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The picture says it all. Concerns have been raised with Erewash Borough 
Council as the site at Forbes Hole Local Nature Reserve is now open to 
abuse by all elements of motor vehicle. It is hoped finance can be raised 
to replace the gate and fencing whilst allowing disabled access. 
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Canal side flowers featured in LENS quiz at the Rotary Interact Club 
Children‟s Fun Day. It was a scorcher! The Long Eaton Rotary Interact 
group is made up of 11-18 year olds. They ran a Free Family Fun Day 
for local families last year, the event was so successful that they    

decided to run the event again. The concept is that families in the 
summer holidays find it difficult to find activities for the whole family 
to take part in and when they do, they can be expensive. So they  
organised a free family fun day, where families can come bring a   
picnic and have a go at an activity or take part in one of the          
various workshops free of charge. This event was a joint project 
with The Long Eaton Rotary Interact Club and Long Eaton Tesco.  
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At LENS stall there was a sheet 
with a number of bat facts on. Ady 
got  children to guess the weight 
of the smallest UK bat using ½ 
penny pieces. Asking them to 

count out the number of coins they 
thought the bat weighed and then 
showing them the exact amount 
and they were always surprised at 
the difference.  
 
Bat species were IDed from micro-

scopical examination of bat drop-
pings and comparing with a chart.    

Some had a go at identifying and 
labelling insects from a puzzle 

sheet. 
 
Fay and john had a tub of nat-
ural materials and during the 
event children glued the natu-

ral material to a piece of paper 
the create a drawing which 
would then be displayed at 
next years eco day.  
 
They also had some natural 
articles that the children could 

look at and a „can you identify 
the bird‟ game. 

  
Ady Orrell 

Sustrans held a bioblitz at Straw‟s Bridge to  to try to 
find out what wildlife lives on local cycle paths around 
Ilkeston as part of the Greener Greenways project. Dr 
Sarah Bradbury  organised and led a free fun, family 
friendly day on the Nutbrook Trail near the Straws 

Bridge Nature Reserve.  

There were wildlife events including guided walks and 

activities, demonstrations and games. LENs held a 
moth watch later in the evening. See Page 21 

Sustrans are looking for wildlife champions to cover 
The Nutbrook Trail in Ilkeston, responsible for moni-
toring the biodiversity, collecting data to record, im-
prove and promote the diversity of wildlife on walking 
and cycling routes.  

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/volunteer/get-involved/
vacancies/wildlife-champion-nutbrook-trail-%E2%

80%93-ilkeston 

Sustrans Bioblitz 

British Naturalists Association 

Long Eaton School Eco Day 

Ady Orrell, Fay and John Blackburn Long 

Eaton School Eco Day  29 June 2016 

 
Sustrans Stall at Straw’s Bridge 11 August 2016 

Photo credit Sarah Bradbury 

The British Naturalists'  

Association BNA was found-

ed over 100 years ago with 

the sole aim of promoting 

the study of all branches of 

Natural History and contin-

ues to do so to this day.  

The Lincs and Notts branch 

of the BNA, formed last 

year, have appointed Alan 

W Heath Branch life Presi-

dent, to honour his long 

membership of the BNA, 

(he has been a member 

since the 1950s).  

 

They cited his lifetime‟s con-

tribution and commitment to 

Local Natural History projects, 

he has been personally in-

volved in the establishment of 

local nature reserves, and has 

committed his life to the 

study of microscopic pond 

life.  

BNA have asked for photo-

graphs of waterside wildlife to 

be included in a book being 

written by Chairman Dr Rob-

ert Tansy 
Alan Heath with the BNA at Attenborough 

Photo credit Alan Heath 
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Goosanders were still in evidence on Barker's Pond well into March with visits on most days in varying num-
bers, the largest number being 7 males on the 8th.  On the 14th 
a lonely male was joined by 2 pairs of tufted duck, the first sighting of the species for some time.  The lonely 
male goosander visited daily until the 18th when a pair of tufted  
duck joined him! 

On the 4th April a pair of Canada geese stayed on the pond most of the day honking away!  A lone male vis-

ited the pond on 23rd and 24th as did a female on 19th July. 

Two female mallards have managed to rear broods of 3 and 4 young despite original large broods being 
picked off by predators, ie: rats, pike, foxes, herons, crows cats? 

Moorhens bred this year, having five young, we believe 3 managed to survive and still visit the garden along 
with the ducks for mixed corn we put down and a swim and ferret 
around on our garden pool. 

Reed Buntings visited the feeders in the garden throughout March and April until early May, with the largest 
number of 4m and 2f on 9th March.  Unfortunately a dead male 
was found in the garden on 4th May after looking sickly for a day or so.  Siskins also continued to use the 
feeders through March until early April with the largest number of 
6m and 2f on 20th March and 2nd April. 

A grey wagtail landed on vegetation in our garden pool on 17th & 21st March.  A male blackcap was seen in 
the fruit trees on 19th March and 22nd and 25th April.  We assume the same male was in the garden on 1st 

may but a female was also seen on 3rd.  A willow warbler was seen on 4th & 30th April and 1st May.  We 

had an unusual sight on the 26th May, a male Great Spotted Woodpecker on the lawn!  These are usually 
seen on the feeders as was a female on 11th/12/13/15/17/28th June.  The female was accompanied 
by a juvenile on the 15th.  A female again visited the garden on 31st July and 2nd September.  On 8th Au-
gust I heard through an open window the yaffle sound of a green woodpecker.  The following morning as I 
lifted the kitchen blind one flew the length of the lawn so I had a good sighting, it had probably been after 
ants, a first green woodpecker for our garden. 

A male bullfinch was feeding on sunflower hearts on 9th & 11th June followed by a pair on 
12/13/15/19/25/27/28/29th June.  We then went away on a week's holiday, leaving all the feeders as full as 
possible, but perhaps the subsequent lack of food at the end of the week discouraged their visits as the next 
sighting was of a male on 26th July. 

Pipistrelle bats were seen on mild, calm nights, usually 2-3, with earliest sightings on 4th May. 

Over the summer butterfly numbers have been low but we have seen early in the season, brimstone, holly 

blue, peacock, small and large white and more recently, speckled wood, a comma, red admiral on the plums 
and yesterday, whilst John and Alan were completing the butterfly transept at Forbes Hole, I recorded a 
small tortoiseshell and a painted lady, large and small white on michaelmas daisies. 

OUT AND ABOUT 
On 11th August whilst walking with friends 
along the canal towpath to Trent Lock, we 
found the large bright green caterpillar of 

the Emperor moth on the path, needless to 
say we moved it to safety.  Then on 8th 
Sept at Trent Lock, again on a path, we 
found a caterpillar either of the eyed 

hawk/poplar hawk or lime hawk 
moth.  Whilst moving it we didn't have 
time to check details as we were leading 

an Erewash ramblers walk and had 20 
people tramping behind us! 

Whilst out with the Erewash Ramblers on 
24th August on the Nutbrook trail near 
Quarry Hill Road,  Ilkeston, we came 
across, in the fork of a tree, a very large 

fungus, at least  
15inch in diameter with a short stalk 2inch in diameter.  Marion has since identified this as a Dryad's Saddle. 

BARKER'S POND/OUR GARDEN    6th March to 9th 

September  2016  by  Fay and John Blackburn 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Nottingham University Cherry Tree Walk—April 11 

Grid ref   SK 543 384   Postcode   NG7 2RD 

Leader: Graham Piearce 

‘All (England) is our orchard. The earth is so wide, so beautiful, so full of wonderful places. 

In Japan, cherry blossom symbolises clouds, and is a 

metaphor for the ephemeral nature of life, but as a 

group, cherries have a long season, there are always 

some which have just flowered, some in full bloom and 

some „forthcoming attractions‟.  Graham Piearce‟s Not-

tingham University Cherry Tree Trail highlights 25 dif-

ferent cherries in three main areas, the Millenium Gar-

den, Sherwood Hall  and the Old Studio by Lenton and 

Wortley Hall. 

A splash of pink by the car park sent us on our way 

past the graceful Grand ballerina Amelanchier la-

marckii, it‟s starry white flowers and edible fruit ideal 

for a small garden, not a cherry. Also a prunus but not 

a cherry, erect racemes of showy white flowers peered 

from the shiny glossy green obovate leaves of the cher-

ry laurel Prunus laurocerasus, but it is poisonous and 

aggressively invasive, why is it so widely planted? The 

nearby Portugal laurel Prunus lusitanica has darker 

ovate leaves. 

We walked through the rockery to the winter gardens 

to see the white flowers of the purple leaved cherry 

plum Prunus cerasifera ‘Pissardii’  which blooms 

in  January, it was discovered in the Shah of Persias 

garden in Tehran by Renee Pissard, the form nigra has 

pink flowers. On our way we paused to look at a Chi-

nese Privet Tree Ligustrum lucidum which we had never 

seen before but is gaining popularity as a small ever-

green pest free, street tree. The panicles of white flow-

ers smell unpleasant and the fruit, rarely set, is poison-

ous. Flat topped gently weeping was a row of the dou-

ble white petalled Shirotae, Mount Fuji cherry, just 

breaking bloom. This cherry starts life upright with just 

5 petals per flower it develops its weeping habit and 

double flowers with age. There are hundreds of named 

forms of Japanese garden cherries and they can be 

grouped according to their flower structure. If the 

bloom has 5-8 petals, they‟re classed as single flow-

ered. 10-20 are semi-double, 25-50 are double flow-

ered and the final group is chrysanthemum flowered, 

and these generally have more than 100 petals 

Many Japanese cherry varieties have been imported to 

the UK over the years but native species remain popu-

lar too. All cherry leaf stalks have extra-floral nectaries 

to attract insects.  Key differences are,  Japanese cher-

ries Prunus serrulata have flowers in corymbs, whereas 

native cherry flow-

ers Prunus avi-

um have rosettes 

(umbels) and leaves 

with blunt points, the 

leaves of the Japa-

nese cherry have 

whiskers! 

At the entrance to the Mil-

lenium garden Pyrus call-

eryana ornamental Chanti-

cleer pears were in bloom, 

introduced from Ohio in 

1970 they are now a pop-

ular urban planting. The 

white blossom of native 

blackthorn glares stark 

against the leafless spiny 

black twigs, not to be con-

fused with Prunus cerasifera the native cherry plum 

which also flowers in hedges in late January, which has 

larger, whiter flowers and is often used for rootstocks. 

All of our plums and damsons are hybrids between the-

se two species. 

In the old orchard the  loveliest of trees, with huge 

white flowers, „Tai Haku‟ or the great white cherry, orig-

inated in Japan but was propagated and saved from 

extinction by cherry expert Collingwood „Cherry‟ Ingram 

in the early 1900s when he discovered an aged tree in a 

Sussex garden. It was just just beginning to flower. We 

looked up at a very old specimen of The Tokyo or 

Yoshino Prunus x yedoensis cherry, flowering, it was 

cauliflowery, flowering directly from the stem. 

Prunus avium our native cherry, gean or mazzard, is an 

attractive tree with sprays of 3 flowers, it has good au-

tumn colour and wonderful timber. A good investment 

for farmer‟s planting new groves of trees if they can 

obtain a Woodland Grant. The grove planted by the Or-

chard Hotel is an unusual sight for us.  We were briefly 

distracted in the car park by Malus floribunda a Japa-

nese hybrid apple which is unknown in the wild, pink 

tinged white blossom ready to explode into flow-

er. Prunus avium „Plena‟ a double white cherry is about 

to flower. The last pink flowers of a plum x apricot hy-

brid could be an apriplum or a plumcot. Mind the road 

then gasp with wonder at the strong pink semi-double 

blossom of Accolade (sargentii x subhirtiella) Made in 

Britain in the 1950s. Photo-opportunity. 
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We passed the National Champion elm Ulmus 

‘Sapporo’ Autumn Gold on the way to the rare col-

lection of cherries in the Old Studio Gardens at 

Lenton and Wortley Hall. The banded claret bark of 

the Sheraton or Tibetan Cherry is smooth shiny 

touchy feely.  It is a street tree in Alaska and likes 

it cold. 

