 

used in this bulletin. 

Please send pictures and wild-
life news to the Editor,  

Marion Bryce 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS:  

Lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com                   

 

 

CONTACTS 

Penny Newton with Sparrowhawk road 

casualty at Toton 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

Sparrowhawks are relatively common in 

local gardens and unfortunately frequent 

road kill victims, it is difficult to distin-

guish young or female brown sparrow-

hawks from kestrels when not in flight, 

the main distinguishing features are the 

larger size and the yellow eyes of the 

sparrowhawk. 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com

