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The Derbyshire Woodland Festival 
held on 23 and 24 September 2017 at 
Elvaston Castle Country Park is a  
celebration of traditional and contem-
porary woodland crafts. including fire 

lighting, survival skills, pole lathe 
turning, chair making, willow weav-
ing, Green Man songs and stories, 
and much more.  

LENS stall featured ‘HUG THE 

Mammal’ and was very popular, chil-
dren named a display of Native mam-
mals while parents puzzled over the 
skulls and owl pellets. Two days of 

good weather gave people the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the woodland, formal 

gardens, lake and parkland that 
surround Elvaston Castle.  

A member of the public brought 
the beautiful caterpillar of a syc-
amore moth to be identified. 
Harlequin ladybirds were 
swarming in preparation for the 

long winter sleep.  We were 
lucky with the weather and  
everyone had a great day out. 

Many thanks to the LENS team , 
Dominic and Hannah, John 
Langford and Roe Gardiner,  
David Pinney, Stuart Gilder, Ady 
Orrell, Marion Bryce and Derek 

Brumbill.  

supported the Lincs and Notts 
Branch with a display of Mammals 
and Owl Pellet dissection.. 

Alan W Heath was recognised as a 
Fellow and presented with his certifi-
cate, a fitting tribute for a man who 
has been a member of the BNA since 
the 1950s and one who has spent his 
life studying natural history, special-
ising in pond ecology and biology. 

The 2017 AGM of the BNA was held 
at Attenborough Nature Centre. 
This was an action packed day to 
which all LENS members were kind-
ly invited. Alan Heath gave a talk on 
the origins and establishment of 
Attenborough Nature Reserve and 
led a pond dipping activity. Dr 
Tamsin Marjerus and Kara Majerus 
talked on the Harlequin ladybird, its 
life cycle and relationship with our 
narive species. LENS Wildlife Group 

The Autumn Footprints Festival organised 
by Marion Farrell of Groundwork 'Takes 

place in Erewash and Amber Valley, an 
area known for it’s natural beauty and 
superb scenery. It is popular with both 

novice and experienced walkers wanting 
to enjoy the beautiful colours of autumn 
and the area's fabulous views, undulating 
countryside, industrial heritage and attrac-
tive towns and villages.' The festival of-
fered 43 free guided walks by local ex-
perts, in sixteen days, and informative 

talks with something for everyone of all 
abilities.   

A launch party and inaugural walk was 

held at Shipley Country Park.  LENS led a 
walk around Stoney Clouds which is a ha-
ven for wildlife.  Purple pompoms of  Dev-
il’s bit Scabious peppered cardboard hill. 

We saw greenfinch, Jay, and a flock of 
long tailed tits foraging on the autumn 
harvest of haws and berries.  

Autumn Footprints 

 British Naturalist’s Association 

Elvaston Woodland Festival 

Roger Tabor presents Alan Heath 

with BNA Fellowship 8 July 2017 

Photo credit Alan Heath 

Elvaston Woodland Festival  

Photo credit Derek Brumbill 

Autumn Footprints Launch at Shipley 16 September 2017 

Mayor of Erewash Diane Wilkins, LENS Marion Bryce, Ground-

work Marion Farrell, Mayor of Amber Valley 

Photo credit Derek Brumbill 
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LONG EATON WEATHER 2017 

ALAN W HEATH 
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Nacreous (Mother of Pearl) Clouds Feb 16 1996 

Photo credit  Alan Heath 
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Normally confined to the warmest months National Moth Night 2017 was held in autumn and focused on 

ivy. Some of you may know that we hold regular working parties at Forbes Hole, one of our Local Nature 

Reserves in Long Eaton. We battle against ‘scrub’ that is a combination of unwanted saplings, bramble and 

nettles which choke the growth of the woodland flowers such as speedwell, ground ivy, red campion, sweet 

violets and primroses. One of our great battles is against horizontal ivy. In the dark and dry conditions un-

derneath crowded trees, ivy has taken hold and the tangle of seeking tendrils with their dark green palmate 

leaves can cover the ground 25cm deep. Every tendril develops rhizomes which can make a new plant. 

Newts and toads love to shelter beneath it but you can have too 

much of a good thing. The ivy branches are quite satisfying to snap 

off but the prodigious growth means it is an everlasting battle. 

On the other hand, vertical ivy is a most attractive plant. While it is 

probably best to remove it from specimen trees which can be smoth-

ered in a green leather coat, on standing dead wood it provides shel-

ter for bats and birds, such as wrens, nest under the green armoury. 

Chartreuse pompoms of tiny flowers appear in autumn which provide 

nectar and pollen, an essential food source for insects and birds dur-

ing autumn and winter when food is scarce. Honey bees, drone flies, 

hoverflies and many other insects can be seen frenziedly feeding in 

the autumn sunshine. The last month of the butterfly transect season 

saw our recorders lurking in ivy clad areas counting an abundance of 

butterflies. Brimstone, Comma, Red admiral and Speckled Wood 

could be seen unfurling their long proboscis and feasting. In winter 

they may then hibernate beneath the green mantle of ivy. 

The caterpillar of the Holly Blue butterfly actually feeds on the flowers, together with moth larvae such as 

the Small Dusty Wave, Angleshades and Swallow-tailed Moth. The ivy bee Colletes hederae is completely 

dependent on ivy flowers, timing its entire life cycle around ivy flowering. In winter the fat black berries of 

ivy are a nutritious food resource for birds such as thrushes, blackcaps, woodpigeons and blackbirds. 

Unfortunately the ivy at Forbes Hole had almost finished flowering by 

13-15 October, the named date for National Moth Night and our 

torchlight survey was not very productive. The ivy in the previous 

few weeks had been entertaining the entomologists very well. Honey 

bees and drone flies of many types buzzed happily around the boun-

teous ivy blossom; a handsome hornet hoverfly and a wasp like 

conopid were regular visitors.    