The Manchurian cherry (Prunus maackii) is also 

grown for its glossy tawny back. Beautiful in 

March, the Yeddo or Spring Maiden is the most 

widely planted cherry in Japan. Here it is planted 

in groups of 3, one of which is Pandora, it is the 

same spectacular cherry seen on the aging avenue 

near the Lakeside Arts Centre. It is also planted in 

the gardens of the White House in Washington. 

There is a solitary tree of the uncommon Chinese 

Flowering Cherry Prunus serrulata 

‘Alboplena’  which has distinctive horizontal boughs 

with numerous lumpy spurs. An early introduction 

in 1822, it set in trend the nomenclature of all 

subsequent cherry hybrids. 

Prunus sargentii excellently named Sargent‟s White 

Cherry is a true wild species from Japan, single bright 

pink flowers cover the crown as bronze-red new 

leaves start to unfold. It has reliable early autumn 

colour. By Lenton Firs is a Diddy version of the Tokyo 

cherry, P x yedoensis „Shidare-yoshino‟ is widely 

planted and suitable for small gardens, soon to flow-

er. Some new plantings near the Built Environment 

Eco buildings are „The Bride‟ Prunus incisa, suitable 

for small gardens with striking red anthers peeping 

from pale pink flowers. We all agreed that the delicate 

single pink flowered Pandora was the easiest cherry 

to name as it still had the label on. Upswept branches 

like a bird in flight in a row alongside the Cripps 

Building are Umineko, the Seagull, a similar variety 

easier to source, is Snowgoose. It is flowering, lucky 

for us, as it is a seven day wonder, the beautiful 

white flowers soon screened by green leaves. At this 

point we were surprised to find out that we were back 

at the car park. The spell was broken and it started to 

rain.   

Visit Nottingham University Gardens, or Batsford Ar-

boretum has held the  National Collection of Japanese 
Flowering Cherries since 2002  http://
www.batsarb.co.uk/news-events/event.asp?

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Fabulous Fun at Forbes  
Marion Bryce 17 April 2016 

Forbes Hole is a Local Nature Reserve, owned and managed by Erewash Borough Council on behalf of the local community.  

Who would think we would have such fabulous fun 

seed planting at Forbes Hole? 

Intrepid seed planters were not put off by heavy hail 

and soon the sun came out and we set to:raking and 

hoeing and digging preparing the soil for seed plant-

ing. We were very fortunate to have received native 

wildflowers from Kew‟s Lottery funded Grow-

wilduk.com community project. Our aim was for 

each person to clear a 2m by 1m area of ground to 

sow a packet of wildflower seeds, carefully diluted 

with dry sand to make even sowing easier. You have 

never seen so much industry as ivy and brambles 

were removed, the willow being more of a problem. 

The fine tilth of the dredged bank was full of fasci-

nating shells such as swan mussels, and made an 

ideal seed sowing medium. The children were very 

enthusiastic seed sowers and rakers. We cleared a 

large strip either side of the steps to the pond and 

waited to see the flowers in the summer.  

The children went pond dipping, led by Alison Bryce, 

they discovered frog spawn and smooth newts. The 

litter pick (Ady and Marion) did not take too long as 

we were pleased to find the site was  litter free.  Ady 

saw a large pike, it was THAT BIG! 

It was lovely to see 9 jet black moorhen chicks. Alt-

hough we did not see the 3 terrapins which had been 

reported the previous day, it is worth looking out for 

them on future visits. Finishing off with a stone skim-

ming competition, the children were reluctant to go 

home but it was time for everyone to have a well 

earned rest. 
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Shivering in Shardlow 

Marion Bryce 25 April 2016 

Meet 6.30pm at Clock Warehouse Car 

Park, London Road, Shardlow.   

Ignoring dire weather predictions we gathered at 

Shardlow Wharf admiring Gorgeous George, the 

goose that got away. The Clock Warehouse at 

Shardlow is one of the most beautiful buildings on 

the canal system, the Heritage Centre is nearby in 

an old salt warehouse. 

 Listening to Sheila relating tales of old Shardlow, 

you can drift away to the seventeenth century 

when 300 villagers operated a 4 field system in 

rural harmony, coping with flooded fields, strip-

ping willows, gathering osiers from by the river 

for basket weaving. Shardlow was already a River 

Port but the Trent Navigation was often closed 

because of fluctuating water levels and dangerous 

currents.  In the mid eighteenth century navvies 

came with their wheelbarrows and shovels and 

started to dig the Trent and Mersey Canal to link 

the River Trent at Derwent Mouth (Lock No 1 at 

Shardlow) to the River Mersey. James Brindley 

completed the 93 miles with 76 locks in 1771. 

This was 40 years before the Grand Union Canal 

was in operation. 

Progress means change. Villagers were uprooted, 

bemused, and amazed as the population of the vil-

lage swole to 1300 and services strained. Cheap 

housing and a school was built and there was a  

workhouse or orphanage at the Grove. There were 3 

main families in the village, the Soresbys, the Suttons 

and the Salts, and they intermarried to keep the social 

order. The village of Shardlow was split into 2 parts;the 

upper part was posh with big houses (it has St James 

Church) the lower half was full of working families (but 

they were earning a lot of money) and they had a mod-

est Baptist Chapel (later Methodist). In the rough low 

end of the village, prize fights took place, heartrending-

ly the newspapers reported a fighter urged on to fight 

beyond his strength by his mother til he died in her 

arms. 

Shardlow‟s inland port became one of the busiest in the 

UK. The canal warehouses were built with bricks manu-

factured locally, circa 1780 but the sunburst windows 

are on warehouses built in1820. The River warehouse 

predates the canal, it was moved from the river and 

rebuilt by the canal. Loading and unloading took place 

at Lock No 2. Building stone, timber and Staffordshire 

pottery, salt for food preservation, pottery, beer and 

cheese went to London via the coast. There was a large 

coal wharf. Grain was inbound from Gainsborough for 

storage and transhipment.  At times the guard was 

called in to protect the stored grain from starving riot-

ers. 

3 boatyards were kept busy, one building the large 80‟ 

x 15‟ river boats for the Trent Navigation, others build-

ing all sorts of craft including the narrower canal boats. 

Fly boats were express carriers given priority for deliv-

ery of perishable goods. Villagers were able to travel to 

Derby on market day via the Derby Canal, a good day 

out. The canal boats were horsedrawn, one stable block 

alone housed 100 horses. The Shoeing Smith was dedi-

cated to making horseshoes and there was a saddlery. 

The huge brick warehouses had a huge painted letter of 

the alphabet on the side to help target deliveries. They 

had cranes and winches for loading and unloading, 

some such as the Clock Warehouse had channels un-

derneath the building to deliver heavy goods. Canal 

workers used to idle by Bridge No 3 where the turnpike 

road crosses the canal, touting for work. 

The canal company sponsored public houses so as nav-

vies were paid the money came back into the canal 

company coffers. The New Inn is the oldest inn. The 

Malt Shovel was the Manager‟s House, he was a devout 

Christian, his son converted the house to a beerhouse 

and also developed the first brewery at the Maltings. 

Other pubs such as the Dog and Duck and the Naviga-

tion were coaching inns. 

The canal lost trade to the Cromford Canal, which 

closed down the Stone Sawmill.  A lot of business was 

taken by the Grand Union Canal but the port was kept 

alive by FE Stevens, a reknowned retailer of animal 

feedstuffs. Huge advertising letters, CORN, FERTILIS-

ER, MEAL AND GRAIN could be seen from miles away. 

Coal and steam powered the mill. 

For many years Dickinson‟s glasshouses covered acres 

of fields around Shardlow and their tomatoes and other 

fresh produce supplied Transatlantic liners, all tran-

shipped by canal. 

In our youth we cycled to Shardlow past fields of prim-

roses it was mecca for beer drinkers as it was ru 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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moured to have more pubs than houses. Now between 

Shardlow and Long Eaton there are gravel pits and the 

M1 feeder lanes and the balance of houses to pubs has 

been redressed, but the old Shardlow is still there, 

there are numerous heritage buildings each with its 

own story, the old Iron Warehouse tests rail calibration 

equipment and other old industries live on in the street 

names and in the numerous heritage items displayed 

in the Shardlow Heritage Centre.  Sheila tells us 

(confidentially) the village is still split. 

Unfortunately you cannot fault the weather forecast 

for last night, it was very cold, down to 4C by the time 

we left. The rain came down in icy sheets but by judi-

cious use of Sheila‟s top gear and idly sheltering under 

bridges, followed by the warm welcome at the Herit-

age Centre, I believe we still had the same number of 

enthusiastic members by the end of the evening. 

Warbling in Willington 

Marion Bryce 9 May 2016 

Grid ref  SK295280  Postcode DE65 6YB 

Leader Peter James  

under our heavy tread a wren scolded.  A sudden and 

explosive outburst, a Cetti  introduction, Listen! What‟s 

my name? Cetti-Cetti-Cetti-that‟s it. Only the males 

sing in most warblers but there seem to be more 

Cetti‟s as both sexes sing. This enigmatic little bird has 

10 tail  feathers not the more usual 12, separating it 

from other warblers. In winter short eared owls float 

across the owl field and a long eared owl has made an 

occasional appearance. In one very cold winter there 

were 4 bitterns, Richard loves this place and visits most 

days. Oyster catchers piped overhead. Looking up at 

the blue sky we are amazed by a colourful upside down 

rainbow in bright sunshine. It was a circumzenithal arc.  

Evening 

time, so 

bad tem-

pered reed 

warblers 

are a bit 

slow to 

work up to 

their usual 

constant 

rhythm, 

metro-

nome like, 

one which 

your 

grand-

mother 

could knit 

to.  

 

Dave Pinney even got his binoculars on one and could 

see the creamy white supercilium (word supplied by 

David James).  We had to tolerate the chiffchaff which 

has largely replaced the melodious willow warbler as 

bird populations move northwards due to climate 

change. A chaffinch reminded us that if we had come at 

6 am instead of pm we would have heard the poor 

man‟s chaffinch, the lesser whitethroat. A blackcap,  

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust‟s Willington Gravel Pits re-

serve is a former sand and gravel quarry providing a 

haven for wildlife in the Trent Valley. In the mood, 

sporting binoculars all we really need are our ocular 

facilities as led by Richard‟s ears, we wander down a 

green lane. Song thrush, blackbird, Robin and the 

„blessed chiffchaff‟ form a curtain of sound which we 

must penetrate, pull aside to focus on an invisible 

„little brown job‟ with a swelling throat which is possi-

bly the most mellifluous birdsong on the planet, the 

warbler. Keeping very quiet we heard flutes of so 

many song thrushes! As the stony track crunched  

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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the first of many, entertained us with his cheerful 

song, surprisingly like a blackbird. Flocks of black 

headed gulls passed overhead! They never say very 

much. 

The super animated sedge warbler is a chatterbox 

bird compared to the reed warbler, a child with a lot 

of toy instruments slung together trying to make a 

sort of tune, this was the first bird we heard which 

was actually resident in the conservation area, as a 

lot of the land still belongs to the quarry company 

and some to Derby County Angling Club. Gazing 

over willow and hawthorn scrub interspersed with 

yellow broom. Several reed buntings call, 3 notes 

sometimes 4. One distant willow warbler, the grass-

hopper warblers have moved on. A bullfinch dived 

across the track into the bushes. Under a dark arch 

ears were tested, some beyond the limit, as gold-

crests tinkled above. Cuckoo, we had no problem 

with that one, the first many had heard for years. 