As a warm night was forecast we set up our moth traps and waited 

to see what would fly in. The 125W mercury vapour lamp moth traps 

were run from 7pm to midnight. The moth trap which was placed in 

the tree lined ride attracted a greater variety of moths than the trap 

which was placed on the shore of the pond, probably because this is 

where the moths were nectaring on the topmost ivy flowers. The 

moth of greatest interest caught that night, was possibly the Autumn 

Green Carpet which is locally distributed throughout Britain.  It flies 

in September and October, and again, though less commonly, in 

March and April. The temperature stayed a balmy 18C, and although 

there were plenty of caddis flies we did not get bitten by mosquitoes 

as so often happens on warm summer evenings. We considered our-

selves fortunate to have an opportunity to record the autumn flying 

species of moth which are so often missed off the list. 

Marion Bryce 13 October 2017 

NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT AT FORBES HOLE LNR 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Bestwood Country Park is just four miles from the 

centre of Nottingham, on the edge of Bestwood Vil-

lage. The park and surrounding area was once part of 

Sherwood Forest. Bestwood Park was enclosed in me-

diaeval times and remained in Crown possession until 

the 17th century when King Charles II gifted it to his 

mistress, Nell Gwynn, and their illegitimate son, who 

became the 1st Duke of St. Albans.In the early 19th 

century there were 13 farms in Bestwood Park, with 

familiar names such as Rise Farm, Top Valley Farm, 

Forest Farm, and Sunrise Farm. 

Bestwood Lodge  was built and replaced the mediae-

val lodge in 1863 and Alexandra Lodge was built in 

the main entrance into the park. Bestwood Village 

was developed by the Bestwood Coal and Iron Com-

pany. Bestwood Colliery was soon to become the first mine in the world to produce 1 million tons of coal in a 12 

month period, but it was notorious for it’s difficult working conditions. 

Nottingham Corporation acquired the estate when it was sold by the family in 1939. Bestwood Lodge became 

headquarters for the northern army during the Second World War. Today it is still possible to find Practice trench-

es and other excavations. In 1967, mining ended at Bestwood: The iron foundry also closed. The two sites and 

their associated waste areas were re-landscaped by Nottinghamshire County Council. The former Winding Engine 

House of Bestwood Colliery with its vertical steam engine of 1873 has been restored and preserved to commemo-

rate Bestwood’s industrial heritage and stands at the entrance. In 1973, the lodge, gardens and nearby parkland 

were handed over to Gedling Borough Council, and now in 2017, they manage the entire 690 acre country park 

which is important both for recreation and nature conservation. 

Craig Levy, has been a Bestwood Park Ranger for many years, he is an expert on fungi and lichens, just the per-

son to lead LENS Wildlife Group around the park on National Fungus Day which happened to fall on a Sunny Sun-

day. We left the winding house car park and walked up to the horse paddocks where some cut oak sections were 

sporting colonies of an unusual eccentric fungus, gelatinous, skin peeling, Crepidotus mollis. In a meadow on bare 

patches of sand grew a trooping group of sandy striped webcaps, a Cortinarius which had not been seen on site 

before. Reddish orange smooth waxcaps, blackening Hygrocybe conica and snowy H virgineus grew with bizarre 

Halloween heroes, sticky black earth tongues Geoglossum viscosum and elfin saddle Helvella lacunosa.  This pre-

carious habitat was a mecca for shrubby lichens. Lichens are a signature of air quality, a symbiosis of a fungus, 

and an alga or a cyanobacteria the fungus defining the shape. Here were slightly green Cladonia and Cetraria with 

the bronzed stretched thallus of a dog lichen Peltigera lactucifolia showing off varnished fingernail fruits. 

Despite an avid search, we were astounded not to find ANY fungi in a young birch wood, a mystery! So our group 

trudged up the slope of the sand quarry, sinking in sand. Beneath the graceful birches we see circles of large pale 

pink brittlegills Russula exalbicans, and gleaming green grass  Russula aeruginescens with spongy pored Brown 

and Orange Birch bolete Leccinum scabrum and L versipelle.  Weeping white, milk caps under the acorns, soon to 

be invisible under the autumn leaves, circles of stout bearded and woolly milk caps, Lactarius vellereus 

and torminosus. and at last a fly agaric Amanita muscaria, shining red with snowflakes of a shattered veil. What 

pretty bonnets, Lilac Mycena pura and Rosy Mycena rosea. But ugh! The taste of an ugly milk cap Lactarius turpis. 

Anonymous web caps and deceivers Laccaria laccata test our skills. 

The steep slope increased up to a flat plateau with a crowning glory of purple heather on a lowland acid heath 

nurtured by the Park Rangers. Pause to enjoy the excellent views of Nottingham, Hucknall and Bestwood Village. 

Between the leggy heather heads, brightly orange, the scurfy deceiver Laccaria proxima, flat diamond marked 

lead grey puffballs Bovista plumbea and black sea urchin puffballs, Bovista nigrescens, with yellow moor 

club Clavaria argillacea, perfectly erect, coconut scented milkcap Lactarius glyciosmus and the rarely seen yellow-

ing brittlegill on the steeply sandy track leading to the base of  a sandstone exposure now overgrown. Returning 

by a well trodden footpath there are ordinary toadstools that we see everyday, common cavalier Melanoleuca me-

laleuca, shining inkcap Coprinellus micaceus, lawyer’s wig Coprinus comatus  and little Japanese umbrel-

la Coprinus plicatilis. Now we knew we’d had a privileged glimpse of a little known world of fungi in a specialist 

habitat. It is hoped that Bestwood Country Park, this rare and diverse site of lowland heath: mediaeval woodland 

and industrial heritage will continue to be managed expertly and sympathetically for future generations. 

8 October 2017  Fungi of Bestwood Country Park 

Meet car park, Bestwood Village NG6 8TQ 

Leader Fungal expert Craig Levy   

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Solitary persons are sideing up the hedges and thrusting the brushwood in the thin places and creeps which 

the swine made from one ground or field into another and stopping gaps made by gleaners and labourers – 

Hedgelayers by David Morley 

We’ve heard a lot about hedge funds although no-one seems to know what they are. However now we are 

all expert on hedges, thanks to Ecologist David Watson of Sustrans, the charity that’s making it easier for 

people to walk and cycle. 

Hedgelaying is carried out in autumn or winter, outside birds nesting season and while trees are not grow-

ing. The tools of the trade were all laid out: secateurs, saws, bill hooks , cutters and wooden mallets and 

we were shown how to use them safely. Bill hooks have been in common usage for over 3000 years! Fluo-

rescent yellow Sustrans tabards and protective gloves were issued, then we set to work trimming the side 

branches off a double row of hawthorns in a hedge by the side of the Nutbrook trail. This great 10 mile 

traffic free path runs between Long Eaton, Shipley Country Park and Heanor. Cyclists young and old 

whizzed by as we diligently shaved the hawthorn, leaving bare stems with a top knot of spindly twigs. Mid-

land hedgelaying means that only one side of the hedge is trimmed, the other side is left for forage. 

Then we were shown how to pleach the main stem, the billhook cutting through the base of the young 

hawthorn at 45 degrees until the satisfying crunch of split fibres as the young hawthorn keeled over down 

towards the centre of the hedge. The saw was then used to carefully trim the heel, to discourage fungal 

infection and injury. There followed a tougher battle as the laying of an older hawthorn was demonstrated, 

Eventually, David won. 

Meanwhile Sim was trying to light the Kelly Kettle. 

We set to work pleaching the hawthorn, it was tough work and then the branches were tangled, the thorns 

were vicious and blood was drawn, making the first aid kit a very useful accessory. We stood back to ad-

mire the formerly upright, re-angled pleachers. 

After the lunch break we 

went to collect some stakes 

and heathering. The stakes 

were good stout sticks 

about chest height which 

were then sharpened like a 

pencil, using the billhook. 

We used sawn off willow 

being careful to sharpen 

the top of the willow as, 

when placed in the ground 

upside down, the willow 

won’t grow. The ideal 

heathering would be long 

hazel whips, at least 2 me-

ters, but we had to make 

do with notchy wobbly old 

willow which was also a bit 

cracky. 

Meanwhile Sim was trying 

to light the Kelly Kettle. 

David told us about the  

elephants. Straight-tusked 

elephants probably lived in 

small herds of about five to 

15 individuals. They      

preferred warm conditions 

and flourished during the 

warmer periods. It is     

assumed that they  

Try out Hedgelaying on the Nutbrook Trail. 24 November 

2017 Sustrans Greener Greenways. 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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preferred wooded environments. The straight-tusked elephant became extinct in Britain about 115,000 

years ago. Elephants feed on the leaves from the top of trees by leaning against the trees and knocking 

them over.  Good hedging plants like hawthorn and hazel may have developed their quick growth habit as 

a survival response to foraging elephants! 

Heathering is used to bind a series of stakes together which all help to keep the pleachers in place and 

make the hedge stockproof. Heathering the hedge was like a Rubrik’s cube, some people can do it, some 

cannot. The stakes are carefully aligned a forearm’s length apart and knocked firmly into the ground, 

through the middle of the hedge. Seen as three stakes, the middle stake is the leader, the second is 

threaded behind first , then the heathering goes behind the leader and in front of the third stake  but 

somehow the heathering leads are always in front. 

We didn’t get it all done but it was a lovely day, everyone had enjoyed themselves and Swan Lake couldn’t 

have looked more beautiful in the glittering sunlight. 

The Kelly Kettle® will boil water in 3 to 5 minutes, in all weather conditions, using virtually any fuel you 

can find…..The Kelly Kettle is a double-walled chimney with the water contained within the wall.  Once the 

camp kettle is filled with water, start a very small fire in the base, set the kettle on the base and drop addi-

tional fuel such as twigs, leaves, grass down the chimney. Within a matter of minutes, the water will come 

to a rolling boil.  It really is that simple! 

Ponds, streams and other small waterbodies are exceptionally important for freshwater biodiversity, but many spe-

cies are under threat, and the habitats themselves are poorly monitored and protected. People, Ponds and Wa-

ter aims to change this and enable people to help protect freshwaters for the long term.  

https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/people-ponds-water/ 

One aim is to monitor water pollution – the main threat to Britain’s freshwater wildlife. The                               

Clean Water for Wildlife  Survey provides quick-use kits, so that people can compare for themselves the levels of 

pollution in all kinds of freshwater: ponds, streams, rivers, lakes, ditches and canals focusing on two of the most 

widespread and damaging nutrient pollutants: nitrate and phosphate. These feed nutrient-hungry algae and invasive 

aliens species instead of the native plants usually found. When the algae die and are deposited as sediment, decom-

posing plants use up oxygen, sensitive aquatic insects and fish disappear. 

 

 

Results of the 2017 survey 

 Location Bennerley Settling Ponds 

Nottingham 

Canal at   

Bennerley 

Sandiacre 

Marsh 

Erewash 

Canal   

Sandiacre 

River     

Erewash   

at Toton 

Forbes Hole 

 Water body Pond Pond 
Pon

d 

Pond          

(old canal) 
Pond Canal River Pond 

  1 2 3           

 Grid reference 
 SK 47347 

43917 

 SK 47320 

43897 

SK 

472

88 

438

78 

SK47583 

43430 

 SK48280 

37489 

 SK48256 

37502 

 SK50211 

34194 

 SK49597 

32525 

Date 03/10 
03/10/201

7 

03/

10/

201

7 

04/10 04/10 04/10 06/10 06/10 

pH 7.4 7.6 7.5 8.1 7.7 8.1 8.3 7.9 

Conductivity us 640 590 630 580 750 1070 1020 800 

TDS         370 530 500 390 

NO3 <0.2 <0.2 
<0.

2 
<0.2 0.2-0.5 1-2 5-10 <0.2 

PO4 <0.02 <0.02 
<0.