We alert to a garden warbler‟ s cultured notes, be-

coming fruitier, drunken slurring with no pure notes, 

like a blackcap with a bit of a lisp, it sings in chords 

not single notes. Not easily distinguished it tends to 

sing for longer periods. All now drowned out by the 

chiffchaff, the cross we have to bear. Mute swans 

whomped overhead as we gazed at a distant heron-

ry, beyond the limit of the reserve. 

You will be impressed that so far I haven‟t men-

tioned that a great reed warbler on site was causing 

a major twitch, that is a mass movement of bird-

watchers in the direction of a particular bunch of 

reeds conveniently placed directly in front of the 

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust hide. One of the bird 

watchers had spun off to excitedly update David and 

showed THE PHOTOGRAPH, the wind had blown a 

parting in the reeds for the shot of the day. 

It was worth climbing to a viewpoint for a chance to 

see the snakes head fritillary, several flowers had 

showed from an original planting, but it had disap-

peared under the brutal sunshine. Instead we were 

whipped along the path by the Cettis, enjoying the 

ground ivy, thyme leaved speedwell and of course 

the cuckoo flower. The lane filled with satisfied smil-

ing twitchers, the bird hide was emptying, young 

and old fully satiated by the most excellent views 

and calls of the great reed warbler. 

 

Finally we ourselves were in the hide looking out over 

the water, admiring little ring plover, oyster catchers, 

tufted duck, Canada geese, great crested  grebe and a 

black swan serenely sailing in front of the hide. A reed 

warbler perched on the reeds in front of the hide, but 

it was the larger, thrush sized long billed shadowy bird 

working along the back of the reeds which was the big 

tick, the great reed warbler, a national rarity first spot-

ted by Richard this morning. Richard is a twitcher, he 

has been to Orkney to twitch Sandhill crane, he has 

twitched Pallid harrier and Rufous dove on the Scillies. 

His best ever local twitch was a Broad billed sandpiper 

at Aston on Trent in the nineties. Is it catching? Is 

there a cure? Probably not, as Richard still has birds 

he must get on his list. The bird that most owes him is 

the slender billed gull he keeps just missing. The sun 

set blood red on an intensely satisfying warbling walk. 

To be honest, the only warblers most of us actually 

saw were the reed warbler and the great reed warbler 

(this being only the second confirmed sighting of the 

bird in Derbyshire) as they worked up down and along 

the reeds in front of the hide but our auricular faculties 

were much enhanced. Have you been counting? Nine 

warbler‟s warbles were quite enough for twitcher ears 

in training. Where were the whitethroats and lesser 

whitethroats?  – They knock off early, don‟t they? 

A fisherman arrived to fish for trout at dusk, but for 

birders, this place with it‟s special atmosphere, really 

comes alive in the morning. 

MAY 23 BEETLE HUNT AT  

ATTENBOROUGH NATURE RESERVE 

Who else could lure us away from the TV on a Mon-

day night but LENS, with a beetle hunt at Notts Wild-

life Trust‟s beautiful Attenborough Nature Reserve? 

Chris Terrell- Nield who has a PhD in ecological ento-

mology, was our guide for the evening. He is a real 

naturalist and arrived armed with spreaders and 

sweep nets and a huge box of books and other  

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com


                                                                                        10                                         

 

essential equipment in a big blue box. Dragging a 

huge trolley and laden with essential insect collecting 

equipment, we started out in glorious sunshine. 

Chris had set out 20 pitfall traps in two different 

habitats 3 days previously and we were going to 

check them all. 

The first habitat to be surveyed was grassland. Chris 

first had to locate the traps and then tip out the 

gravel and water contents onto a white tray to see 

what treasure was within. It was very exciting as we 

all crowded around to get a piece of the action. Let‟s 

cut a long story short. There were not many beetles 

in the traps, I think we caught 2 small black carabid 

beetles. This was a bit of a disappointing return on a 

lot of effort by Chris but he was clearly pleased with 

his haul of centipedes, woodlice, millipedes and 

springtails and we joined in his pleasure. You can 

laugh but it had been such a sunny day that I wasn‟t 

wearing a coat, you can guess what happened: A 

very cold shower of rain. Glad to say, the second set 

of pitfall traps were in dry shelter, under a tree, but 

once again there was not a lot to show.  

We were then set a challenge to find as many lady-

birds as we could as we walked back over the bridge 

to the car park. It had stopped raining by now so we 

took our duties seriously, searching for and record-

ing all sorts of ladybirds and also getting distracted 

by green and golden weevils, reed beetles and all 

sorts of spiders. David Attenborough would have 

been proud of our efforts as we found so many copu-

lating invertebrates, even the millipedes were closely 

coupled. 

Most ladybirds are carnivorous, and prefer to eat 

aphids. This makes them particularly popular with 

gardeners, as aphids can be a real pest in the garden. 

They also eat scale insects, another species often 

harmful to plants, which further reinforces the lady-

birds‟ reputation as a gardener‟s best friend! If you 

handle a ladybird, it may release small drops of yel-

low liquid from its leg joints. This is actually blood, 

which can stain your hand and smell quite pungent. 

This defensive „reflex bleeding‟ is intended to ward off 

predators. Ladybirds are often named after the num-

ber of spots they have.  

 

 

 

 

It was soon apparent that the number of spots on a 

ladybird is inversely proportional to the size of the 

ladybird. The 24 spot ladybird is only 3-4mm and is 

vegetarian.  The fourteen-spot ladybird, is larger, 3.5-

4.5mm and is often called the clown faced ladybird, 

as its markings are often joined up to make a smiley 

face. The seven spot is thought to be our most com-

mon ladybird, but it may just be our most commonly 

recognised ladybird.  It is large, 5-8mm, red and has 

black legs, there are always seven black spots ar-

ranged three on each wing case and one on top of the 

back. 

The Harlequin is large, 5 – 8mm with brown legs. It is 
an invasive alien species from Asia which spread rap-

idly after its introduction to Britain in 2004.http://
www.harlequin-survey.org/ It eats aphids and other 
insects including ladybirds. Once thought to outcom-
pete other ladybird species and be a major threat to 
various insect groups, numbers now thought to be 
levelling out as ecological harmony is re-established 
via control mechanisms such as good old British 

weather (too cold) and also parasitic wasps. It‟s basic 

colour form is orange red with 0-21 black spots but 
the Melanic (black) form is common. It varies greatly 
in colour and spots. 

 

The 2 spot seems to be an exception to the inverse 

rule as it is only 4 – 5mm.  It is a small and very 
common ladybird with black legs, which feeds on 
aphids. There are two main colour varieties, red with 
two black spots and commonly found are some which 
are black with red spots. The black versions are most 
common in the north where it is thought it may help 
the insect to absorb heat from the sun. The overall 

winner of the LENS ladybird survey was definitely the 
2 spot at Attenborough with over 20 counted by sight 
(it was too wet for sweeping) in a short distance.  
 
„Ladybird, ladybird, fly away home, 
Your house is on fire, your children are gone‟  

http://www.harlequin-survey.org/
http://www.harlequin-survey.org/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/05/26/were-going-on-a-beetle-hunt/24-meme/
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RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE AT  

HILTON GRAVEL PITS  JUNE 6 

Meet at Willowpit Lane entrance 

Grid ref SK249315 Postcode DE65 5FN   

Leader Richard Spowage DWT Reserves Manager 

This Derbyshire Wildlife Trust reserve is a Special Site 

of Scientific Interest,well hidden just off Willow Pit 

Lane, desperately needed signage from the road is 

„not allowed‟. We are late and set out to search for our 

party past meadows,  birch woodland, mysterious 

pools and willow carr. 

Although there are many disused gravel pits and res-

ervoirs in this part of the Trent valley, Hilton Gravel 

Pits is one of a very few designated wildfowl refuges. 

The numbers of wildfowl present vary according to 

disturbance at other sites in the area. There are, on 

average ten species of water-bird normally using this 

site. Locally for birds, Willington is more likely to be 

the site most visited but Hilton is a more interesting 

site due to the mosaic of habitats. 

Willington‟s blog on 21st May 2015 tells of newly 

emerged broad bodied chaser, orange tip butterfly and 

brimstone. No common terns on site. Rafts contain up 

to 17 pairs of black headed gull. Reed areas had 2 

singing reed bunting and 5 singing reed war-

blers.  Breeding birds with young included moorhen 

with 2 young and coot with 4 young. 

The grassland, on neutral to acidic soils, is  typical of 

what was once common on the Trent valley alluvial 

terraces. A number of species are present which were 

formerly much more widespread in the Trent Valley, 

such as adder‟s-tongue Ophioglossum vulgatum,and 

common twayblade Listera ovata,growing in abun-

dance among yellow meadow buttercups and yellow 

rattle. It is hard to believe that these rarely seen spe-

cies have no protection in law. Hand scything is used 

to cut and maintain the meadow. Other areas of 

grassland are grazed by cattle so the fences and gates 

have to be kept in good order. 

There is no path through the magnificent marsh, 

squish through a primeval landscape of ferns, marsh 

horsetail, soft rush, square stemmed St John‟s wort, 

cyperus, oval and false fox sedge. Southern marsh 

orchid and common spotted orchids hybridise to 

form super hybrids, splendiferous flower spikes with 

spotted leaves. The plant community and the atmos-

phere constantly change in progression along the 

marsh.  Cardinal and  leaf beetles, click beetles and 

soldier beetles climb up the blades of grass to pose. 

Delicate moths, disturbed from undergrowth flutter 

up and settle on flat leaf surfaces;  the clouded bor-

der whose larvae feed on willows and poplars, and 

silver ground carpet moths, foodplant bedstraws, 

more natural flight time is at night. 

Enchanters nightshade lines the path with brooklime 

in muddy sections. Huge white willows tower over 

us.  The name is derived from the white appearance 

of the undersides of the leaves. The bark is fissured 

and twisted with age, willows are not long lived, they 

lean and gracefully decline into the mud. White wil-

low Salix alba is dioecious, meaning male and fe-

male flowers grow on separate trees. Catkins appear 

in early spring – after pollination by insects, the fe-

male catkins lengthen and develop small capsules, 

each containing minute seeds encased in white 

down, which scatter silver threads on the wind  like 

in the Chryselids. Cow parsley and hogweed are 

flowering towering over the willowherb and nettles. 

Angelica is yet to come. There is a distinct brown 

centre to the flower head of the red campion flow-

ers.  Microbotryum lychnidis-dioicae is a smut specif-

ic to campions. The fungus completely takes over 

the anthers of the host, which burst open to release 

the purple, powdery spores instead of pollen.  It is 

able to over-ride sex determination in the host plant. 

Campions are dioecious, but the smut causes anther

-development in the female host-plants. Infected 

flowers  last longer than uninfected flowers. 

Be careful where you tread! The purple flowers of 

the parasitic Lathraea clandestina, common name 

purple toothwort, mysteriously sprout from fallen 

willow and from underground roots in the Woodland  
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Garden, Purple Toothwort is a recently established 

perennial that grows as a total parasite on the roots 

of willow trees in damp places. In Derbyshire it is 

known from only two localities: Hilton Gravel Pits and 

Eggington. A native of western or south-western Eu-

rope. It is grown in gardens as a curiosity and may 

be dispersed by floodwaters. The low parasitic plant 

is spectacular but somehow grotesquely twisting and 

sprawling, past it‟s best.  A subterranean, branched 

stem, whitish yellow forming tufts at the soil surface. 