02 
<0.02 0.5-1 0.1-0.2 0.2-0.5 <0.02 

 
PEOPLE PONDS AND WATER 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/people-ponds-water/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/clean-water/


                                                                                        10                                            www.lensweb.wordpress.com 

 

  18 April, pH 7.6 20 June, pH 8.2 24 August, pH 
7.6 

Pop index 

Ascellus   VR VR 0.6 

Bosmina A VR   2.3 

Caddis larva   VR VR 0.6 

Camptocerus VR R   1.0 

Ceratium     VR 0.3 

Ceriodaphnia   C   1.3 

Chydorus R R   1.3 

Cloeon nymph R     1.6 

Closterium attenuatum   VR VR 0.6 

Closterium concavum     VR 0.3 

Coenagrion nymph VR     0.6 

Corixa     VR 0.3 

Cyclops R O C 3.0 

Cymbella ehrenbergii R R   1.3 

Cymbella gastroides VR O   1.3 

Diaptomus O   O 2.0 

Dugesia lugubris     VR 0.3 

Euglena VR     0.3 

Eurycercus VR     1.0 

Hydracarina VR     0.3 

Myriophyllum   R DR 3.3 

Nematode     VR 0.3 

Nitzschia sigmoidea R VR   1.0 

Peridinium     C 1.3 

Phacus   C C 2.6 

Pinnularia   R VR 1.0 

Scapheloberus VR     0.3 

Spirogyra DR     2.6 

Synedra   R   0.6 

Tadpoles DR     2.6 

Water mite   R R 1.3 

Number of species 17 22 21 Total species 
found in the 
year - 37 

Pond Life Forbes Hole LNR, Long Eaton 2017 

by Alan W Heath 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Bennerley Viaduct is a disused railway viaduct spanning the Erewash Valley between Awsworth in Notting-

hamshire and Ilkeston in Derbyshire. It is set to be restored and incorporated into a newly formed cycle-

path by Sustrans. The area underneath the viaduct has three settling ponds which were used to neutralise 

water run-off from the industrial site entering the River Erewash. The extensive brownfield site nearby is 

currently a haven for wildlife. 

Today we came looking for bryophytes –  mosses and liverworts, Winter is their time of glory. 

Liverworts have a thin, leathery body that grows flat on moist soil or, in some cases, the surface of still 

water, the leaves have no central vein. Liverworts have oil bodies which may give them a distinctive smell, 

and they have long cells called elaters which absorb water to aid spore release . 

Mosses have an erect shoot bearing tiny leaf-like structures with a central vein which are arranged in spi-

rals. They have no oil bodies or elaters. 

They have a similar life cycles - click here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFfEsFMsQWQ 

 

In addition bryophytes may spread by fragmentation, or formation of gemmae or bulbils. Dispersal tends 

to be over a short distance, so they are vulnerable and need connectivity. 

Bryophytes have no lignin or conducting tissue so are very small, but they are very important to help eco-

systems perform effectively by filtering and retaining water, stabilizing the ground and removing CO2‚ 

from the atmosphere. Unlike flowering plants, they have no cuticle or waterproof layer so water and min-

erals are directly absorbed.  This makes them good indicators of pollution but tends to restrict them to 

damp environments where they may form an association with mycorrhizal fungi. Eutrophication, increased 

nitrogen from the air and from water run-off marmelises bryophytes, brambles grow and shade them out 

but if pollution decreases bryophytes increase as recently the air has become less acid, bryophytes can 

now be found growing on tree bark as epiphytes. 

Nottinghamshire has a new bryophyte recorder Margaret Crittenden who is keen to find the good sites for 

bryophytes fill in the blank piece of the jigsaw which is Nottinghamshire on the National Atlas, so we went 

to look at the Bennerley site. 

BENNERLEY BRYOPHYTES 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFfEsFMsQWQ
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Bright green pointed arrow tipped shoots 

of Calliergonella cuspidata  were ubiquitous by 

the settling ponds. A sign of a good meadow, 

the yellow green shoots of Pseudoscleropodium 

purum have a stout, fat appearance, at the tip 

of the stem and new branches, the crowded 

points of the leaves protrude like a miniature 

crown. ‘Our old friend’ Rhytidiadelphus squar-

rosus is distinctive in the way the limey leaves 

bend back at a right angle to the red stem giv-

ing shoots a star-like appearance. There was 

also plenty of two very common moss-

es, Brachythecium rutabulum and a great deal 

of ‘I’m afraid it is Kindbergia prae-

longum again’. 

The exciting cement outlet from the settling 

ponds to the River Erewash had a good display 

of fruiting acrocarps some with gemmae, tiny 

green balls on the leaves and some with bulbils 

fatly nestling in the leaf base. Acrocarps are 

tiny and difficult to identify but Margaret rose 

to the challenge. These seem better able than 

pleurocarps  to cope with  drier conditions as 

could the tiny Christmas trees of Polytrichum 

juniperinum,  a very pretty moss. 

In the shaded environment underneath the gi-

ant shoes of the viaduct, little lettuce leaves 

of Pellia endivifolia edged the marshy pools. Plagiomnium undulatum, with wavy leaves, it’s (tall for a moss) 

stems up to 15 cm long and branched, was like a tiny tree in grassland. Steep banks of coal measures clay 

supported combed furry carpets of Amblystegium serpens and shiney sheets of tiny fern-like Fissidens, so 

grateful these have been cleared of bramble by the Bennerley Friends.   Bryum capillare bulging green 

nerves to a hair point on blue brick stamped in Derby. 

Dicranum scopare formed green cushions in a patchwork of Bryums. An alien invader, a pioneer of bare 

peat, formed dark green almost black carpets on the industrial apron. Multitudinous sporing capsules 

of  Campylopus introflexus curve and twist on a swan’s neck seta or stalk. Black carpets seem frosted due to 

the white leaf point.   

Barbula, Didymodon, 

Plagiomnium, Schistidi-

um, Tortula, Syn-

trichia the poetry of 

mosses, why do  the Lat-

in names persist? It 

seems bryophytes are 

species who have been 

given the most awkward 

of long winded common 

names and the Latin 

names have a common-

ality so that we all know 

what we are talking 

about. There is no doubt 

that post-industrial or 

brownfield sites are productive for bryophytes.  Nature reserves and nature corridors are important refugia 

for bryophytes. The UK hosts two-thirds of European bryophyte species and they are rare globally, so we 

have a burden of responsibility to look after them. 

Marion Bryce 5 December 2017 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Bird J F M A My Jn Jy A S O N D 

Blackbird 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 2 3 4 4 

Blk-headed gull 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bluetit 3 2 3 1 6 4 3 2 2 3 3 2 

Bullfinch                         

Buzzard   0   0 0               

Chaffinch 2 3 3 2 3 1 1     1 3 3 

Coal tit                   2 2 1 

Collared dove       1 1 2 1       1 2 

Cormorant                     0   

Carrion crow 2 1 1 0 1 2 2 2 1 1 2 0 

Dunnock 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 1 1 1 2 1 

Feral pigeon         2 2 1           

Goldfinch 19 8 11 5 5 6 10 9 10 25 20 17 

Great tit 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 1 2 2 2 

Greenfinch 2 1 4 3 2 2 4 3 1     3 

Gt spotted wdpkr 1 1     1 1             

Grey heron 1   0     0 0           

House martin         0 0 0 0 0       

House sparrow 7 8 6 7 8 10 9 13 9 14 14 13 

Kestrel                   0     

Long tailed tit 3 2 2 2 1 5 4   12 5 9 6 

Magpie 2 2 2 3 1 1 4 8 2 2 2 2 

Mallard     2 1 0         2     

Redwing                       3 

Robin 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 3 

Song thrush 1 2 1 3 3 2 1           

Sparrowhawk         1 1           1 

Stock dove 4 4 2 3 4 3 2 2   1 2 4 

Starling 12 10 3 5 7 7 6       1 38 

Wood pigeon 7 13 5 4 5 7 4 4 4 12 10 7 

Wren 1 1 1 1       1     1 1 

                          

 

GARDEN BIRDS 2017 

60 Wensleydale Road, Long Eaton by Joan Breakwell 
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GARDEN BIRDS 2017 

6 Harlaxton Drive, Long Eaton by Alan W Heath 

GARDEN BUTTERFLIES 2017 

6 Harlaxton Drive, Long Eaton by Alan W Heath 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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GARDEN DRAGONFLIES AND BUTTERFLIES 2017          

60 Wensleydale Road, Long Eaton by Joan Breakwell 

Butterfly J F M A M Jn Jl A S O N D 

Brimstone     1 1 1 1             

Comma     1 1   1 2 1 3 2     

Gate-keeper             9 6         

Green-veined white       1   1 4 3         

Holly blue       3 2 2 5 6         

Large white         1 1 2 4 3 1     

Meadow brown             1           

Orange tip       2 2               

Peacock     1 1     1 1         

Red admiral           1 1 1 4 6 4   

Ringlet           1 1           

Small tortoiseshell     1     1 1 1         

Small white       1 1 3 4 3 4 1     

Speckled wood       2 3 2 5 4 4       

                          

Dragonfly J F M A M Ju Jl A S O N D 

Cmmn blue dmslfly         2 2 2           

Lge red damselfly         1               

Common darter               1 1       

Banded demoiselle         1 1             

Southern hawker             1 2 2       

Brown hawker             1 1         

Migrant hawker               2 4 1     

Large Red Damselfly 

Photo credit  Joan Breakwell 

Common Blue Damselfly 

Photo credit  Joan Breakwell 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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LENS BIRD MONTHLY FIELD RECORDING FORM     

6 Sussex Way Sandiacre Notting-

ham Ng10 5NU 

  

  

YEAR 2017 STUART GILDER 

MONTH J F M A M J J A S O N D 

TO-
TAL 

Blackbird 5 4 4 5 4 3 5 4 4 4 4 4 50 

Black headed gull                         0 

Bluetit 4 5 4 4 3 4 4 2 1 2 2 2 37 

Bullfinch           1 1           2 

Buzzard 1                       1 

Carrion crow 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 15 

Chaffinch   2   1 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 3 16 

Chiff chaff                         0 

Collared Dove     1 1 1 1 1           5 

Coot                         0 

Dunnock 2 1 3 1 2 2 3 2 2 1 2 2 23 

Feral pigeon                         0 

Fieldfare                         0 

Goldcrest                         0 

Goldfinch 4 2 4 4 4 4 2 4 0     0 28 

Great tit 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 3 0 23 

Greater spotted woodpecker   1 1                   2 

Green woodpecker                         0 

Greenfinch   0 0 2 2 2 2 2 0 1   0 11 

Grey wagtail                         0 

Heron       1                 1 

House sparrow 15 15 10 10 4 

1
1 12 8 11 8 15 10 129 

Jackdaw 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 2 2 28 

Kestrel                         0 

Long tailed tit   2 3                   5 

Magpie 3 2 2 2 2 4 4 3 2 3 3 2 32 

Mallard     2 2                 4 

Mistlethrush 1                       1 

Nuthatch                         0 

Redwing                         0 

Robin 3 4 1 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 3 3 30 

Siskin   3 3 2                 8 

Song thrush 1     1 1 1 1   1     1 7 

Starling 7 8 6 7 7 

1
5 17 21 4 2 6 4 104 

Stock Dove                         0 

Wood pigeon 5 10 10 10 8 

1
0 10 6 6 4 5 14 98 

Wren 1   0 1 1 2 2   0   0 1 8 

TOTAL 59 66 62 65 52 

7
5 82 69 50 45 59 62 668 

              

Highest no each month              

0=bird flying over              

GARDEN BIRDS 2017          

6 Sussex Way Sandiacre  Ng10 5NU Stuart Gilder  

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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LENS BIRD MONTHLY FIELD RECORDING FORM TOTON WASHLANDS 