Kidney shaped scale leaves   clasping the stem. Clus-

ters of violet flowers   with a hooded corolla and 

mauve lower lip. We are more familiar with the white 

toothwort which parasitizes hazel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The old sand pits with depauperate soil are famous 

for their lichens, the poor soil encourages flowers, 

bird‟s foot trefoil, scarlet pimpernel, centaury and 

sticky mouse-ear.  A bit late in the day for butterflies 

a lone small copper clung to the top of a thistle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the old ponds still has a good population of 

great crested newts with over 100 counted by torch-

light. But a mitigation pond  dug in compensation for 

ponds lost in quarrying provides an on-going man-

agement headache as they are too shallow, infilling 

with greater and lesser reedmace, birch saplings  

The burnet companion whose larvae feed on clover and 

trefoil gets its English name from the fact that it is often 

found in company with burnet moths (not to-

night) keeping our photographers challenged in the low 

light of the evening. With the twilight came the exquis-

ite whining of many mosquito‟s wings circling and looking 

for a place to land and bite, which is where we came in. 

Singing in the Rain at Bradgate 

and Swithland June 20  
Grid ref SK 543 114   Postcode  LE7 7GQ 

Leader David Gibbons 

BRADGATE PARK was first 

enclosed as a deer park around 

800 years ago and now is a 

local conservation area of roll-

ing heathland with a rugged 

topography as volcanic slates 

and granites protrude as crag-

gy knolls through a cover of 

Triassic Mercia Mud-

stones.  Charnwood Forest is 

one of the few parts of England 

where there are exposures of 

rocks dating back to Precambri-

an time.  The local haunt of 

David Attenborough as a youth 

he must have been kicking  

constantly need pulling out by a dedicated team of 

volunteers. Willow is coppiced.  In ignorance the 

pool was filled with quarry water full of fish so the res-

cued great crested newts, whose tadpoles swim in 

open water, were eaten. The colourful waterside of 

yellow flag, marsh marigold and greater pond sedge 

was an impressionist canvas worked from a palette of 

pure colours, white lead, cadmium yellow, vermilion, 

madder, cobalt blue, chrome green. 

A small, sooty black moth with white fringes on wing 

tips swept across the top of the small meadow near to 

the car park, chimney sweeper,  often found on old 

hay meadows near it‟s foodplant, pignut.  

https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/06/10/rumble-in-the-jungle-part-2/coppice-meme/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/06/10/rumble-in-the-jungle-part-2/bark-meme/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/06/09/rumble-in-the-jungle-part-1/tway-meme-3/
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himself when in1957 a schoolboy, Roger Mason, 

found the world famous Charnia fossil when out 

climbing near Woodhouse Eaves. Oh what a beautiful 

morning! A risk assessment of the threatening dark 

clouds decided we should take the lower route 

through the Park where a tarmac driveway runs 

through the middle. The River Lin was running wild 

and rain slashed down on our hooded stiffly robotic 

waterproofed maquettes as had a close look at crest-

ed dogs tail and sweet vernal grass. Wavy hair grass 

was more characteristic of the drier areas with tufted 

hair grass in the hollows. There were small patches of 

sphagnum moss and also starry polytrichum moss. In 

the runnels were sedges, remote and oval, and rush-

es, hard and soft and jointed, we looked at the lad-

dered pith of the hard rush. Lesser spearwort looks 

like a buttercup with undivided leaves and the wasp 

pollinated water figwort has an intricate pollination 

mechanism. The heath grassland has a patchwork 

quilt of bracken, sheep‟s sorrel and  tormentil, heath 

bedstraw, and hawkbit, meadow buttercup, blue 

milkwort and a very little lesser stitchwort and 

bird‟sfoot trefoil, the different depths of soil and 

availability of nutrients muting and enhancing islands 

of colour. One butterfly braved it, a small copper 

which posed for a long time. Grasshopper nymphs 

were leaping about. A green woodpecker flew low to 

the ground as a yellowhammer called out for more 

cheese. We looked up at the beer glass shape of the 

old John folly and the war memorial on top of the hill 

to see velvet antlered red deer stags and groups of 

pretty spotted fallow deer move about the landscape 

like a living painting.  There was one white doe and a 

dark brown wildtype reversion. 

Bradgate House was the childhood home of Lady Jane 

Grey, the ill-fated Queen of England. In Henry VIII‟s 

will, Jane was named heiress to the English throne, 

but only if Henry‟s son Edward and daughters Mary 

and Elizabeth died without issue. But the pious and 

sickly Edward VI altered the established legal succes-

sion and so Jane was crowned Queen of England in 

1553, she ruled for just nine days. Mary Tudor 

claimed the throne, Jane was imprisoned in the Tow-

er of London, then executed. Many of the ancient oak 

trees around Bradgate House were pollarded in sor-

row and remembrance. 

We were very surprised and pleased to see the large 

yellow networked flowers of henbane growing  in pro-

fusion in front of the ruins. And then David with de-

lighted glee revealed a large plant of deadly night-

shade flowering by the wall. Do the public know what 

a risk they take when walking in Bradgate Park?  

 

Now the sun had come out and we sat outside to 

have our lunch, watching a work party pick out rag-

wort from the sward with mechanical grabs. Cropston 

reservoir was dead calm. 

Afterwards it was decision time again and we decided 

it was now dry enough to visit Swithland Woods? On 

our way to the cars, mauve spires of foxgloves lit up 

the grey slate dry-stone walls. Lime green necklaces 

of maidenhair spleenwort and wall rue were putting 

out feelers, when we were hit by another violent  

storm. Undeterred we drove to the woods and it was like 
entering a tropical house, it was so warm and humid. The 
woodland floor was coated with woodrush with en-
chanter‟s nightshade along the path edge and sedges re-

mote and pendulous. Now the sylva lit up with sunshine 

and we looked at the sessile oak which predominates, the 
craggy bark of dusky birch which can shelter many in-
sects and even bat roosts, and small leaved limes which 
make an intricate leaf kaleidoscope in the ancient wood-
land. Imperforate St John‟s Wort, common figwort and 
yellow pimpernel were flowers we don‟t usually see and 

some meadow brown butterflies flew among the wavy 
hair grass near the fenced off steep sided old slate quar-
ry. Spires of wall pennywort reaching up the vertical slate 
slabs  were the tallest ever seen, shining leaf discs foot-
ing the creamy yellow flower spikes. It is a member of 
the Stonecrop family adapted for surviving in dry condi-

tions. Grey squirrels chased around the tree trunks as the 

robin sang and nuthatches busied in the old tree stumps, 
it really made an enchanted forest. Oh what a wonderful 
day! 
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Bennerley Viaduct  

and Nottingham Canal 11 July 

Meet small car park left off Newton‟s Lane 

Grid ref SK 476 433   Postcode NG16 2SE  

Leader Marion Bryce 

Who would have thought it would be such a fine even-

ing at Bennerley? 

It was single file along an immaculate towpath fringed 

by flowering water loving plants Galingale is an unusu-

al decorative sedge with reed sweetgrass, water fig-

wort, great hairy willowherb, hemp agrimony, yellow 

flag, branched bur-reed and meadow sweet. Reed and 

soldier beetles, banded demoiselle, blue tailed and 

common blue damsel flies ornamented the lanceolate 

leaves. The strange flowers of yellow water lilies 

with brandy bottle fruits haphazard among  huge flat 

floating leaves.  The reason why the flowers smell of 

alcohol is the anoxic conditions  in which it is growing: 

without oxygen the sugars in the roots cannot be con-

verted to energy and carbon dioxide via the normal 

metabolic process for plants, and have to proceed via 

an alternative synthesis (like yeast) where it is con-

verted to alcohol. But, as you know, alcohol is poison-

ous to most species, and must be disposed of….In Yel-

low Water Lily it is evaporated out of the yellow flow-

ers. In the still air of the evening we get the full effect. 

Nottingham Canal, opened in 1796, was a 14.7-mile 

(23.7 km) long canal between Langley Mill  and Not-

tingham used to break the Erewash Canal company 

monopoly on carrying coal. It left the River Trent to 

serve a number of wharves in Nottingham, and then 

rose through a further 18 locks, most of which were 

grouped together at the Wollaton flight, to reach a 

long upper pound. At its upper end, a stop lock con-

nected it to the Great Northern Basin, which provided 

access to the Erewash Canal  and the Cromford Ca-

nal. It was successful but competition from the rail-

ways began in the early 1840s and led to it falling into 

disuse. 

Nottingham City Council bought the section from Len-

ton to the city limits and began filling it in from 1955. 

6 miles (9.7 km) of the upper section was bought by 

Broxtowe Borough Council  to retain as a Local Nature 

Reserve. There was a brief attempt at re-opening the 

upper section for navigation, but the construction of 

the Awsworth Bypass in 1980 severed the canal, and 

the plan became unworkable. 

The trees clear to reveal the monumental wrought iron 

lattice work structure of Bennerley Viaduct, 1452 feet 

long, 60 feet high which was designed and built by 

Richard Johnson (Chief Civil Engineer of the 

GNR);  contrary to local rumour, Gustav Eiffel was not 

involved. It carried the Great Northern Railway over 

the River Erewash, Erewash Canal (bottom cut), Not-

tingham Canal (top cut), Bennerley Marsh and the  

Midland Railway. Most railway viaducts at the time 

were brick built but the foundations of the Bennerley 

Viaduct were subject to a great deal of coal mining 

subsidence therefore, the lighter, more flexible, 

wrought iron design with was chosen. It was a show-

case for local industry, ironworks and brickworks. The 

viaduct consists of 16 lattice work   deckspans , each 

76 feet long supported on hollow wrought iron col-

umns with stone capped blue brick foundations. 

Whereas masonry arches work on compression, 

wrought iron gives a more flexible structure which 

wobbles under dynamic loading. Engineers recall hold-

ing tight onto the inspection panels under the bridge 

when a steam train passed over and the sound, mat 

snap daddy. Stronger than modern steel and corro-

sion resistant. no two iron bridges are alike as iron 

was a new building material and a close look at the 

joints shows the use of old methods more suited to 

carpentry.The cast iron footings stand on a foundation 

block of blue bricks, stamped Derby, on top of timber 

(anaerobic conditions stop rotting). Not trusting the 

new-fangled methods, the Midland Railway Company 

insisted on brick piers over their railway 

lines.  Construction was rapid, the viaduct was built 

between May 1876 and November 1877 and opened 

in January 1878. The viaduct was built for the railway 

line between Awsworth Junction  and Derby  and 

formed part of the Great Northern Railway Derbyshire 

Extension which was built to exploit the coalfields. 

Bennerley Ironworks was originally due north of the 

viaduct served by sidings connected to both the Great 

Northern line and the Midland Railway Erewash Valley 

line. After the demolition of the ironworks a British 

Coal  distribution depot served by sidings from the 

former Midland Railway occupied the same site.  This 

has now also been demolished  to give an extensive 

brownfield site which is covered with wild flowers. The 

viaduct was built for the railway line between Aws-

worth Junction  and Derby  and formed part of the 

Great Northern Railway Derbyshire Extension which 

was built to exploit the coalfields. Bennerley Iron-

works was originally due north of the viaduct served  

                                    Bennerley Visduct 
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by sidings connected to both the Great Northern line 

and the Midland Railway Erewash Valley line. After the 

demolition of the ironworks a British Coal  distribution 

depot served by sidings from the former Midland Rail-

way occupied the same site.  This has now also been 

demolished  to give an extensive brownfield site which 

is covered with wild flowers. Clover, mignonette, yel-

low and white melilot, great mullein, tufted vetch and 

bird‟s foot trefoil support large populations of butter-

flies and other insects. Unusually for us, large skip-

pers, small tortoiseshell, green veined white and ring-

lets were flying into the evening. We could smell the 

coal from steaming black puddles. 

In 1980 when British Rail proposed to demolish this 

structure it was opposed by the Bennerley Viaduct 

Preservation Trust who argued it‟s value as a rare and 

impressive example of Victorian railway architecture 

and treasured Erewash Valley landmark. On appeal 

Michael Heseltine, then Secretary of State asked, „Can 

we find a use for it?‟. The viaduct was purchased for 

£1 and is now the focus of a major Sustrans project to 

bring it into use again as a cycling and walking route. 

It will be the iconic centrepiece of the Great Northern 

Greenway: a traffic-free route between Nottingham 

and Derby connected with the local network of paths 

including the Erewash Valley Trail. When Sustrans 

needed expert advice the Society of Mechanical Engi-

neers recommended David Gent and as coincidence 

would have it he lives just down the road and now is a 

Friend of Bennerley Marsh, volunteers who have regu-

lar work parties. Plans have been made which not only 

celebrate our Industrial Heritage but also wildlife. 

They include pathways beneath and on top of the 

structure, a bird hide and environmental classroom. 

Inspection of the underbelly reveals that cleaning and 

painting the structure would be difficult as there is so 

much wildlife. Bats, barn owls, kestrels, great tits and 

jackdaws have made home between parting pier pan-

els and the rusting mild steel balustrade which was a 

later addition. Looking out over the marshy fields on 

the other side, skylarks and lapwings nest, herons and 

white egrets probe pools of standing water. Imperial 

purple drooping racemes of Russian comfrey are large 

plants leaning by the River Erewash. A disease re-

sistant elm has been planted to encourage white hair-

streak butterflies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The settling ponds 

beneath the viaduct 

are home to grass 

snakes and great 

crested newts. The 

surface is covered by 

the flat green leaves 

of broad leaved pond-

weed, colourless 

flower spikes protrud-

ing above the sur-

face. China mark 

moths, ringed and 

brown, common blue 

and azure damselflies 

and hundreds of em-

erald damselflies fly 

up as we disturb the long grass behind the ponds. 

Southern marsh orchids and common spotted orchids 

and their many hybrids push pink spikes above mouse 

ear hawkweed, pink centaury, purple self-heal and yet 

more „egg and bacon‟ in a celebration of wildflowers. 

As we look back to the „Iron Giant‟ connecting Notting-

hamshire to Derbyshire where the diocese of Canter-

bury meets the diocese of York, imagine flowing pur-

ple robes, scarves flapping, mitres fully erect as the 

Archbishop of Canterbury cycles to greet the Archbish-

op of York over the newly opened Bennerley Viaduct. 

           Bennerley Settling Ponds 

Hybrid  orchid, common blue damselfly, emerald damselfly 

Bennerley Viaduct 2016                                                                                                            Photo credit Marion Bryce 
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MOTH NIGHT AT TRENT LOCK 

17 July 

Canal and River Trust Education Centre at 

Trent Lock  NG10 2FY near the Steamboat 

Inn         TIME: 10pm til 12 midnight 

On a balmy evening there were a lot of insects enjoying the musicTrent Lock was 

rocking to Linda‟s birthday party. Two Skinner traps were run from 10-12.30pm, one 

50W mercury vapour and a 15W actinic. 38 species identified, It was good to see a 

drinker moth, the caterpillar of which feeds on various coarse grasses, including Cock‟s

-foot, Reed Canary-grass and Common Reed and is often seen by the Erewash Canal. 

The moth of the night was the coronet which we had never seen before. The larval 

foodplants are ash (Fraxinus) and privet (Ligustrum) and there is plenty of this in the 

area.  

Eudonia lacustrata Little Grey 

Euzophera pinguis Ash-bark Knot-horn 

Hoplodrina blanda Rustic 

Epiblema uddmanniana Bramble Shoot Moth 

Epiphyas postvittana Light Brown Apple Moth 

Aphomia sociella Bee Moth 

Aethes cnicana Thistle Conch 

Donacaula forficella Pale Water-veneer 

Biston betularia Peppered Moth 

Acronicta psi Grey Dagger 

Stenoptilia bipunctidactyla Twin-spot Plume 

Eilema griseola Dingy Footman 

Mesapamea secalis Common Rustic 

Agrotis exclamationis Heart & Dart 

Acentria ephemerella Water Veneer 

Acronicta rumicis Knot Grass 

Craniophora ligustri Coronet 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Euthrix potatoria Drinker 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 

Chilodes maritimus Silky Wainscot 

Yponomeuta malinellus Apple Ermine 

Yponomeuta evonymella Bird-cherry Ermine 

Nola cucullatella Short-cloaked Moth 

Pasiphila rectangulata Green Pug 

Epirrhoe alternata Common Carpet 

Ourapteryx sambucaria Swallow-tailed Moth 

Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 

Mythimna pallens Common Wainscot 

Eurrhypara hortulata Small Magpie 

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 

Scotopteryx chenopodiata Shaded Broad-bar 

Agapeta hamana Common Yellow Conch 

Eilema lurideola Common Footman 

Orgyia antiqua Vapourer 

Oligia strigilis agg. Marbled Minor agg. 

Lomographa temerata Clouded Silver 

Pleuroptya ruralis Mother of Pearl 

Hepialus humuli Ghost Moth 

 

 

        Ghost                     Drinker                      Coronet 
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MOTH NIGHT AT TOTON  

23 July  

Moths come in a huge variety of sizes, colours and 
shapes but most are rarely seen because they fly at 
night. There are 2,500 species of moths in Britain of 
these approximately 800 are macromoths the majori-

ty are very small and are called micromoths. Most live 
here all year, but some visit on migration. 

LENS Wildlife Group were invited to run a moth trap-
ping session by the Friends of Toton Fields Local Na-
ture Reserve as part of a comprehensive wildlife sur-
vey of the site. 

WHAT WE DID AND WHERE WE DID IT: 

 On 23 July 2016 two light traps were run for 3 hours 
at Toton Fields LNR. This Local Nature Reserve is 
owned by Broxtowe Borough Council and was de-

clared in 2009. It is managed by Broxtowe Borough 
Council and Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.  The 
site  has amenity grassland, small areas of ash/ wil-
low / poplar plantations, river corridor and scrub habi-
tats. The traps were placed near to the Greenwood 
Centre off Banks Road. at the edge of a field, along-
side the River Erewash with associated wetland spe-

cies, wet grassland and young woodland. 

WHAT WE USED: Skinner design moth traps were 
used, which consist of a wooden box with a central 
wooden crossbar housing a bulb holder and rain 
guard. Two large, angled pieces of clear Perspex have 

dual purposes, deflecting moths downwards, and al-
lowing easy visual inspection to find moths which set-

tle into the empty egg boxes 

light sources can attract different moth species, geometers 
tending to favour the actinic, noctuids the MV lamp. 

 

WHAT WE CAUGHT: 

By the end of the evening, 62 moth species had 
been trapped and identified. It is certain if the traps had 
run for a longer period more species would have been 
caught. The most numerous species were the Water Ve-

neer, Smoky Wainscot and Dingy Footman, followed by the 
Rivulet. The Water Veneer larvae are entirely aquatic, feed-
ing on various aquatic plants such as pondweeds 
(Potomogetonspp.) and Canadian waterweed (Elodea cana-
densis). There are two forms of the female; one wingless, 
which lives under the water, and one winged, the males are 

winged. The smoky wainscot lives in rough grassy areas, 
the larval foodplants are mainly grasses. The Rivulet lives 
in woodland margins, hedgerows and grassy embank-
ments and flies in July and August. It can be found around 

damp woodland, the caterpillars live inside the capsules of 
red campion (Silene dioica), eating the seeds.The Dingy 
Footman larva feeds on various lichens. 

 

Two shield bugs, the forest bug and a hawthorn shield bug 
were also attracted to the light as well as many caddis flies, 

midges and gnats. 

which are placed in the box. 
Two different light sources 
were used, a 125W mercury 

vapour (MV) lamp which is 

very bright and will usually 
attract more moths and the 
much duller Actinic which is 
preferable if you want your 
nocturnal activities to remain 
low-key. The two different  

A rather large moth was 
attracted to Toton Fields 
Local Nature Reserve on 
Saturday ……. 

DISCUSSION: 

All species recorded in the 

United Kingdom have been 

given a national status with 
the most threatened and 
scarce species assigned to 
a conservation category, as 
listed under „National sta-
tus‟. Accurate up to date 

and properly vetted infor-
mation is difficult to come 
by the most recently com-
piled national distribution 
maps may not include the 
most up to date infor-

mation and the National 

Status listed in this report 
is based on that listed in 
Field Guide to the Moths of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 
Waring and Townsend 
2003 which used data, pat-
tern and density per 10km 

square and square in Wat-
sonian vice-counties. 
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Euzophera pinguis Ash-bark Knot-horn 

Laspeyria flexula Beautiful Hook-tip 

Yponomeuta evonymella Bird-cherry Ermine 

Bupalus piniaria Bordered White 

Lacanobia oleracea Bright-line Brown-eye 

Opisthograptis luteolata Brimstone Moth 

Habrosyne pyritoides Buff Arches 

Hadena rivularis Campion 

Mythimna ferrago Clay 

Lomaspilis marginata Clouded Border 

Lomographa temerata Clouded Silver 

Epirrhoe alternata Common Carpet 

Scoparia ambigualis Common Grey 

Mesapamea secalis Common Rustic 

Cabera pusaria Common White Wave 

Agapeta hamana Common Yellow Conch 

Craniophora ligustri Coronet 

Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 

Eilema griseola Dingy Footman 

Melanchra persicariae Dot Moth 

Xestia triangulum Double-square Spot 

Euthrix potatoria Drinker 

Cosmia trapezina Dun-bar 

Selenia dentaria Early Thorn 

Deilephila elpenor Elephant Hawk-moth 

Herminea (Zanclognatha) 
tarsipennalis 

Fan-foot 

Axylia putris Flame 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 

Xanthorhoe fluctuata Garden Carpet 

Pasiphila rectangulata Green Pug 

Agrotis exclamationis Heart & Dart 

Scoliopteryx libatrix Herald 

Diarsia mendica Ingrailed Clay 

Notodonta dromedarius Iron Prominent 

Hydriomena furcata July Highflyer 

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 

Noctua janthe 
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow 
Underwing 

Noctua comes Lesser Yellow Underwing 

Jodis lactearia Little Emerald 

Cryphia domestica Marbled Beauty 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

MOTHS AT TOTON 

Oligia strigilis Marbled Minor 

Pleuroptya ruralis Mother of Pearl 

Alcis repandata Mottled Beauty 

Mormo maura Old Lady 

Udea lutealis Pale Straw Pearl 

Laothoe populi Poplar Hawk-moth 

Idaea aversata Riband Wave 

Perizoma affinitata Rivulet 

Phragmatobia fuliginosa Ruby Tiger 

Eilema complana Scarce Footman 

Scotopteryx chenopodi- Shaded Broad-bar 

Idaea biselata Small Fan-footed Wave 

Eurrhypara hortulata Small Magpie 

Mythimna impura Smoky Wainscot 

Hypena proboscidalis Snout 

Abrostola tripartita Spectacle 

Phlyctaenia coronata Spotted Magpie 

Acronicta aceris Sycamore 

Aplocera plagiata Treble-bar 

Acentria ephemerella Water Veneer 

Camptogramma bilineata Yellow Shell 

BUG   

Pentatoma rufipes Forest Bug 

Acanthosoma haemor- Hawthorn Shieldbug 

The Sycamore, The Coronet, Old Lady and The Scarce 
Footman have LOCAL status ie records are localised or 
patchy. All the other moths recorded have COMMON status 
ie are well distributed. 
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The ground colour of The Sycamore varies from pale grey to dark sooty-grey. It is noted for it‟s brightly-
coloured caterpillar which is covered with yellow and orange hairs and has a row of black-edged white blotch-

es along the back. It feeds on horse-chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) as well as sycamore (Acer pseudo-
platanus) and field maple (A. campestre). It is distributed mainly in the south-eastern counties of England, 

with scattered records elsewhere.  

The Coronet is widely distributed, but not common, throughout much of Britain, it is more frequent in the 
south and south-west. The habitat preferences are woodland, commons, downland and marshy places. The 
flight period is during June and July. When fresh, some individuals show an olive-green suffusion to the dark-
er parts of the forewing.The larval foodplants are ash (Fraxinus) and privet (Ligustrum). 

The Old Lady is a huge, sombre-coloured moth, which is distributed  locally throughout much of Britain, and 
common in places. It hides by day in old buildings and sheds, and frequents damp localities as well as waste 
ground and gardens. The adults are on the wing in July and August. The caterpillars feed in the spring after 
overwintering, on blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), and other shrubs and trees.  

The Scarce Footman holds it‟s wings furled tightly around the body. It flies in July and August and tends to 

inhabit more heathy and moorland habitats, and is distributed in England, mainly in the south and east. The 
larvae feed on lichens mostly, but also will eat moss and the leaves of some low plants. 

„THE CONSERVATION STATUS OF LARGER MOTHS IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE‟ 2014 update to Third (2011) Edi-
tion  by Sheila Wright, Nottingham Natural History Museum, Wollaton Hall,  includes all Nationally Local spe-
cies recorded from more than 5, 10Km squares in Nottinghamshire since 1990, together with all Nationally 
Common species recorded from 5 or fewer 10Km squares in Nottinghamshire since 1990. The assessment of 
the conservation status of each of the species of Larger Moth resident in Nottinghamshire takes into account 
both their national conservation status and their local rarity. This is because it is probably at least as im-
portant for us to protect nationally rare/local species which happen to be common in Nottinghamshire as it is 

to protect nationally common species which are nevertheless scarce in this county. (Many Nottinghamshire 
moths are both nationally and locally rare). 

Resident species have been assigned a Grade 1, 2, 3 conservation status in the county, or left ungraded, ac-
cording to a combination of their national status and the frequency of their known occurrence within Notting-

hamshire, as detailed below. Frequency is determined by the number of 10km squares in the county from 
which they have been recorded since 1990. 

Migrants have been excluded from consideration for conservation status, since it is probably safe to assume 
that their occurrence at a particular site will be casual and have no real bearing on the conservation value of 
that site. 

The Sycamore, The Coronet, The Old Lady and the Beautiful Hooktip have been assigned GRADE 3 which in-

cludes all Nationally Local species recorded from more than five 10Km squares in Nottinghamshire since 
1990, together with all Nationally Common species recorded from five or fewer 10Km squares in Nottingham-
shire since 1990. 

Currently 81 moths (25 micros and 56 macros) are afforded Priority Species status under the UK BAP 
(Biodiversity Action Plan) following a review in 2006/07. These are the species which require most urgent 
conservation effort and many occur on a very small number of sites. None of these moths were caught at 

Toton Fields LNR. 

In addition to the list of 81 scarce and threatened BAP Priority moths, a further 71 species of widespread but 
rapidly declining moths, which were identified in Butterfly Conservation‟s 2013 „The State of Britain’s Larg-
er Moths report‟ were added to the UK BAP to encourage research by universities and institutes into the 

causes of decline and ways to reverse the trends. Shaded Broad Bar and Dot Moth, trapped at Toton Fields 
LNR, are two of these listed species . 
LAST WORD: 

Moths have important roles in the wildlife ecosystem. They pollinate flowers and are vital food for many other 
animals.  Moths are also useful to us,  giving vital information about our own environment, especially climate 
change. 

Research has shown that moths are in decline and need our help. 

Toton Fields LNR provides a valuable biosystem sink for moths. These results provide a baseline survey of 

moths which inhabit the nature reserve and it is certain that further moth species will be identified from this 
site in the future planned sessions of moth trapping, however it is doubtful whether a more spectacu-

lar specimen will be seen than the rather large moth that was attracted to Toton on THAT Saturday night. 

The hamlet of Millersdale is dominated by two large disused viaducts over the Wye valley. The older of the 
viaducts forms part of the Monsal Trail, an 8.5-mile (13.7 km) walking and cycle track. Millersdale Station 
which was built in 1863 by the Midland Railway.  It served an important junction where passengers for Bux-
ton  joined or left the train between London  and Manchester. Since the railway was closed in 1967, the sta-
tion has become a car park for the Monsal Trail, the main buildings remain and there is usually an ice-cream 

van handily parked. The station was immortalized in the 1964 song “Slow Train” by Flanders and Swann. 

Millersdale & Priestcliffe Lees July 23 4 mile approx. Some steep climbs. 

Meet at Miller‟s Dale Station Grid ref  SK 138 733 Postcode SK17 8SN 

http://www.mothscount.org/text/19/Moths_in_decline.html
http://www.mothscount.org/text/19/Moths_in_decline.html


                                                                                        20                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A crowd of LENSes set off along the Monsal trail to 

the Cheedale Derbyshire Wildlife Trust reserve (1 
on the map), here was a wonderful display of clus-
ters of pink flowers with a three-lobed lip, a hood 
and a long spur trailing behind them.  The sweetly 
scented cylindrical dense spike of flowers measuring 
up to 15cm in height and a few, narrow, green 

leaves on the stem and base of the plant. The Fra-
grant orchid (Gymnadenia conopsea) has heavily 
scented flowers which produce nectar and are polli-
nated by moths.  Just as we may wear perfume to 
seduce a mate, orchids spice up their lives to at-
tract insect pollinators. We ambled back along the 
trail to the old station and the platform „garden‟ 

vivid with wild flowers, bloody cranesbill, 
black mullein, melancholy thistle and Jacob‟s Lad-
der, possibly sown by the person who lives in the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marion Bryce 8 August 2016 

Bloody cranesbill, Jacob’s Ladder, black mullein, fra-

grant orchid, meadow brown on scabious 

station house. Polemonium caeruleum was voted the 
County Flower of Derbyshire  in 2002 following a poll by 
the wild plant conservation charity Plantlife. 

After an ice-cream break we walked over the viaduct, 
peering down at the river below then turning right up 

steps to the old Millersdale quarry lime kilns (2), up more 
steps, then a left turn into Millersdale quarry itself (3). 
This was a breathtaking floral display. The trust uses cat-
tle provided by local graziers to help keep the limestone 
grassland in good condition for the fragrant orchids, fel-
wort, scabious, basil, bird‟s foot trefoil, St John‟s Wort 
and other wildflowers well loved by butterflies. Now we 

were chasing dark green fritillaries, a pleasure to see fly-
ing low through grassland, teasing photographers with 
frequent pauses stopping to nectar on thistles and knap-
weed. The name is from the green hue found on the un-

derside of the hindwings, which are peppered with large 
silver spots. 

Breaking a path through burnet saxifrage, slow motion 
up more steps, to Priestcliffe Lees‟s top hill and a reward 

of breathtaking views over the Peak District‟s limestone 
dales. Breathe in the fresh hilltop air to be rewarded with 
the fragrant scent of thyme.  The short turf is spangled 
with yellow tormentil among nodding harebells, including 
an unusual white sport, common spotted, fragrant and a 
few solitary bee orchids. Scattered throughout are bumpy 
lead spoil heaps  supporting flowers distinctive to Derby-

shire, among them were yellow mountain pansy and 
more frog orchids than we had ever seen before. We saw 
eyebright and blue milkwort but the leadwort was not to 

be seen.  We walked across the reserve, lost for words at 
the beauty, and discovered a Northern Star, Grass of 
Parnassus, not a grass but open, ivory-white flowers with 

five petals delicately green striped enclosing a cluster of 
yellow stamens, bright green, heart-shaped leaves cup-
ping the stems. Reluctantly we felt our way down  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

through sombre sanicled woodland back 

to the Monsal trail and Millersdale Sta-
tion. This is a walk we would like to re-
peat again in future years so we record-
ed the wildflowers and other plants we 
saw as we walked through Joan‟s para-
dise to compare with future years. 169 
species with 5 different orchids. Julia 

Gow, the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust man-
ager of Millersdale Quarry and Priestcliffe 

Lees advised on the route at a serendipitous meeting on 
the walkover. 

Nowadays to get to Buxton from Long Eaton the journey 
is via Derby, Sheffield and Stockport. Slow train indeed! 
No wonder they are talking about reopening the line 
through Millersdale Station. 

 

 

 

Frog orchid, dark green fritil-

lary, grass of Parnassus 

LENS Wildlife Group at Millersdale 

Map of Walk at Millersdale 

https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/group/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/moth-4/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/bloody/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/frag/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/ajacob/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/mb/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/frog/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/dg/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/2016/08/08/all-too-brief-encounter/grass/


                                                                                        21                                         

 

Sustrans, the charity which created the National Cycle 
Network, is running a series of events to find out what 
wildlife lives on local cycle paths around Ilkeston as 
part of the Greener Greenways project. They hosted a 
free fun, family friendly day and bioblitz on the Nut-
brook Trail near Straws Bridge Nature Reserve on Fri-
day 11 August 2016. Wildlife events included guided 

walks and activities, demonstrations and games, fol-
lowed by LENS Wildlife Group moth trapping in the 
evening. 

When we arrived the car park was quite full, peo-
ple were busy feeding the many mute swans swimming 

on the aptly named Swan Lake where great clubrush                 

Buttonweed at Straw’s Bridge 11 Aug 2016 

Photo credit Marion Bryce 

and grey clubrush grow side by side. The button weed 
first recorded by Derbyshire Flora Group in 2004 is still 
flourishing. 

It was a lovely warm evening for the moth trapping. A 
rough grassland site close to the Sustrans Cycleway 
was chosen. Two Skinner traps were run, one with a 
15W actinic and the other a 125W mercury vapour 
lamp. The sun set at 8.30, and we sat in the pitch black 
with our traps for company, plus a few midges, some 
friendly bats assisted with removal of irritating insects 

but may have fed on a few moths too. 

Our first moths were orange swifts, a lot of them, 
yet  we‟d never seen these before. Other highlights of 
the evening were reed veneer, brown spot pinion, small 
wainscot and six striped rustic and I have to admit that 
the magpie moth, big like a dalmatian, was pretty 

spectacular. 

Altogether 54 species were recorded and the highest 
counts were of large yellow underwing, mother of pearl 

and orange swift. 

Throughout the evening two tawny owls were hoot-

ing,reaffirming their territories in preparation for the 
next breeding season.  The Perseid meteor shower 
peaked that night. These are meteors from the debris 
in the tail of the Swift-Tuttle comet, when the Earth 
passes through the tail of the comet, some of the rock 
and dust is knocked out of place and falls towards the 

Earth, burning up in the atmosphere as meteors  

Sustrans Cycleway at Straw’s Bridge 

(shooting stars). They travel at speeds of around 60km 
(37 miles) per second, burning up more than 50 miles 
above the Earth and creating streaks of light as they 
do so. Most of them are only about the size of a grain 

of sand. 

We were not so lucky that it was cloudy for most of the 
night although that may have the effect of attracting 
more moths towards the light of the moth traps. As the 
lights were turned off at midnight, the sky cleared to 
show a gibbous moon and thousands of stars with the 
plough low in the sky. A large shooting star with a long 
tail arced over the whole sky. Disney!  Then the veil of 

clouds was drawn and we went home. 

Prays fraxinella Ash Bud Moth 

Pandemis cerasana Barred Fruit-tree Tortrix 

Opisthograptis luteolata Brimstone Moth 

Agrochola litura Brown-spot Pinion 

Epirrhoe alternata Common Carpet 

Agriphila tristella Common Grass-veneer 

Mesapamea secalis agg. Common Rustic agg. 

Mythimna pallens Common Wainscot 

Agapeta hamana Common Yellow Conch 

Amphipyra pyramidea agg. Copper Underwing agg. 

Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 

Eilema griseola Dingy Footman 

Cosmia trapezina Dun-bar 

Ennomos fuscantaria Dusky Thorn 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 

Plusia festucae Gold Spot 

Hypsopygia costalis Gold Triangle 

Harmonia axyridis Harlequin Ladybird 

Agapeta zoegana Knapweed Conch 

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 

Noctua janthe Lesser Broad-bordered Yel-

Epiphyas postvittana Light Brown Apple Moth 

Eupithecia centaureata Lime-speck Pug 

Abraxas grossulariata Magpie 

Acleris forsskaleana Maple Button 

Cryphia domestica Marbled Beauty 

Cydia splendana Marbled Piercer 

Pleuroptya ruralis Mother of Pearl 
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Alcis repandata Mottled Beauty 

Watsonalla binaria Oak Hook-tip 

Halyzia sedecimguttata Orange Ladybird 

Hepialus sylvina Orange Swift 

Udea lutealis Pale Straw Pearl 

Catoptria pinella Pearl Grass-veneer 

Eulithis prunata Phoenix 

Laothoe populi Poplar Hawk-moth 

Chilo phragmitella Reed Veneer 

Idaea aversata Riband Wave 

Perizoma affinitata Rivulet 

Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic 

Phragmatobia fuliginosa Ruby Tiger 

Scotopteryx chenopodiata Shaded Broad-bar 

Chilodes maritimus Silky Wainscot 

Autographa gamma Silver Y 

Idaea dimidiata Single-dotted Wave 

Xestia sexstrigata Six-striped Rustic 

Cataclysta lemnata Small China-mark 

Perizoma alchemillata Small Rivulet 

Chortodes pygmina Small Wainscot 

Hypena proboscidalis Snout 

Rivula sericealis Straw Dot 

Ypsolopha scabrella Wainscot Smudge 

Yponomeuta rorrella Willow Ermine 

Acasis viretata Yellow-barred Brin-

Pseudargyrotoza conwagana Yellow-spot Twist 

A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE AT 

TRENT LOCK CANAL FESTIVAL 

THE Canal & River Trust, Erewash Canal Preservation 
and Development Association and Long Eaton Civic 
Society held a Canal Festival at Trent Lock over the 
weekend of August 13-14. LENS Wildlife Group was 

invited to host a Moth Trapping evening and a Wildlife 
Walk Walk. 

The water reflected the red sky as the sun set the 
scene for one of the best summer evenings. Because 
of the late sunset you would think that we would be 
on our own but the canal towpath was busy with 
walkers and cyclists and they all took great interest in 
our nocturnal activities as we set up the two moth 

traps. 

Some brown moths appeared first which foxed us 
somewhat but soon we were back to normal with lots 
of caddis flies, midges mosquitoes and large yellow  

underwings, which were outnumbered by the broad 
bordered lesser yellow underwings with such a 
catchy name. After consulting  the moth bible which 
is the Townsend Waring and Lewington Field Guide 

the golden brown moths  were named as twin-
spotted wainscots. It really was a good moth night as 
the temperature did not go lower than 16C. We had 
ruby tigers, canary shouldered and dusky thorns, a 
yellow barred brindle and my favourite, the sallow 
kitten. At home a rather large moth flew out of my 
hair, it was a mottled beauty. 

The next day we displayed some of the moths we 
had caught and then set off on the wildlife walk. 
There was a lot to see as the waterside flowers are at 
their best. The codlins and cream of the great hairy 
willowherb, the blue trumpets of skullcap, fluffy pink 

hemp agrimony and fluorescent orange flowers of 
gem weed or orange balsam decorated the canal 
bank. The stems of the angelica flower used to be 
candied to give a green sweetmeat. But the white 

umbellifer flower looks so very like the poisonous 
hemlock water dropwort which is now found along 

the canal it may be best to give it a miss. 

Back at Trent Lock the Festival was in full swing. We 
thought the wax figures in the Trent Lock tea rooms 
had come to life when we met the Hughes and their 
heavy draught horse Shreck. All the way from  
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France, now living in Breaston, Shreck is a very plac-
id 16.2 hand 11 year old Comtois x Breton.  There 
were historic boats and floating traders including the 
Cheese Boat, craft and trade stalls, marching bands, 
a model warship display, children‟s rides and face 
painting. Not the usual wildlife walk at all but a very 
enjoyable experience. 

Trent Lock Moths 13 August 2016 

Abrostola tripartita Spectacle  

Acasis viretata Yellow-barred Brindle 

Acleris forsskaleana Maple Button 

Agapeta hamana Common Yellow Conch 

Agriphila tristella Common Grass-veneer 

Agrotis puta Shuttle-shaped Dart 

Alcis repandata Mottled Beauty 

Amphipyra pyramidea agg. Copper Underwing agg. 

Amphipyra tragopoginis Mouse Moth 

Archanara geminipuncta Twin-spotted Wainscot 

Cabera pusaria Common White Wave 

Carcina quercana Long-horned Flat-body 

Chilo phragmitella Reed Veneer 

Cosmia trapezina Dun-bar  

Cryphia domestica Marbled Beauty 

Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot 

Eilema griseola Dingy Footman 

Ennomos alniaria Canary-shouldered Thorn 

Ennomos fuscantaria Dusky Thorn 

Epiphyas postvittana Light Brown Apple Moth 

Epirrhoe alternata Common Carpet 

Furcula furcula Sallow Kitten 

Hypsopygia costalis Gold Triangle 

Luperina testacea Flounced Rustic 

Mesapamea secalis agg. Common Rustic agg. 

Mythimna impura Smoky Wainscot 

Noctua janthe 
Lesser Broad-bordered Yel-
low Underwing 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 

Phragmatobia fuliginosa Ruby Tiger 

Pleuroptya ruralis Mother of Pearl 

Plusia festucae Gold Spot 

Pterostoma palpina Pale Prominent 

Rivula sericealis Straw Dot 

Xanthorhoe ferrugata 
Dark-barred Twin-spot Car-
pet 

Ypsolopha scabrella Wainscot Smudge 

Coronation Meadow at Elvaston 

A Coronation Meadow is to be created at Clover Close, 
one of the fields outside the main gates at Elvaston 
Country Park. The shocking statistic is that 97% of wild-
flower meadows have been lost in the last 75 years. The 

Coronation Meadows Project, led by Plantlife with The 
Wildlife Trusts is working to create a new wild flower 
meadow in every county to celebrate the 60th anniver-
sary of the Coronation.  Existing wildflower meadows, 
which are species rich semi-natural grasslands, managed 

with traditional  methods, have been identified and are 
used as donor meadows giving seeds to matched local 

recipient grassland sites which will adopt traditional 
management techniques. In this way, new „Coronation 
Meadows‟ will be created providing new homes for bees, 
butterflies and other pollinators and helping to secure 
our wild flower heritage for the next 60 years and be-
yond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receptor sites such as Clover Close, are grasslands that 

lack the species diversity of meadows. Local volunteers 

from Elvaston Community with LENS members, carried 
out a baseline survey of grasses and wildflowers present 
in the field, learning hay meadow survey techniques and 
basic id. Iain Robertson, a ranger for Derbyshire County 
Council mapped the field and calculated the number of 
survey sites,  along transect lines each 30m apart from 
the next to give an overall true representation of species 

abundance and diversity.  A one meter square quad-
rat divided into 9 sections was thrown in the survey area 
and then species were scored as present or absent in the 
recorded number of sections. 
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in almost every quadrat sample. Germander speedwell, 
meadow vetchling, common ragwort, creeping thistle, 
spear thistle, rosebay willowherb and hogweed flowered 
tall in the rank grass around the edge of the field 

with soft rush and hairy sedge one damp area. What 
a surprise to see some common knapweed, ladies bed-
straw, rough hawkbit, common catsear, betony, tormen-
til and birds foot trefoil with a sprinkling of red clover. 
These could be along the line of a limestone strip that 
was created some years ago and are the sort of wild-
flowers we hope to see more of.  The relative diversity of 

species and abundance can be calculated using the 
baseline survey to compare with future surveys in  the 
ten years the project runs and into the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A circular walk around the field on 22 July gave a count 
of 59 skippers, small and Essex ,  2 large skippers, a 
brimstone, large white and green veined white, 14 gate-

keepers, 29 meadow brown, 5 ringlets, and also some 
day flying moths, 6 spot burnet, silver Y and mother of 
pearl. We had never seen so many skippers. The same 
day we saw red admirals, peacock butterfly and small 
coppers.  During the survey a ghost moth and a smoky 
wainscot were disturbed. Other insects were brown 
hawker and common darter dragonflies, lesser 

marsh grasshoppers and long winged coneheads. There  

 

 

Quadrat 

Yorkshire fog, cocksfoot, 

false oat grass and com-

mon bent were the most 

common grasses also 

some creeping bent, 

ryegrass, rough meadow 

grass and red fescue. 

Common sorrel, ribwort 

plantain and lesser stitch-

wort, were counted  

were hundreds of grass bugs and small grass moths 
and a variety of spiders and bugs. The invertebrates 

will be monitored and Clover Close will be the 81st site 
for a Derbyshire Butterfly Transect from 2017. Ken 

Orpe, Derbyshire Butterfly Recorder will carry out 
training at Elvaston Country Park. 

After carrying out the baseline survey, the hay was 

cut, turned, baled and collected by Mr Fitzhugh the 

farmer. It is important to remove the cut grass to re-

duce the nutrient content of the soil which benefits 

wildflowers.Elvaston Ranger, James, created bare 

ground by gentle tractor flailing, this is so that the 

introduced seed has open soil in which to establish. 

Clover Close was now ready for spreading the green 

hay which must be fresh.  

Rose End Meadows is the donor meadow for Derby-
shire Coronation Meadows. These are meadows which 
have never been treated with artificial fertiliser or 
herbicide and 242 different wild flowers have been 

recorded.  Derbyshire Wildlife Trust provided a crop of 
„green hay‟, hay that has been cut earlier than usual 

so it will be loaded with unshed wild-flower seeds. 
The meadow seed mix aims to include species likely 
to be suitable for, and do well at the Clover Close site. 
Plug plants will also be planted for those that don‟t 

establish well with seed. The Elvaston Community 
Volunteers spread the green hay using rakes and 
pitchforks. As the field is split into thirds, this process 
will need to be repeated for two years. 

The management strategy will now be changed to 

create a species rich hay meadow. The hedge was 
relaid last year for stock proofing and the public foot-
path will be fenced off for cattle grazing. 

Marion Bryce 17 August 2016 
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The weather has been so unreliable lately that we did-

n‟t invite you to the moth trapping at Clover Close, the 

Coronation Meadow at Derbyshire County Council‟s 

Country Park at Elvaston Castle. to carry the equip-

ment as it was very difficult to get to Clover Close by 

the back way. Two Skinner traps were used, one with 

a 125w MV lamp and one with a 15w actinic lamp. The 

traps were placed out of line of sight near the pine 

copse in the middle of the field. When we finally got 

set up it was 8.50pm. 

We were treated to a stately fly past of 2 tawny owls 

who kept calling throughout the evening. The sky was 

clear, it was lovely to see all the stars but it meant the 

temperature zoomed down to 14 degrees Centigrade 

and the moths were having difficulty getting the ener-

gy to fly. We could see green carpet moths and yellow 

shell moths clinging onto grass stems near the trap 

unable to fly. The first moth that made it into the trap 

was a gold spot, a very good looking moth.  A large 

black sexton beetle flew in, then a fair number of 

square spot rustics and feathered gothics made it to 

the light. Large yellow underwings blundered about 

inside the trap and we got some interesting micro 

moths.The yellow triangle slender has a name much 

bigger than itself. 

The moth business was not brisk, the 125W MV tried 

hard but the 15W actinic caught very few moths. We 

cheered up when Sally and Robin arrived but we hadn‟t 

got any big moths to show them, huge Old Lady had 

visited then left. Sally shone her torch on a barn owl 

which flew silently across the field. By 12 midnight the 

temperature was lower than 10 degrees. Time to go 

home. 

When we opened the traps to pack up we found we 

had some interesting species, it was only the second 

time we had caught a maiden‟s blush which has a 

„local‟ ie less common, distribution and we hadn‟t seen 

a dark chestnut before yet there were several in the 

trap. There were 31 species of which 27 were macro-

moths. The highest number of moths were species 

which are found everywhere and species of grassland. 

There was one moth which shouldn‟t have been there 

at all, the Gem is an immigrant species which likes 

warm sunny places, it is unable to overwinter in the 

UK. 

 

List of moth species with the larval food plant 

follows: 

MOTH TRAPPING AT CLOVER CLOSE ELVASTON 

Aug 26,  Grid ref  SK407323 

Leaders: Marion Bryce and Derek Brumbill 
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Conistra ligula Dark Chestnut Common Hawthorn, oak etc 

Plutella xylostella Diamond-back Moth Common Cabbage family 

Gymnoscelis rufifasciata Double-striped Pug Common Holly, ivy etc 

Ennomos fuscantaria Dusky Thorn Common Ash, privet 

Tholera decimalis Feathered Gothic Common Hard bladed grasses 

Xanthorhoe designata Flame carpet Common Cabbage family 

Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder Common Herbaceous plants incl ribwort 

Luperina testacea Flounced Rustic Common Grass 

Orthonama obstipata Gem Immigrant Bindweed, docks etc 

Plusia festucae Gold Spot Common Sedge poss grass 

Colostygia pectinataria Green Carpet Common Bedstraw, cleavers 

Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Under- Common Grass, dock 

Noctua janthe Lesser Broad-bordered Common Hawthorn & herbaceous plants 

Noctua comes Lesser Yellow Under- Common Nettle, dock etc 

Cyclophora punctaria Maiden’s Blush Local Oak 

Acleris forsskaleana Maple Button Common Field maple, sycamore 

Cryphia domestica Marbled Beauty Common Lichen 

Mormo maura Old Lady Local Dock, hawthorn 

Chilo phragmitella Reed Veneer Local Reed sweetgrass etc 

Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic Common Dock, plantain etc 

Xestia c-nigrum 
Setaceous Hebrew 

Character 
Common Nettle, willowherb 

Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot Common Dandelion, dock etc 

Xestia xanthographa Square-spot Rustic Common Grass, plantain 

Rivula sericealis Straw Dot Common Grass 

Acentria ephemerella Water Veneer Common Canadian waterweed 

Peribatodes rhomboidaria Willow Beauty Common Hawthorn, ivy, pine etc 

Camptogramma bilineata Yellow Shell Common Cleavers, docks etc 

Caloptilia alchimiella Yellow-triangle Slender Common 
Oak 

  

Clover Close Moths  indicating  Food  Plant 
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LENS GOES TO CHURCH  

Mon Aug 22,  Stoney Clouds & St Giles 
Church 

A circular walk (2 miles). The church will 

be open for viewing. 

Meet at St Giles Park car park 

Grid ref  SK 478 372   Postcode NG10 5EL 

Leader: Marion Bryce 

It felt good to be joined by so many friends for my favour-
ite walk around Stoney Clouds, an Erewash Borough Coun-
cil Local Nature Reserve. It was originally enclosed farm-
land with hedged boundaries and small areas of woodland 

associated with the sandstone ridge and rock outcrops. The 
first point of call was the village lock up for the imprison-
ment of stray animals 1660. We counted everyone at this 
point. Following the famous herring bone wall built of huge 
blocks of stone  we looked for white letter hairstreak but-
terflies on the wych elm branches which were waving over 
the wall of the vicarage garden. Silent solitude is the sig-

nature of Shady Lane, part of an ancient route across the 
Erewash Valley linking Dale Abbey with Lenton Priory. A 
fallen bough showed a beetle gallery, typical of the 
bark beetle that spreads Dutch elm disease which causes 
the premature death of local elm trees. 

 After walking alongside a relic of an old hedge, huge ash 
trees and hazel clad slopes,  and passing an old stone 
quarry, we stepped out into the sunshine. A large blue and  

green dragonfly stalked us as the wet grass and 
bracken crushed underfoot. Evocative earthy coconut 
smell. Cardboard hill is where we love to sledge in 

winter but throughout the year children slide on the 

slippery grass in cardboard boxes keeping the brack-
en at  bay.  The hill is quite steep and it is just a mat-
ter of taking the time to admire the flowers, so up we 
went. Stuart was wrong, there was no intention to 
cause harm, „What doesn‟t kill you, does you good‟.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mini-mining bee, with yellow jodhpurs was raiding 
pollen from the hundreds of yellow stars of tormentil. 
The bluebells of spring had been replaced with the 
more refined harebells of summer. We stroked the 
leaves of cat‟s ear. The wispy magenta  flowers of 
common bent grass gave way to brutish bracken at 

the top of the hill where one solitary and miserably 
wet cuckoo bee sat on the purple pompoms of devil‟s 
bit scabious. 

The sandstone scarp is covered with twisted old pen-
duculate oaks. Looking closely at the oak canopy we 
could see the circular paper cut outs of spangle galls, 
many spiky knopper galls and  the papery packages 
of artichoke galls,  each a tiny gall wasp nest.  

Strolling along the undulating grassy summit we saw 

mauve thistle knapweed flowers and the yellow smiley 
faces of common ragwort, we were looking for golden 
rod, a native perennial of well-drained nutrient-poor 

soils..    This flower looks so similar to ragwort that 
sometimes horse lovers remove it thinking it might be 
toxic, but  is this really necessary?  We were always 
told it could only be a problem in grass cut for hay. 

Right at the cliff edge, away from trampling feet, it 

was lovely to see the goldenrod flowers where they 
like it best, well away from the crowds at the cliff 
edge. Bird‟s foot trefoil, lady‟s bedstraw and betony 
were admired on another lesser walked grassy slope. 
A common carder bee sipped nectar.  These are flow-
ers of unimproved grassland, favoured by moths and 
butterflies, which have been lost from many sites in 

the lowlands of Derbyshire in recent years due to ag-

ricultural improvement and urbanisation. 
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Sitting on a bench thoughtfully provided at the top-

most viewpoint as we looked out over the tops of the 

oak and dusky birch, over the motorway, towards St 
Mary‟s Church at Ilkeston and 22 km beyond to Crich 
Tower. 

We then cut through an archway into the wood of na-
tive trees which was planted by The Groundwork 
Trust  about twenty years ago. It was very dark, a 
crowd of trees with wood avens surviving in the dusty 

soil below. Walking by a nettly bottomed hedge we 
reached the lane to St Giles Church, a prominent local 

landmark which few of us had ever been inside. 

Perched on oak pews we were treated to a history of 
the church by the church wardens. This is a very long 
history starting before Saxon times, witness the green 

man carved on the font. Who was on the throne in 
1345? Edward the third and his wife Phillipa are se-
rene in stone. Where were the clergymen to grace the  

 

stone sedilia? The sun beamed through stained 
glass windows, a memorial window from the second 
world war, an apostle window from Victorian times 
and a jumbled window of glass from Dale Abbey. 

Saints watching over us were St Giles who saved 
his pet deer from an arrow and St Chad, who we 
know well from Church Wilne. Grinning from the top 
of the Norman archway dividing the chancel from 
the chapel was the Sandiacre imp. 

Marion Bryce August 2016 
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You are now able to record your wild-

life sightings direct onto your comput-

er. i-Record, is a new website that 

aims to make it easier for wildlife 

sightings to be collated, checked by 

experts and made available to sup-

port research and decision-making at 

local and national levels. 

 Here are some of the key features;  

   1. Record all the wildlife you see 

   2. Securely store and keep track of 

your records 

    

  

  

i-Spot is a website aimed at helping 

anyone identify anything in nature. 

http://www.ispotnature.org/communiti

es/uk-and-ireland 

People upload their observations of 

wildlife, help each other identify it, and 

share and discuss what they've seen. 

Make use of the site by showing your 
own observations, or commenting on 

other people's and helping them to 
identify what they've found. To do this 
you'll need to register on the site - this 
is totally free, and does not commit 

you to anything. All you need to 

provide is a user name, an email 
address, and a password. 

Then the next thing to do is to 

get outside and make some ob-

servations. You need to note 
down what you've seen, where 
you've seen it, and when you saw 
it. If you can take a digital photo-
graph of it that is very helpful, 

and allows others to share what 
you've seen. 

 

 

Five non-native and invasive aquatic 

plants; Floating Pennywort, Parrot‟s 

Feather, Water Fern, Water Primrose, 

and New Zealand Pygmy weed were 

banned from sale in England as of 1 

April 2014, - something Plantlife had 

long campaigned for. But another 

„Dirty Dozen‟ have been named: 

American skunk cabbage, broad 

leaved bamboo,  Chilean Giant Rhu-

barb, Cotoneasters,  Himalayan Bal-

sam, Hottentot Fig,  Japanese knot-

weed, Pirri-pirri Bur, Rhododendron x 

 

Invasive species 

 3. Benefit from automatic data 

checks and review by experts4. 

Share your sightings with the  

recording community 

 5. Explore dynamic maps and 

graphs of your data 

   6. Explore data shared by other 

recorders in your area and/or for 

species groups you are interested in 

   7. Contribute to science and conser-

vation  

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/node/29 

i-Spot 

i-Record 

ponticum, Spanish Bluebell, Three 

Cornered Garlic and Variegated Yel-

low Angel –the 12 alien plants that 

are causing the most damage to the 

countryside and our native species.  

It is also an offence to plant or oth-

erwise cause to grow in the wild 

invasive non-native plants listed on 

Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act   

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/our_wo

rk/campaigns/inns/avoid/ 

http://www.ispotnature.org/communities/uk-and-ireland
http://www.ispotnature.org/communities/uk-and-ireland
http://www.ispotnature.org/user/register
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/node/29
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/our_work/campaigns/inns/avoid/
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/our_work/campaigns/inns/avoid/
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Concern is growing as sightings of this previously com-
mon butterfly are significantly down across the UK. If 
you spot one in your garden please submit your sight-
ings to Butterfly  

LENS Long Eaton Natural History 

Society 

Membership Renewal Form 

 
I would like to be a member of Long Eaton Natural History 
Society 

 

Name ________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________ 

 

             ________________________________ 

 

Postcode_________________________ 

 

Tel no___________________________ 

 

Email____________________________ 

I enclose a cheque/postal order for £10.00 

The annual subscription entitles members to attend 
meetings at £1.50 per session. 

I agree/do not agree that LENS can keep my name on a 
database. 

Please return completed form to the Hon Treasurer, Helen 

Knewstubb, 

Future Meetings 

MONDAYS 

12th September   'Wildlife of Shetlands Simmer Dim'  David Hollis 

10th October        'AGM/MEMBERS' NIGHT 

14th November     'Attenborough, (The Big Year)        Tim Sexton 

12th December     Quiz/Social 

 

2017 

9th January            'Wildlife in the Home'                 Nigel Slater 

13th February        'Sri Lanka, not just for the tea'    Brian Hobby 

13th March             'The Importance of Britain's Seabirds'     

                             David Parkin 

      

  

Indoor meetings start at 7.15pm  in the    

Social Activities Annex, Long Eaton Public      

Library, Broad Street , Long Eaton. Cost 

£1.50 for members, £3 for visitors.  

All welcome.  

Thanks to all contributors and Ady Orrell, 

Alan Heath, Fay Blackburn, Keith Jones, 

Stuart Gilder and Marion Bryce, for 

photographs used in this bulletin. Send 

articles and photographs to 

Lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com 

Alan Heath 0115.9733766 

Lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com                   

 

CONTACTS 

Have you seen a Small 
Tortoiseshell this summer? 

A goosander was seen on the River 
Erewash at Long Eaton in August. 
This picture was taken at Bakewell 

We’re on the Web: 

https://
lensweb.wordpress.com/ 

https://lensweb.wordpress.com/
https://lensweb.wordpress.com/