YEAR 2017 Stuart Gilder, Catherine Harrison and Marion Bryce 

MONTH J F M A M J J A S O N D TOTAL 

Blackbird 5 5 8   3   6   1   5   33 

Black headed gull 7 6 4   3     2     3 5 30 

Blackcap       1 1               2 

Bluetit 5 4 4 2 3   5   5   2 2 32 

Bullfinch 9 5 1       2   2       19 

Carrion crow 2 2 1 1     1   1   2   10 

Chaffinch   2     3   1   1   2   9 

Chiff chaff       2 3   2           7 

Collared Dove 1 1                     2 

Coot       2   3     1       6 

Dunnock 3 3     1         1   1 9 

Fieldfare 4 5                     9 

Goldfinch 15 10 5   2       11       43 

Great tit 11 3 5 3 4 4 3   1     2 36 

Greater spotted woodpecker   1                     1 

Green woodpecker     1 1                 2 

Greenfinch 9 1 3   2   2           17 

Grey wagtail   1 1   2               4 

Heron       1     1         1 3 

House sparrow 16 5 4 2 5   6   2   2 5 47 

Kestrel     1                  1 1 

Kingfisher   1     2 1         2   6 

Little egret                     1   1 

Long tailed tit 8 5 2 5 6   2 1   3   4 36 

Magpie 8 6 5   4   3   2   3 4 35 

Mallard 2 3 27 5 10   3 2 8 2     62 

Mistlethrush 1                       1 

Moorhen 2 2 3 2 2   5   1   2   19 

Raven 0                       0 

Redwing 4 2 0                   6 

Robin 10 6 4 2   1 3   1   2 1 30 

Song thrush   1     1               2 

Swan (mute)       4 2   3   2       11 

Water Rail                       1 1 

Woodcock                     2   2 

Wood pigeon 49 43 15 5   6 3   4   7   132 

Wren 1 2   2     1       2   8 

TOTAL 172 125 94 40 59 15 52 5 43 6 37 25 673 

MONTH J F M A M J J A S O N D   

Highest no each month is recorded  0=bird flying overhead 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

BIRDS ON RESERVES 2017          

TOTON WASHLANDS 

Songthrush 

Photo credit  Marion Bryce 

Redwing 

Photo credit  Marion Bryce 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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LENS BIRD MONTHLY FIELD RECORDING FORM FORBES HOLE LNR       

YEAR 2017 Stuart Gilder and Marion Bryce 

MONTH J F M A M J J A S O N D   

Blackbird 4 3 1 2 1   3   1   3 4 22 

Blackcap       2 4               6 

Black headed gull   2                 1 1 4 

Bluetit 2 3 5 2 1         2 2 3 20 

Bullfinch   2   1               2 5 

Buzzard                   1 1 1 3 

Carrion crow   3 2 1     1   2   2 5 16 

Chaffinch 1   1 2 1   1     2 2 4 14 

Chiff chaff     1 1                 2 

Coot 2 4   5   2   2   1 2 2 20 

Cormorant                       0 0 

Cuckoo         1               1 

Dunnock 1   1 2 2         1 3 3 13 

Fieldfare 1                   2 3 6 

Goldcrest                     2 6 8 

Goldfinch       5               7 12 

Great tit 1 7 3 2 1         2 3 5 24 

Greater spotted woodpecker     1   1     1   1   1 5 

Green woodpecker       1       1   1   1 4 

Greenfinch                     1 1 2 

greylag goose       1                 1 

Heron           1 1 1   1 1   5 

House sparrow                       2 2 

Jackdaw                 25     15 40 

Kingfisher         1       1   1 1 4 

Little egret                       0 0 

Long tailed tit 3 4 2 2           3 2 11 27 

Magpie   2 2 2           1 2 2 11 

Mallard 1 4 2 2             2 5 16 

Mistlethrush                         0 

Moorhen   2             2 2 1 1 8 

Owl Tawny                       1 1 

Redwing                       3 3 

Reed warbler     1 5                 6 

Robin 2 2       1     1   2 2 10 

Song thrush     1                   1 

Sparrowhawk   1         3         1 5 

Swan (mute) 2 2   1                 5 

Treecreeper                     1 1 2 

Wood pigeon 3 11 4 4 2   3 1   2 4 3 37 

Wren 2 1 2     1         1 5 12 

MONTH J F M A M J J A S O N D  

TOTAL             38
3 

Highest no each month 0=bird flying 
over 

         

BIRDS ON RESERVES 2017          

FORBES HOLE LNR 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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BATS IN MY GARDEN 

6 Harlaxton Drive, Long Eaton by Alan W Heath 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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MANOR FARM LNR BUTTERFLIES 2016 and 2017  

by Alan W Heath 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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BUTTERFLY TRANSECTS 2017 

Butterfly transects were carried out at 4 Long Eaton sites for 26 weeks adhering to Butterfly Conservation guide-

lines.  The highest number of butterflies were counted in weeks 15-20 (July 8 to August 12), flowering ivy ex-

tended the butterfly season well beyond Week 26. It was a poor year for peacock butterfies, small white, com-

mon blue, 6-spot burnet moth and small skipper. There were no records of brown argus or small heath.  

Butterfly counts were up to average for Forbes Hole LNR SK495324, which has been the object of bramble and 

scrub clearance and meadow maintenance by LENS with the Friends of Forbes Hole this year. Forbes was the 

best site for green veined white, orange tip, speckled wood, brimstone, holly blue, comma and meadow brown. A 

survey of flowers was carried out, garlic mustard, couch grass, alder buckthorn, holly, ivy and nettles were plen-

tiful, but there is very little bird’s foot trefoil (food plant for common blue and dingy skipper) at the site. It has 

been proposed that a butterfly bank might be installed to rectify this situation. Dayflying moths were cinnabar, 

six-spot burnet, burnet companion, latticed heath, small yellow underwing, shaded broadbar, mother of pearl, 

silver Y, common carpet, nettle tap, yellow shell, green longhorn, small magpie, bramble shoot, mint moth, white 

china-mark and common plume.  

The nature reserve at Toton Washlands SK496343, is currently overgrown with bramble but the Environment 

Agency continued to mow a path so the butterfly transects could continue. This site was best for small skipper, 

ringlet and gatekeeper, which require grass as the food plant and also small tortoiseshell (nettle) and small white 

(brassicas). Dayflying moths were 6-spot burnet, latticed heath, cinnabar, nettle tap,and straw dot. Ten spikes of 

southern marsh orchid were counted this year. A mink destroyed the nests of kingfisher and grey wagtail and the 

water voles were not seen this year.  

Mayfield Grove Buffer Stop (South end of Toton Sidings) was very overgrown this year and butterfly counts were 

down.  It was noted that Network Rail are now using crushed granite instead of limestone chippings as trackbed. 

This site still had the highest number of Essex skipper and common blue and there is a relict population of dingy 

skipper and the occasional marbled white was recorded. Green hairstreak was photographed for the first time 

this year and purple hairstreak was recorded nearby. Dayflying moths were 6-spot burnet, latticed heath, shaded 

broad-bar, cinnabar, sulphur pearl, pale straw pearl, burnet companion, silver-Y, common white wave, nettle tap, 

green longhorn. It was decided not to continue the transect next year due to the difficulty of access, and the 

spread of bracken and gorse, but it remains an interesting site to visit. The Manor Farm part of the transect may 

be incorporated into a new transect.  

Erewash Field, a custom designed nature reserve, is another site which is suffering from lack of management, 

the number of butterflies was very disappointing but it did have the highest number of peacock butterflies. Day-

flying moths were 5-spot burnet, shaded broad-bar, cinnabar, pale straw pearl, burnet companion, silver-Y, 

chimney sweeper, common white wave, mother of pearl, clouded border, nettle tap, yellow shell, green longhorn. 

Interesting flowers on site are goat’s rue, ploughman’s spikenard, southern marsh orchid and common spotted 

orchid.  

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

TOTON WASHLANDS 835 769 815 553 667 

MAYFIELD  1140 1146 1002 607 422 

FORBES not done 769 598 617 657 

EREWASH FIELD not done not done not done 908 533 

Many thanks to our butterfly  

recorders Richard Hyde and   

Karen Hodgson, Adrian Orrell, 

Stuart Gilder, Helen Knewstubb, 

Joan Breakwell, Richard Rogers, 

Catherine Harrison (retiring this 

year), Brenda and Mike Meakin, 

Susan Barker, Fay and John 

Blackburn, Alan Heath, Bryan 

and Jenny Sewell, Marion Bryce, 

Derek Brumbill, Norman Blake, 

Jake Bull, Ivan and Christine 

Carrier, Gill Martin and Mike  

Barrett. 

 

The following charts are based 

on the highest single count in 

any one week.   

Marion Bryce 
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BUTTERFLY COUNTS  
LONG 
EATON SITES 2017   

Type EREWASH FIELD FORBES MAYFIELD 
TOTON       

WASHLANDS 

SMALL SKIPPER 2 21 3 21 

ESSEX SKIPPER 0 0 13 2 

LARGE SKIPPER 28 1 29 0 

DINGY SKIPPER 0 0 2 0 

BRIMSTONE 0 26 1 5 

LARGE WHITE 42 19 40 16 

SMALL WHITE 15 22 9 61 

GREEN VEINED WHITE 22 53 17 40 

ORANGE TIP 39 46 9 10 

SMALL COPPER 4 0 0 1 

BROWN ARGUS 0 0 0 0 

COMMON BLUE 12 5 14 5 

HOLLY BLUE 7 19 2 6 

RED ADMIRAL 10 33 8 15 

PAINTED LADY 1 5 0 0 

SMALL TORTOISESHELL 27 24 10 49 

PEACOCK 20 18 10 6 

COMMA 10 31 12 16 

DARK GREEN FRITILLARY 0 0 0 2 

SPECKLED WOOD 72 137 37 98 

MARBLED WHITE 0 0 1 0 

GATEKEEPER 73 17 56 88 

MEADOW BROWN 36 101 47 7 

RINGLET 113 79 102 219 

SMALL  HEATH 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 533 657 422 667 

BUTTERFLY COUNTS LONG EATON SITES 2017 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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Coots and moorhens have been seen more or less all year round and produced young last year.  A pair of 

moorhens come into our garden to feed along with approximately fifteen mallards. 

 

This winter Goosanders made an appearance on the pond with one male on 5th December. We have had 

sightings most days with a maximum of five males and two females. 

 

There was a wonderful phenomenon on Saturday morning, 13th January.  I was looking out of the bed-

room window which overlooks the pond, checking on the goosanders when I noticed that there were more 

black-headed gulls than usual.  Suddenly they were joined by several more flocks making approximately 

1,000 in number and they then began a murmuration over the pond.  It was a fantastic sight and after a 

few minutes I called John to view the spectacle.  As quickly as they had come, so they disappeared leaving 

just the usual few on the pond. A common gull was seen amongst the black-headed on 9th December. 

 

Last year, reed buntings continued to visit our feeders until the end of April.  They arrived again this winter 

on the 22nd November and visit the feeders every day ranging in numbers from six males and five fe-

males.  It will be interesting to see how long they stay this year. We have had a song thrush visit the gar-

den several times over the past year.  It is always pleasing to see them these days as a sighting seems to 

be a rarity.  Over the year we have also had visits from male and female great spotted woodpecker,coal tit 

and sparrow hawk. The most recent visit from the sparrow hawk was this morning, when a female landed 

in  a tree in the garden which made all the small birds dive for cover.  It didn't catch anything unlike a pre-

vious visit when it caught a sparrow and plucked and ate it under one of our shrubs. 

 

A lone redwing visited the garden on 17/18th December but 

sadly no fieldfares this year. 

 

We have visits every day from, robins, blackbirds, blue tits, 

great tits, greenfinches, chaffinches and goldfinches but alas 

bullfinches seem to have deserted us.  Long tailed-tits flit 

through the fruit trees quite often and if finding nothing, they 

then raid the fat balls!   

 

We did have another strange happening in May last year when 

on one occasion there were ten magpies in one tree!.  Fox and 

hedgehogs leave their calling cards around the garden, so we 

know they are about. 

BARKER'S POND/OUR GARDEN                      

26.2.17 to 15.1.18    Fay and John Blackburn 

Barker’s Pond 

Photo credit  Fay Blackburn 

As you can see from the dates 

nearly a year has passed since 

we last completed a report. 

 

As regards variety of species, 

Barker's Pond has had little of 

interest over the 

year.  Swans have made fre-

quent visits, a pair with a juve-

nile in tow several times, but 

none of the visitors stayed to 

build a nest and raise young as 

in the past.  Although more 

reeds are beginning to grow 

after the fishermen pulled eve-

rything out, so perhaps this 

year?  A pair have been on the 

pond for two weeks now and 

were very possessive when an-

other pair landed, vigorously 

sending them off. 

Sparrowhawk 

Photo credit  Fay Blackburn 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
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The Friends of 
Forbes Hole meet at 
10am on Mondays 
at the nature re-
serve. Everyone is 
welcome to carry 
out practical conser-

vation tasks. Wear 
old clothes and 
stout boots and 

bring gloves.  
Contact  

Stuart Gilder 

07904169987  

We will be invited to participate in 2 

or 3 local information days through-

out the year. (The first one will take 

place at the Granville Centre in the 

Spring) 

There will be opportunities for 

members to attend awareness rais-

ing courses at the Granville Centre.  

Jake and Roe will be expected to 

network with other ‘champions’ and 

feedback information on how suc-

cessful this initiative has been over 

the next 12 months. At the January 

meeting members were invited to 

contribute to this work by complet-

ing the first of 3 anonymous ques-

tionnaires. The response was excel-

lent. LENS promotes physical and 

mental health by developing our 

mindfulness  

Aims to promote mental health and well 

being in the community. Jake and Roe 

represented the Society on a two day 

training course and they are now our 

Mental Health Champions. The statistics 

suggest that 1 in 4 people will experi-

ence mental health problems in their 

lifetime. These can range from periods 

of mild anxiety and depression through 

to severe and debilitating lifelong condi-

tions 

Outcomes of the course. 

LENS is allowed to use the logo.(mhfa). 

A grant of up to £250 is available. Our 

entry in the                      

 Community Directory Derbyshire 

(which lists over 4000 community 

groups) has been updated. 

 

The maps illustrate the dramatic 

changes affecting several species, 

and show remaining gaps in      

recording – please help to fill them! 

Facebook group “UK Orthoptera - 

Grasshoppers, Crickets & Allied 

Insects  

https://www.facebook.com/groups

/1638188166466726. 

 

Grasshoppers  

 

Friends of Forbes Hole 

Mental Health First Aid  England (mhfa) 

The Grasshoppers and Related  

Insects Recording Scheme of    
Britain and Ireland is working 
towards a new atlas, all records 

very welcome. Please log them 
www.orthoptera.org.uk/node/10
35. 

Information on all species and 

current distribution maps is at 

 www.orthoptera.org.uk/species Roesel’s Bush Cricket Orchid Wood 9 June 2010 

Photo credit  Marion Bryce 

Elms with a high natural resistance to 
Dutch Elm Disease - have been planted 
at Forbes Hole LNR. The elms were pro-
vided by Butterfly Conservation.  

 
Cultivar 'Ademuz' is an elm native to 
Valencia in Spain, a field elm Ulmus 
minor similar genetically and structural-
ly to English elm, and like that tree it 
will sucker (unlike Wych elm).  

 

Planting in the Long Eaton area is con-
sistent with the wider plan in the Ere-
wash Valley as regards provision for the 
white-letter hairstreak butterfly. 

(awareness and appreciation) of the 

world around us. 

Outdoor activities enable us to benefit 

from fresh air and physical exercise. 

Indoor activities and guided walks stimu-

late our minds and give us the  oppor-

tunity to share the knowledge and skills 

of a range of experts and  enthusiasts. 

The Long Eaton Natural History Society 

has maintained a loyal, energetic and 

innovative membership over the past 40 

years. We offer a friendly welcome to 

newcomers who share our enthusiasm for 

environmental issues. 

                                     Roe Gardiner 

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
http://www.communitydirectoryderbyshire.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1638188166466726
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1638188166466726
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/node/1035
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/node/1035
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/species
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LENS Long Eaton Natural History 

Society 

Membership Renewal Form 

I would like to be a member of Long Eaton Natural History 
Society 

 

Name ________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________ 

 

             ________________________________ 

 

Postcode_________________________ 

 

Tel no___________________________ 

 

Email____________________________ 

I enclose a cheque/postal order for £10.00 

The annual subscription entitles members to attend 
meetings at £1.50 per session. 

I agree/do not agree that LENS can keep my name on a 
database. 

Please return completed form to the  

Hon Treasurer LENS Wildlife Group 

Roe Gardiner, 

136 Breedon Street, Long Eaton NG10 4FE 

Future events 2018   

Saturday April 28  A short walk to Muggington at Daffodil Time 

 

Meet 10am at layby by dairy on Bullhurst Lane Weston Underwood DE6 
4PA. Approx 3 miles. Leader Marion Bryce. 

 

Indoor meetings start September 10th at 7.00pm. Cost £1.50 for mem-

bers, £2.50 for visitors. All welcome at the Conference Room, Long Eaton 

School, Thoresby Rd, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 3NP 

 

See www.lensweb.wordpress.com  

for further details of activities. 

What effect has recent weather had on 

wildlife? Does climate change affect 

timings in  nature?  Daffodils in De-

cember, snowdrops in January, when 

will the first cuckoo arrive? Join      

Nature’s Calendar and help scientists 

discover answers to these questions. 

https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.

org.uk 

Thanks to all contributors 

and Marion Bryce, Joan 

Breakwell, Alan Heath, 

Derek Brumbill and Fay 

Blackburn for photographs 

CONTACT 
LENS Chairman   

       Stuart  Gilder  0790 4169987  

 

ALL ABOUT 
LENS

LENS WILDLIFE GROUP 40 YEARS HISTORY AND SUMMARY
£15 Available at Jas Heaps, Long Eaton or contact

lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com Phone 07904169987
We’re on the web! https://lensweb.wordpress.com/

We would l ike you to join LENS 
for a number of conservation   

activit ies; bring stout shoes/
boots and or well ies; warm 
clothes; waterproofs; flask or 

other sustenance to keep you 
going! The Friends of Forbes Hole 
meet at 10am on Mondays at the  
nature reserve car park NG10 1FX 

 

Deadline for next issue            
1 September  

Marion Bryce Editor 

Lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com                   

http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
http://www.lensweb.wordpress.com
https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk
https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk

